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STRAIGHTWAY
"And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him" [Mark 1:18].
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The biblical Genesis Account of
Creation as set forth in the Bible is in
contrast to that set forth by modern,
modern science in the so-called
theory of evolution. In the former, it
is believed that God’s Word should be
accepted by faith; in the latter, it is
believed through either abstract
reason of ideas or by empirical sense
perceptions, alone. The biblicist
believes that reason is a valid form of
knowledge, but that faith is a higher
form of knowledge, equally valid.
When the evolutionist requests that the
Christian biblicist use facts, they are
only referring to their kind of facts.
The biblicist simply does not believe
that science is acting honorably by
requesting their own kind of facts to
prove another kind of knowledge. It
would be equally fitting for the
biblicist to require that the scientist
include in their theory the acknow-
ledgement of the fact of biblical faith.
Of course, in the latter request the
scientist does not accept any kind of

fact except by abstract reasoning and
empirical sense, and yet they reprove
the biblicist if he does not comply to
his demand for the use of his fact.

In this inevitable gulf which has
been fixed between faith and reason,
and for many years, we would do
well to go back and quote those who,
themselves, and respected so, saw the
statue of limitation between faith and
reason.

Rene Descartes (1596-1650), upon
graduating from “one of the most
celebrated schools in Europe,” in
which he had expected to acquire “a
clear and certain knowledge of all that
is useful in life,” found himself so
involved with doubts and errors that
he was convinced he had learned
nothing but “the depth of his ignor-
ance.” He gave the following:

“Languages are of course
very important, but they do
not guarantee the truthfulness
of the books written in them.
History is inspiring, but one



cannot trust its accuracy.
Mathematics, because of the
certitude of its reasoning,”
being his favorite study, he
was astonished that “on such
solid foundations no loftier
superstructure had been
erected. Theology, a matter of
divine revelation, is not sub-
ject to the impotency of rea-
son.” And “philosophy,” he
said, “cultivated for many
ages by the distinguished
men,” contained “not a sin-
gle matter within its sphere
which is not still in dispute;”
and “considering,” he con-
tinued, “the number of con-
flicting opinions touching a
single matter that may be by
learned men, while there can
be but one true,” Descartes
“reckoned as well-nigh false
all that was only probable.”
As to the other sciences, he
continued still, “inasmuch as
these borrow their principles
from philosophy,” he “judged
that no solid superstructure
could be reared on founda-
tions so infirm” (Descartes’
Discourse on Method; and The

Meditations).

In contrast to Descartes, we turn
to David Hume (1711-76) and his fa-
mous Enquiry Concerning Human
Understanding, as follows:

“If we take in our hands any
volume; of divinity or school meta-
physics, for instance; let us ask,
‘Does it contain any abstract reason-
ing concerning quantity or number?’
No. ‘Does it contain any experi-
mental reason concerning matter of
fact and existence?’ No. Commit it
then to the flames: for it can contain
nothing but sophistry and illusion”
(London, 1748; modern edition by
C.W. Hen-del; New York: 1955).

Thus, Descartes, the father of
Rationalism, rejects man’s accom-
plishment with thought and reason,
while a child of Rationalism makes
reason the sole criteria for all things.
The purpose of these two extremities
of thought leaves us in the quandary
that the facts of modern, modern
science have something less than
respectable within its own claims and
peoples. Man, in all his fields of
studies and disciplines of thought
leaves his hypotheses, theories, and
propositions in a refutable state.
Science, today, is not able, with its
so-called “facts” to bring itself to any
irrefutable conclusions. Science must
inevitably look to the future for some
one else or whatever else may be
refuted within the community of
science before it is truly believable in
the sense that it claims. Every area of
life has its own problems, and so
does science, even more so because
of its “factual” and exact claims.
Reason alone has only brought man to
experimental, laboratory conclusions,
through the eyegate of observation,
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concerning the law of gravity, why is
that law broken with the heavier gases
at the bottom of the atmosphere, the
heavier carbon dioxide rise above the
atmosphere, and if it did not, would
all human life die?; and third, when
temperatures are exceedingly low,
when the chemical reactions slow
down combustibility, and then when
temperatures rise again and oxides
form bringing combustibility, when
why, at exceedingly high temperatures
oxides do not form for combustibility?
The scientist does not know why these
three laws are exceptionally rendered
different from what we have learned
concerning these laws. These are
exceptions of scientific law. We, as
biblicists, believe these exceptions
indicate the law of God’s exceptional
miracle, as presented in the Holy
Scriptures, are always standing by,
and this available exception was
actually built into the physical system
of creation. Until modern, modern
science can solve these exceptions,
or, put love, faith, and biblical faith into
their testings and tubes and produce
some facts, science should be more
ethical and humble in the rejection of
faith as another form of knowledge.

