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STRAIGHTWAY
"And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him" [Mark 1:18].
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“THE THEOLOGY OF THE CROSS”
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As we approach the Easter Season

on the Protestant Calendar of ten
annual “holy days” in the year, we
need to bear respect for such memo-
ries of our Christian past. More and
more, in this time of apostate chris-
tianity, we need every encouraging
member of our heritage as Christians
plowing down through church history.
We need every reminder of the days
of our forebears who blazed the trail
along the route of historic christianity.

Ten Protestant Holy Days in the
Year

The following days are still
revered among some protestants as
the result of the legacy left to Luther’s
Refor-mation: Christmas, the New
Year, Twelfth-night, Family Week,
Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter,
Pen-tecost, Reformation Sunday, and
Thanksgiving. Of course, the Sunday-
Sabbath is regular for 52 times in the
year. In looking back over these Ten
Holy Days of the Protestant, we see
several almost extinct in our memory.
Twelfth-night is commemorative of

the visit of the Wise Men, usually
thought of as January 6th each year.
Pentecost is also known as Whit-
sunday, the seventh Sunday after
Easter, remembering the descent of the
Holy Spirit and the birth of the
Church. Family Week and Thanks-
giving Day are usually associated with
a national remembrance in the birth of
our beloved country. Reformation
Sunday, the nearest Sunday to October
31st of each year, reminds us of the
departure of Christians from their
former slavery in Roman Catholicism.
Of course, the weekly Christian
Sunday-Sabbath is given in remem-
brance of both Creation, when God
rested on the Sabbath, Seventh Day, as
well as the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus on Sunday; in the early days
called “the first day sabbath,” or the
first day after Sabbath.

In the Foundations Bible Collegiate
Church we endeavor to remember
these holy days in our annual calendar
without a high church liturgy. But
there is no doubt in our minds that the
Christian Sunday, the “Lord’s Day,”



and these other historic celebrations
and commemorations are vital memo-
ries to keep God’s people conscious of
their historical legacy since the times
of Christ.

The New Moon and Days of
Remembrances

The New Moon is the most ne-
glected of all the special Old Testa-
ment occasions, but is should be noted
that the sound of the trumpet an-
nouncing each “New Moon” was very
definite in each of the twelve months
in the lives of Israel. It included
special family days as they would
appear in the lives of their parents and
children. Edersheim marks this as an
occasion for David to return home for
an annual sacrifice which invovled his
parents and family (I Samuel
20:6,29); and also oc-casions, in
contrast, King Saul’s banquet (I
Samuel 20:5,24) when David feared
for his own life before him. Some
have thought that the New Moon also
marked Job’s special family occasions
in their festivities or birthdays (Job
1:13). Some scholars associate the
“New Moon” marking the month for
other birthdays and anniversaries

within the relatives of the various
families. Of course, all of these things
open up the doors of thought for
worthy opportunities for all of us in
the privacy of our lives and relatives
and families. All of us enjoy special
times like this, and more and more as
we see the breakage of the families in
our country because of separation and
divorce. The breaking of bread
together within the daily meals of our
families is akin to “The Lord’s
Supper” in that they are both marked
by the same symbol. I must
acknowledge that Sunday Worship,
family meals, and the Lord’s Supper
mean more to me, personally, in the
ministry, than ever before. Regular
church worship is probably the most
regular, repeating miracle God pro-
mised to His people in the Bible. It is
a genuine miracle when a regular
place becomes a particular place
where God’s Spirit, presence, and
Word are manifested in reverence to
our transcendent God. Somewhere
between the home and the church are
our greatest privileges on earth in the
pilgrim walk. We need to advantage
ourselves with these privileges more
and more as we see the day of the
approaching return of our Lord Jesus
to the earth (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Clusters of Holy Days
In these weeks prior to Palm

Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter, we
see the largest cluster of Holy Days.
January usually has both Twelfth-
night and Family Week; within a
thirty-day period we have Reforma-
tion (October 31st) and Thanksgiving
Day (the last Thursday in November).
However, after Palm Sunday, Easter
marks the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ and becomes a central

STRAIGHTWAY
Published 10 months of the year

O. Talmadge Spence, Editor
Founder & President

Foundations Bible College
P.O. Box 1166
Dunn, NC 28335

Annual Subscription
USA - $4.00

Foreign - $5.00
*CPF Members Excluded



teaching of the Gospel with the
catalyst being the death of Jesus
Christ on the Cross.

