STRAIGHTWAY

And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him [Mark 1:18].
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During the writing of this
article, my dear mother, Dr. Joye
Spence, has been in the hospital
as a result of another stroke that
has now affected her left side as
well as her speech. It had been
eight years this past February
since her first severe stroke
incapacitated her, paralyzing her
right side. We truly thought her
divine appointment for heaven
had come three evenings ago
(Sunday, May 23, but she still
is among us. It is a great com-
fort to know that our times are
in God’s hands, and that His will
and ways are the best. We have
committed Dr. Joye (as she is
affectionately called) to His
arms of safekeeping and to His
sovereign sway of doing “all
things well.”

In recent years it has become

evident that God is calling His
elderly saints home—those re-
deemed lives and voices that
have been both salt and light in
their generation. Such men and
women whom God has used as
restraining voices in the earth
seem to now be taken away as a
prelude judgment upon the earth
before the coming Rapture and
Tribulation Period. As God with-
draws such individuals, fewer in
number are taking their place.
To the contrary, the prominent
voices we are presently hearing
with aggressive force are those
of Neo-Christianity.

We must weep every time we
hear of a restraining voice for
God passing off the scene of
present history. Jeremiah knew
this when King Josiah died as the
prophet wept at his death. Very




few of the remnant voices are now
being heard. Even Fundamentalism,
the most militant of the movements
against the end-time apostasy, is not
producing the militant voices as it
once had. Rather to the contrary,
Fundamentalism is slowly but surely
capitulating to the Neo powers that
be. As its patriarchal voices become
extinct, its militant voice retreats. A
voice here and there is heard now
and then, yet it does not seem to be
in prominent leadership capacity.
Carnality rules most of the con-
servative churches while spirituality
is disregarded or even despised.
Not only is the militant voice dying
out but also is the hunger for a
spiritual walk with God. The hunger
for an end-time revival is the cry of
the remnant.

Interpreting Movements of God

A Christian must always know
where he is in the chronology of
biblical history and prophecy. A lack
of this understanding leads to
improperly interpreting Scripture by
viewing it outside its context and
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outside the characteristics of the
times. This problem is seen in three
prominent areas of modern inter-
pretation. After briefly considering
the first two, the third area of
modern interpretation will be the
primary burden of this article.

Charismatism

The first school of modern inter-
pretation is prominently found
among the Charismatics. It is based
upon their concept of Acts 2 con-
cerning the infilling of the Holy
Spirit for today. The Bible does
clearly indicate the distinction be-
tween being born of the Spirit and
being filled with the Holy Spirit.
But historically and prophetically we
are presented with two different
periods of history in which this
infilling is to be viewed.

Deuteronomy 11 gives the type
and shadow of this truth by pre-
senting the rains God promised to
His people. From May to October
basically there were no rains; the
rains typically fell between October
and May. There were former rains,
winter rains, and latter rains. For-
mer rains were showers of October
to the first of November. They
softened the parched ground so that
the winter grain could be sown.
Then came the winter rains of
December and February. The latter
rains of April were to ripen the fruit
and stay the drought of summer.
The latter rains were the most appre-
ciated rains. Job 29:23 describes
how that before Job became af-
flicted men waited for his words as
they did for the latter rain.



But the spiritual view of these
rains (former and latter) are given in
Joel 2:23 and 28. God has prom-
ised to send these rains in the latter
days. Historically, the latter days
commenced with the first coming of
Christ: Peter quotes from Joel 2 on
the day of Pentecost in his message
and declares, “But this is that which
was spoken by the prophet Joel”
(Acts 2:16). The seed of the Gos-
pel, the sowing and the planting, were
to be seen in this outpouring of the
Spirit (Acts 2, 8, 10, 19). The former
rain came with the sowing of the
seed. But the latter rain is the time
of the harvest, the judgment of the
fruit. Prophetically, this is the end
time. Acts 2 is over; that was the
seedtime. It is not to Acts 2 that we
look, but to James 5.