There is a problem that remains
which could be illustrated in the
following example. If we were take
the acronym TSRA to represent
Technology, Science, Religion, and
Art, and give equal information to six
different students, no matter how
accurately rendered to each individual,
it is possible that the six persons each
could come up with six different
conclusions without being dominated
by the “facts” alone. Let us note these
possibilities: (1)”Tsra,” a word
without English meaning (chaos, if
you please); “Rats,” “Tars,” “Arts,”

and will still be refuted somewhere
down the line. These claims can only
be bolstered with abstract reasoning
of their own ideas. It is not true that
the carbon-14 test is infallible; it is
only workable, and is still refutable; it
is not true that the potassium-argon
test is infallible, it is only workable,
and is refutable; it is not true that the
uranium-lead test is infallible, it is
only workable, and remains refutable.
Man has not created one, single living
cell; science cannot produce eternal
biological life. Science knows that
there are two chemical ingredients in
a cabbage seed, yet an invisible third
element  eludes the scientist. They
can shape the essence of the seed,
plant it in the ground, but it will not
grow. Only organic chemistry has
this invisible life; man-made inorganic
seed cannot.

It is discourteous, unkind, and
improper to request the biblicist to
prove biblical creation by human,
scientific fact in the very same manner
that the scientist arrives at only
refutable fact. The biblicist believes
that the Bible remains the only ir-
refutable voice for man. But for the
scientist much assumption is first
accepted; that there has been a total
uniformitarianism throughout past
history when in reality there are
exceptions of rule in the various strata
around the world by which they
measure their own geological ages.
There are natural, exceptional laws in
the universe for exceptional needs,
and the scientist cannot explain them.
Note a few: (1) why is the solid form
of water (ice) lighter, or less dense
than the liquid form, defying the usual
law of contraction and expansion in
the changes of temperature; or more
simply why does ice float?; (2)



or “Star;” or yet, if another piece of
knowledge had slipped in from some
outside source, possibly, “Barts.”
Scientists should humbly remember
that it is not the facts that objectively
dictate the conclusions; it is the way
the individual spells the facts, through
human and subjective testings, that
bring about different conclusions of
thought and schools of thought.
When the biblicist accepts, “In the
beginning God created the heaven
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1), the very
first words of the Bible, then Faith
embraces that presupposition as a
revelation from God to man, which
is needed for the interpretation of the
facts. Human subjectivity, scienti-
fically speaking, uses objectivity to
serve its own presupposed con-
clusions, thus yeilding a subjective
interpretation to the theory. Man is
simply limited because of his own
human limitation in relationships to
the huge universe. I am simply
amazed how a finite and puny man
can, without laughing at himself,
stand forth in a classroom and speak
of the earth and the universe as being
4.6 billion years old, and then attack
the biblical dating of only six or
seven thousand years of time.

Faith, too, is a presupposition of the
heart, but it does not reject Reason
for the mind. However, the biblicist
does not believe that human Reason
can think or speak outside the imma-
nence of man; whereas Faith, as a
biblicist, with a different, but not
contradictory knowledge, may reach
into the revelation of a transcendent God.

There are many things on earth,
even in the place of immanence, that
science cannot deal with adequately
with their facts. There remains the
paranormal, the occult, and other,

etc., although some are beginning to
dabble into it through parapsychology
and the New Age Movement. There
is even the borrowing from Faith a
kind of rational faith that the scientist
speaks of in his experiments in order
to reach the theoretical matters of
ideas.