In the Old Testament, a boy at the
age of twelve became not only
acquainted with but had to be amen-
able to being present for three seasons
of the seven feasts in the annual
calendar. There was both a civil
calendar (remembering creation;
beginning in October) and a religious
calendar (remembering passover;
beginning in April). Of course, the
new moon would mark an early or
late beginning of these two calendars
and their respective months.

The religious calendar obligated
the “manchild” (twelve years old) to
be present in the spring (passover,
unleavened bread, firstfruits), in the
summer (feast of weeks or pentecost),
and in the winter (trumpets, Day of
Atonement, tabernacles). There were
three clusters represented here. The
first cluster was measured by pas-
sover, the second cluster was mea-
sured from firstfruits to pentecost, and
the third cluster was measured from
the blowing of trumpets. Directly or
indirectly all of the six feasts were
measured from passover, which to the
Christian represents the Death of the
Lord Jesus Christ at Golgotha (the
Aramaic-Hebrew word), the same
place as Calvary (the Greek-Latin
word).

Luther’s Theology of the Cross
The Old Testament Passover Lamb

is also the truth of the New Testament
Golgotha-Calvary Lamb. The lambs
of passover are fulfilled in the Lamb
of God at Calvary. Good Friday and
the Cross become the very center of
the Christian’s Faith; without it there
is no redemption or resurrection.

We are being told by those who
are presently writing on Luther again
that more information is being studied
from heretofore laid aside writings of
Luther and the writers of his time.
Alister E. McGrath is something of a
leader in these acquisitions of thought,
and we rejoice in a number of fresh
considerations which are being made
of the history of Martin Luther’s
impact upon the Protestant world
down through a continued growing
history.

One of those growing interests
concerns Luther’s “Theology of the
Cross.” Heretofore, the doctrine of
“Justification by Faith” has been one
of the most important truths from
Luther, although other biblical truths
were brought forward in the Reforma-
tion. We still rejoice in the blessing of
Justification by Faith to the Christian
Faith. However, it might be that too
much stress has been made upon this
singular doctrine to the neglect of
other truths equally present in the
Reformation. We are particularly
thinking of the Cross.

Justification by Faith
We must remember that the doc-

trine of Justification by Faith did
indeed come up before Luther’s
emphasis of this in the 16th century,
so much needed for the Protestant
Reformation against Roman Catho-
licism.

During the course of the Pelagian
controversy, in the Council of Car-
thage (418), a preliminary clari-
fication was made of the church’s
teaching on Justification by Faith.
However, these pronouncements were
vague and proved insufficient and
therefore ineffective for the benefit of
the doctrine itself to others.



These matters on this doctrine
were also revised at the Second
Council of Orange (529), but here
again, noth-ings lasting was wrought.

These undone councils arrived at
the Council of Trent (1545) without
influence, and “recent scholarship has
established that no theologian of the
Middle Ages ever cites the decisions
of Orange II, or shows the slightest
awareness of the existence of such
decisions” (Alister E. McGrath;
Luther’s Theology of the Cross;
Baker Books; 1994; page 11). Of
course, the Council of Trent de-
stroyed the doctrine completely from
Romanism.