James 5:7-9, rather than dealing
with the seedtime, is dedicated to the
end time when the husbandman is
waiting for the precious fruit of the
earth. We are prophetically and
historically in the latter rain. It is
heaven’s final preparation of the
fruit for harvesting; it is in the time
of the apostasy. This latter rain
may have commenced around the
mid-1800s when there was an open-
ing of light concerning the Second
(The first Congress of
Fundamentalists met in the mid-
1800s and the theme was the
Second Coming of Christ.) But
counterfeits such as Pentecostalism

Coming.

and now Charismatism have come.
While there is a wholesale falling
away in the earthly church and its
movements, there is a remnant that
knows the anointing of the Spirit of
God. They know this anointing for

personal living, for preaching, for
maturity in sound doctrine, for the
fruit of the Spirit in character, for
prayet, and for seeing the condi-
tions of our times. They are waiting
for the sound from heaven to call
the fruit home at harvest time.

Modern Evangelism

But another prominent area of
modern interpretation outside the
context and characteristics of the
times is the popular view of evan-
gelism. Many believe, when they
read in the book of Acts of the
dramatic numbers of believers and
the move of God, that the same
thing should be happening now.
Many good men become discour-
aged when they do not see the same
thing happening in their ministries as
in Acts or even in revival days of
church history. While it is true that
biblical principles are the same and
the Gospel is the the
numerical results of the book of

same,

Acts may not always be the same
throughout time.

There is often given this “guar-
antee” by certain evangelistic work-
shops that “if you follow the prin-
ciple of Acts, it will bring the same
results.” But this may not be true
because we are not living in the
times of the book of Acts. There
are several factors that are different.
In the book of Acts there had never
been New Testament Christianity
before; also, there had been no
Christian apostasy (although there
was Judaistic apostasy). This was
new wine being poured into new
wineskins. The Church was pure,
fresh; there was only one gospel in



those early years. God brought His
Son's Word to man who was banktrupt
naturally and knew it. The Christians
then were not facing nor confronting
a false Christ or a false Gospel in
those early years. The days in which
we live are not as in the days of the
book of Acts. Therefore, though
the Gospel still saves, we are preach-
ing in the time of the Christian
apostasy; the institutional churches
have become the enemy of the truth
of the Gospel. It is harder to de-
clare the gospel today without peo-
ple interpreting it in the context of
the Neo-Christianity.
today is viewed as a Christian no

Everyone

matter what they believe. This was
not the case at the outset of the
church in the former rain.

Revivalism

The third area of modern inter-
pretation concerns the concept of
revival. As we read of former
revivals and awakenings, we tend to
believe that they too can be dupli-
cated in our day and time. We tend
to look for the same movings and
the same results, but each time
period in history is different. Again,
Bible principles are the same, the
gospel message is the same, but
every generation is a different group
of people with different circum-
stances and an apostasy that has
taken its toll in different ways.
Although we may long for a return
of the first or second great awaken-
ings or revivals in our generation,
revival will not be same. Rather
than a revival of great glory as of
former days, we must be looking for
a revival from God in days of apostasy.

The cost for such a revival may
even be greater because of what we
have accumulated in these days of
Laodicean wealth and materialism.

When seeking for revival, what
kind of revival are we looking for?
When biblical Christians speak of
revival, it is the periodic restoration
of God’s people after a time of
indifference and decline. Such a
revival is needed periodically in the
Christian’s life. We read of the
promise of revival in Psalm 23:3,
“He restoreth my soul.” It is not
that the Holy Spirit cannot sustain
the Christian life in the Christian;
instead, it is the human passions that
wane. In these times there is the
decline of heart towards God, not so
much the wind. We mentioned in
the previous article on Revival that
all of the virgins slumbered and slept
in Matthew 25, both wise and fool-
ish virgins. Sleep at times may take
hold of the soul, even more so in
the end time. According to Mat-
thew 24:12, as part of the prophecy
of the Olivet Discourse, the abound-
ing of iniquity will have a profound
effect, influencing the love for God
to wane in the hearts of His pro-
fessing people (the word for love
here is agapae, a love only known
from God to the Christian heart,
Romans 5:5). When man does not
go on with God, it is because of
selfishness, self-centeredness, and
pride. However, the Holy Spirit
allows it to happen! Why? It is to
cause us to pray for renewing. This
is what revival is: a renewing of the
heart and mind for God. It is a
quickening, making alive of some
things that are dying.