This writer does not accept or
believe in “Creation Science,” be-
cause the Bible is not primarily a
science textbook. The Bible is God’s
revelation of His son, Jesus Christ, to
a fallen world. However, the writer
does believe that whenever the Bible
speaks of some scientific fact, it is
indeed true, on the basis of Faith. It
may be rightfully said that the Bible
does not reveal all the facts in earthly
scientific things, but whatever the
Bible does say, it is so. It may even
take time for some scientists to ever
see it, but that is what the biblicist
takes by Faith. And it must be also
rightfully said that science does not
have all their need of facts, and many
of its former theories, including its
original geo-centric theory versus the
later helio-centric theory has had to
change. I wonder if it is possible, in
years to come, that both of these
theories could be refuted in pre-
ference for a third theory? Both
Ptolemy and Galileo were scientists,
too. Whatever Roman papists did to
the religious use of the theories, it
was the scientist that initiated the
presupposition for the problem. Not
even Newtonian Law included every-
thing, but we would not throw out
his bathwater with his baby truth of
God in the universe.

The era of history that came the
nearest to believing in absolutes was
during the classical times of Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle. But instead of



calculating how old the earth was they
settled for believing that the physical
nature of things were both eternal
and indestructible. Modern, modern
science has rejected the possibility of
absolutes and has chosen to measure
origin with refutable tools but con-
templates eternal physical life. Should
it not also be presupposed that the
biblicist may be right in his faith in a
revealed absolute that God has given
us that He created the earth old as He
first did Adam and all life forms in
the Garden of Eden, with their seeds
within themselves? To the biblicist,
there is no problem between Reason
and Faith to believe that the chicken
was first and then the egg.

The individual who has a proper
respect for reason, in being reason-
able, and who has faith in an outside,
transcendent report, is in a more

reasonable place to be reasonable in
accounting for all the fact, physical
and spiritual, than one who only
speaks of physical, rational things
through the two limited means of
abstract reasoning of human ideas
and empirical sense perceptions.

It is reputed to be said of Socrates,
through his famous pupil, Plato, that
“reason is the best raft for man in his
stormy life unless God gives a more
sure word.” That is a reasonable
statement and the biblicist believes
God has given that “more sure word”
(II Peter 1:19).

*This article was prompted of the
president by the request from a
graduate of Foundations Bible College
doing a formal paper for a class in a
college in South Carolina.
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Militant But Magnificent
There can be no biblical separation

that gravitates merely towards the
negative or the postive side of a
principle, which seeks to be militant
only without being magnificent for the
Lord.

Unfortunately, one of the most
popular definitions of Fundamen-
talism lacks a balanced, complete
biblical presentation. “Historic Funda-
mentalism is the literal exposition of
all the affirmations and attitudes of
the Bible and the militant exposure of
all non-biblical affirmations and atti-
tudes.” This expression could be
enlarged by adding the following:

Historic Fundamentalism is
the literal exposition of all the
affirmations and attitudes of
the Bible and the militant
exposure of all non-biblical
affirmations and attitudes, as
well as the magnificent exal-
tation of the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ through a
scriptural separation from sin
and error unto purity and
truth.

A biblical separatist is a born-
again, Bible-believing pilgrim seeking
scriptural harmony in his daily life
between truth and practice, while in
his public and private testimony he is
militant against apostasy but magni-
ficent for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Two Greek words, both from the
lips of John the Baptist, give ex-
amples of scriptural separation during
the apostasy of Jews in the rejection
of Christ.

John bare witness of him, and

cried, saying, This was he of
whom I spake, He that
cometh after me is preferred
before me: for he was before
me (John 1:15).

He said, I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness,
Make straight the way of the
Lord, as said the prophet
Esaias (John 1:23).

There are two different Greek
words for “cried”—kekragen and
boontos. Kekragen is rooted in the
word for the sound and identity of
the crow. Boontos is rooted in the
word for the sound and identity of
the sheep. This reminds us of John
the Baptist's own timely preaching as
he cried like a crow and bleated like a
sheep. In the prophecy of Isaiah
where the coming of John the Baptist
was foretold, we can see these two
cries.

The first was the cry of the crow.

Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill
shall be made low; and the
crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places
plain (Isaiah 40:3-4).

But the prophet was told to cry
again, and this second cry was that of
a sheep.

The voice said, Cry. And he
said, What shall I cry? All
flesh is grass, and all the
goodliness thereof is as the
flower of the field: The grass



withereth, the flower fadeth:
because the spirit of the Lord
bloweth upon it: surely the
people is grass. The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth:
but the word of our God shall
stand for ever (Isaiah 40:6-8).