Whereas Luther’s Ninety-five
Theses nailed to the door of Witten-
berg Cathedral, October 31, 1517,
effected the best spiritual success, yet
Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt
posted 151 theses for disputation at
the same Cathedral, earlier, on April
26, 1517. Being the dean of the
theology faculty at Wittenberg,
Karlstadt’s theses chiefly concerned
the doctrine of justification, a dis-
covery he had made through the vera
theologia of Augustine he had dis-
covered earlier the same year. It is
also known that Johannes Eck posted
a series of theses at Ingolstadt for
public academic disputation, related
to the vexted question of “usury.” It
was the custom in that day for a
faculty member to pose and post such
items for academic disputation on the
door of their cathedral or church.
Later, Meister Eck would be Luther’s
an-tagonist at the Leipzig disputation
of 1519.

The Heidelberg Disputation
of 1518

Martin Luther had been a member

of the Augustinian Order since
September of 1505, and he was
invited to speak before that order in
1518 at the request of Johannes von
Staupitz, the leading Augustinian at
Heidelberg. It was there that Luther
presented his “Theology of the
Cross,” and probably for the first time
as a public lecture or sermon. This
presentation was made on April 26,
1518, and centered around the
scriptures which revealed the “hidden
cross” as set forth in the words of
God to Moses and placing him in the
“clift of the rock” (Genesis 33:18-
23). The sermon itself is very hard to
locate now in the printed books on
The Heidelberg Disputation, as
only references are made to the
sermon itself.

Undoubtedly, Luther’s “theology
of the cross is far more than an
historical idea.” We believe it became
central to the entire theological
system of Luther, and outweighs his
famous emphasis on “Justification by
Faith.” The following words set forth
the mind of another author.

The theology of the cross has
assumed a new significance
and urgency in the present
century, in the aftermath of
two world wars and with the
ever-increasing threat of a
third. The increasing recogni-
tion of the shallowness and
naïveté of much Christian
thinking about God and man
has caused many to began to
retrace the steps taken by
Luther before them, and to
join him as he kneels at the
foot of the cross, and adores
the God who is “hidden in
suffering”(Alister E. McGrath).



These are words not from a
fundamentalist but only one somewhat
removed even from the neo-evan-
gelical movement. However, he sees a
great truth here in his research of
Martin Luther, the great Protestant
Reformer!

We are in great need, in our time,
to bring back Luther’s presupposition
of “the theology of the cross.” With-
out it our own theology will perish!
Oh that we might have a mighty
revival among all of the saints, at the
Cross of Christ. There were other
reformers, like Karlstadt, who picked
up the word “grace,” and magnified it
because of the influence of Augustine
himself. But is not the Cross of
Calvary greater by being the source of
all grace? Let every Christian in this
world proceed or retreat to the Cross!
Let us all meet there this Easter.
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Palm Sunday Through Easter

The FOUNDATIONS PapersThe FOUNDATIONS PapersThe FOUNDATIONS PapersThe FOUNDATIONS PapersThe FOUNDATIONS Papers

Weekly Church Bulletin
Straightway (monthly)
Sunday Bible Pointer (monthly)
Proprieties
         in the Ministry (monthly)
Foundations Journal (quarterly)
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Prisoner of Hope
The Biblical Encomium

New SCS Publication

A COMMENTARY ON

THE SONG OF SOLOMON
by Dr. O. Talmadge Spence

Available Soon
$19.95/21.95 postage paid

Words of Gratitude

Dr. O. Talmadge Spence,
in behalf of his family,
ex-presses his deep
appreciation f or all
expressions made at this
time in behalf of the
sudden illness of his dear
wif e, “Dr. Joye.” She is
stable and resting in the
Arms and Promises of
Almighty God awaiting
His Will.
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Foundations
World Missions

The Truth:
To the Lost

To the World
To the Church

Sponsored by
Foundations Bible College & Church

O. Talmadge Spence, President
P.O. Box 1166

Dunn, NC 28335-1166

"Why do we sit still? assemble yourselves,
and let us enter into the defenced cities"

(Jeremiah 8:14a).

Society for Fundamental Studies
Writing Contest

the Cut-Off Date for the Papers
has been set for

December 31 Of Each Year

Supported by a Board of
Reference and the Jury is selected

from this Board.

“The Society for the Advancement and Preservation
of Fundamental Studies”

Dr. O. Talmadge Spence, Director
Dr. H.T. Spence, Assistant Director

A PACKET OF INFORMATION
WILL BE SENT YOU WITH AN APPLICATION.

Telephone: 1-800-849-8761
Fax: 910-892-9322



Books:
Charismatism: Awakening or

Apostasy? (8.95)
The Days of the Halcyon (4.50)
Deep Calleth Unto Deep (5.95)
The Eclipse of Hope (4.95)
Flutaviel (3.00)
Foundations Bible Commentary, Vol.

1 (Pentateuch) (24.95)
Pentecostalism: Purity or Peril? (8.95)
Rome: Crusade or Crucible? (8.95)
Satan: Sanctuary or System? (10.95)
Quest for Christian Purity (14.95/

18.95)*

Booklets:
Apocalypse (1.00)
Biblical Creationism and Genesis

(2.50)
Bicentennial Year: Post Script or Post

Mortem? (3.00)
The Earth is the Lord's (1.50)
English Spires are Sleeping (2.00)
The Fabric of the Fundamental (also

in Spanish) (2.00)
The Foundations Pilgrim View (2.50)
Fundamentalism: Not A Cult (3.00)
His Name in Mine (2.00)
Joseph and His Brethren (2.00)
The King James Version Case (.50)
Noah's Net (2.00)
The Rand and the Reef (2.00)
Scriptural Separation (1.00)
Springs From Othniel (2.50)
Taxation Versus Tribute (1.50)
These Prepositional Philippians (2.00)

Notes and Tracts:
A New Life in Christ! What Does it

Mean? (.75)
(by Dr. H.T. Spence, also in Spanish)
A Pentecostal Speaks to a

Pentecostalist (.25)

Open Letter: Charismatic New Orleans
Conf. (.25)

English Bible Notes (Notes) (3.50)
Statements for Scriptural Separation

(25/1.00)
Survey Bible Notes on the Book of

Revelation (2.00)
Theological Studies (Notes) (3.50)

Music:
Men of Foundations (Tape) (6.95)
Portraits of Christ (Tape) (6.95)
Portraits of Christ in Sacred Song

(Hymns) (2.00)
Sheet Music (.75)
We Stand Where They Stood

(Oratorio Manuscript Songbook)
(1.00)

Word of God Prevails (Music
Booklet) (2.00)

Sermon & Lecture Tapes
Christian Education In Our Time (4

Forums/Album) (12.00)
Confronting Contemporary Christian

Music, by Dr. H.T. Spence (8
tapes/Album) 25.00

English Bible Lecture Tapes (3.00)
The Lexichord of the Greek New

Testament (8 tapes/Album)
(25.00)

Sermons on the Holy Spirit (16 tapes/
Album (50.00)

Sermon Tapes from the Foundations
Pulpit (4.00)

*Available in Hardback and Paperback

These prices do not include
shipping and handling. Call or

write for more information.

Foundations Bible College
P.O. Box 1166

Dunn, N.C. 28335 (910) 892-8761

Scripture Commentary Society



If you are interested in the publications of
the Scripture Commentary Society,

write to Foundations Press for a listing.

Attention Pastors!Attention Pastors!Attention Pastors!Attention Pastors!Attention Pastors!
Do you have a jail ministry or other outreach work?

An excellent book to give to new converts would be:
A New Life in Christ: What Does it Mean?

by Dr. H.T. Spence, Vice President
of the Foundations Ministries

Call or write for a complimentary copy today!
[Bulk prices available for churches]

For information of the Foundations
Ministries,

please write:

Foundations Bible College
P.O. Box 1166

Dunn, North Carolina 28335

[A packet will be sent to you.]