There is double “comfort” (cf.
40:1) in these two words. In the
former, there is a warning that man
must deal with sin; in the latter, there
is the bleating of the sheep in his
weakness. The crow marks the dog-
matic divisions which are necessary
when we take a clear, militant stand
against the Lord's enemies. The sheep
marks the delightful gatherings which
are also necessary when we make a
pure, magnificent stand for God's
Son. If we can pray as much as we
preach, and if we can practice what we
preach, this will add to these blessings.
Preaching must always center on the

gospel, not only morality. Morality is
not the motive for separation. Christ
alone is the motive, and whenever a
sinner is saved by the grace of God,
the new birth inherently brings with
it the need of biblical separation from
sin and error. Morality deals only
with parts and pieces—abortion,
pornography, homosexuality, etc.
Th gospel deals with all sin and exalts
Christ; morality merely sets forth
man. Pseudo-Fundamentalism, under
the guise of morality, is really seeking
a synthesis between the lip-service of
a kind of Fundamentalism and the
humanism of an age. We cannot
fight the Lord's enemies well if we
are bitter; but we cannot fight the
apostates at all if we are weak and
unseparated. Jerry Falwell is an
example of one claimed to be a
fundamentalist (pseudo) but has
now proven he is neo-evangelical.

O.T.S.

THE FALL SCHEDULE
August 23, 1995 � Fall Semester Begins; Worship, Orientation &

   Registration
September 28, 1995 � Board of Trustees;

Program Service, USS Indianapolis
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October 1, 1995 � "Operation Richmond"
November 16, 1995 � The Pastor to South Korea
November 23, 1995 � National Thanksgiving Day
December 15, 1995 � Christmas Oratorio
December 16, 1995 � Semester Recess
December 19, 1995 � Faculty-Staff Recess
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Books:
Charismatism: Awakening or

Apostasy? (8.95)
The Days of the Halcyon (4.50)
Deep Calleth Unto Deep (5.95)
The Eclipse of Hope (4.95)
Flutaviel (3.00)
Foundations Bible Commentary, Vol. 1

(Pentateuch) (24.95)
Pentecostalism: Purity or Peril? (8.95)
Rome: Crusade or Crucible? (8.95)
Satan: Sanctuary or System? (10.95)
Quest for Christian Purity (14.95/

18.95)*

Booklets:
Apocalypse (1.00)
Biblical Creationism and Genesis

(2.50)
Bicentennial Year: Post Script or Post

Mortem? (3.00)
The Earth is the Lord's (1.50)
English Spires are Sleeping (2.00)
The Fabric of the Fundamental (also in

Spanish) (2.00)
The Foundations Pilgrim View (2.50)
Fundamentalism: Not A Cult (2.00)
His Name in Mine (2.00)
Joseph and His Brethren (2.00)
The King James Version Case (.50)
Noah's Net (2.00)
The Rand and the Reef (2.00)
Scriptural Separation (1.00)
Springs From Othniel (2.50)
Taxation Versus Tribute (1.50)
These Prepositional Philippians (2.00)

Notes and Tracts:
A New Life in Christ! What Does it

Mean? (.75)
(by Dr. H.T. Spence, also in Spanish)
A Pentecostal Speaks to a

Pentecostalist (.25)

Open Letter: Charismatic New Orleans
Conf. (.25)

English Bible Notes (Notes) (3.50)
Statements for Scriptural Separation

(25/1.00)
Survey Bible Notes on the Book of

Revelation (2.00)
Theological Studies (Notes) (3.50)

Music:
Men of Foundations (Tape) (6.95)
Portraits of Christ (Tape) (6.95)
Portraits of Christ in Sacred Song

(Hymns) (2.00)
Sheet Music (.75)
We Stand Where They Stood (Oratorio

Manuscript Songbook)
(1.00)

Word of God Prevails (Music Booklet)
(2.00)

Sermon & Lecture Tapes
Christian Education In Our Time (4

Forums/Album) (12.00)
Confronting Contemporary Christian

Music, by Dr. H.T. Spence (8
tapes/Album) 25.00

English Bible Lecture Tapes (3.00)
The Lexichord of the Greek New

Testament (8 tapes/Album) (25.00)
Sermons on the Holy Spirit (16 tapes/

Album (50.00)
Sermon Tapes from the Foundations

Pulpit (4.00)

*Available in Hardback and
Paperback

These prices do not include
shipping and handling. Call or
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