Artistry In In In In In VVVVVoiceoiceoiceoiceoice

“Music has power; it has influence, it is not a
'plaything, however pleasant or useful.' It behooves each
one to get back to the basic truth of the Scriptures and
become godly, holy, separated from the evil of this world.
We cannot be intimidated by this world's powerful
knowledge but hear a still, small voice saying, 'this is the
way, walk ye in it' (Isaiah 30:21).

Oh, to have had a book with these truths many years
ago, an elementary work, unnoticeable with a heart calling
for sincerity, honesty, purity, upright morals, perseverance
in the truth, and an apprehending of God's things and ways,
thus the soul will be heard uncluttered, untainted by the
gods of this Age, it will sing to win the Heart of God.”

by Joye S. Spence, D.R.E.

Dean of School of Fine Arts

Foundations Bible College

To purchase a copy, write to:

Foundations Bible College
P.O. Box 1166

Dunn, North Carolina 28335-1166
15.95 / 17.95 postage paid



The Foundations Fellowship Churches
(Foundations Graduates)

Antioch Hope Bible Church
Bedford, Indiana

Rev. Jon Alexander, Pastor

Calvary Bible Church
Knightsdale, North Carolina
Rev. Bradford Lowry, Pastor

The Church of the Holy Scripture
Hamilton, Virginia

Rev. David F. DeBose, Pastor

Emmanuel Bible Church
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Rev. Gary L. Dean, Pastor

Foundations Bible Collegiate Church
Dunn, North Carolina

Dr. O. Talmadge Spence, Pastor
Dr. H.T. Spence, Associate Pastor

Grace Memorial Bible Church
Clarksville, Pennsylvania

Rev. Paul E. Spence, Pastor

King’s Chapel Church
Burgaw, North Carolina

Rev. Nathan T. Morton, Pastor

Scripture Memorial Church
Schuylerville, New York

Dr. W. Kenneth Williams, Pastor
Rev. Paul N. Cameron, Associate Pastor

Straightway Bible Church
Ladd, Oklahoma

Rev. Steve Aday, Pastor

“Operation Richmond”
Foundations Fellowship Meeting

Best Western Airport Inn
Each Sunday: 10:00 AM & 5:00 PM



Ordained
Steve Aday, OK

Jon Alexander, IN

Martin J. Ausdenmoore, NC

Ronald J. Ausdenmoore, NC

Montgomery L. Ballard, FL

David E. Blackstock, Jr., VA

Anthony W. Brock, SC

Paul N. Cameron, NY

Ronie Davis, NC

Edward F. Dean, VA

Gary L. Dean, VA

David F. DeBose, NC

Richard A. Dobson, TN

Gerald Edwards, NC

Kenneth House, NC

Garry E. Huff, VA

Samuel Lanier, NC

John E. Love, NC

Dennis L. Lowry, IL

Thomas Bradford Lowry, SC

Edward W. Mercer, Jr., MO

Nathan T. Morton, NC

Richard L. Russell, LA

Alejandro Sanchez, Spain

H.T. Spence, SC

O. Talmadge Spence, Washington, DC

Paul E. Spence, MD

Martín Valcárcel Rodriguez, Spain

W. Kenneth Williams, South Africa

David J. Wilson, NC

Douglas L. Wilson, NC

Robert W. Wilson,  NC

Mark G. Wilson, Jr., NC

Antolin B. Zamar, Philippines

Licensed
Dualberto Brito, Spain

Jonathan Dean, SC

Timothy Brian Lowry, NC

Stephen Forbes Parrish, NC

Christopher Ray Nighswonger, VA

Gerald D. Morton, NC

Pedro Piñol, Spain

Othniel T. Spence, II, NC

Lay-Minister
Henry Brewington, NC

Eugene C. Brock, Jr., SC

John L. Byrd, NC

Kent Ham, OK

Dean A. Heath, CA

J. Melvin Love, NC

Mark L. Stailey, IN

Arthur T. Watt, Jr., KT

Novitiate
James Andrew Lanier, NC

Aaron Wesley Watt, NC

Adam Christopher Watt, NC

Foundations Bible Church Ministers