A Pattern of Principle Found
in History

But we must understand that
revival is a sovereign work of God.
It often begins when God begins
stirring the hearts of a remnant at a
time of spiritual depression, apathy,
or the evidence of gross sin. It is
needed when the great majority of
normal Christians are hardly dif-
ferent from the secular world. At
such a time an individual or a small
group of God’s people become
conscious of their sins and back-
slidden condition; it enters into their
heart to forsake all that is displeasing
to God. They recall past outpout-
ings of God’s grace and long for
such outpourings to be manifested
again. God then begins to raise up
a man or men with prophetic in-
sights into the causes and remedies
of these problems. God then brings
a fresh revelation of the holy and
pure character of Himself; this
character is the standard of holiness
that must be known by God’s peo-
ple in every generation. By such
people observing their age in the
light of this fresh revelation of
God’s holiness, they see with great
burden the degeneracy of the age
and the falling away of professing
Christians from that standard of
holiness. Out of this burden, there
will be a remnant to follow. During
these times of reviving, there will be
an understanding and even an ap-
propriation of higher and deeper
spiritual living to come to many.

The nominal Christian views
revival basically as evangelism.
Although there may be some to

come to Christ, revival is not the
same as evangelism. Revival is the
word for believers. The greater
need today is not evangelism but a
deep move of God in revival among
God’s people; global apostasy will be
born from within the Church, not
from withont. The greatest grief we
view today is not the decadence and
lawlessness within society, but the
falling away, the carnality, the loose
and worldly living of the Church.

We must understand the times in
which we live. Revivals and awaken-
ings throughout church history have
been in different time periods.
When I was a younger man and
would read of these awakenings and
revivals, I would long for God to do
the same. I read of the pubs closing
down in the entire country of Wales
during the revivals at the turn of the
twentieth century; I read of hard-
But
distinctions of right and wrong were
known then. People knew that God
did not tolerate certain things.
Those were days when God was
known as God; absolutes reigned in

ened men coming to God.

the view of truth. God was generally
defined in the minds of the people.

However, now America has come
to believe in the Neo-God, the Neo-
Christ, and the Neo-Christianity. It
is hard now, even in the church, to
speak of the things of God without
the minds of people thinking of
James Kennedy, Jerry Falwell, or
TBN. If the Holy Spirit is men-
tioned, the Charismatics are im-
mediately thought of. Christianity
today is a mongrelized view that is
almost impossible to shake from the



minds of the contemporary audi-
ences. The End-time Apostasy is of
the Churchl!
to His people before the secret
coming of His Son—the awakening
of the virgins in Matthew 25—it will
be more of a revival as in the days
of Hezekiah rather than the glories
of the days of David and Solomon.

If God sends a revival

Conclusion

If Fundamentalism is to see a
genuine, biblical revival—and it
desperately needs one—many inci-
dents of neutrality and compromise
will have to be dealt with; presently
Fundamentalism is marked with a
lot of spiritual and carnal debris.
We have gone so long without a
true move of God that polished
programs and professionalism have
taken the place of the Holy Spirit.
We are fast leaning into the winds of
the Neo, and we do not see it.
There are changes of music, terms,
and versions, and leaders want
meetings to “chart the course for the

tuture.” Our chart has already been laid
out; our responsibility is to follow it
without compromise. We don’t need a
new chart or a new compass.

Although a Davidic revival is one
of glory, a revival in times of apos-
tasy will be one of great cost. A
revival for our days will have to be
as in the days of King Hezekiah.
Carefully read II Chronicles 29:3-
11. For as in those days, much
damage and failures will have to be
acknowledged. Will we have the
humility to acknowledge it?

What will God call upon us to do?
What repairs, cleansings, and restora-
He has made
a covenant with us through His Son.

tions will be needed?

We must make a renewed covenant
with Him.

O LoRD, I have heard thy speech, and
was afraid: O ILORD, revive thy work in
the midst of the years, in the midst of
the years make known; in wrath
remember mercy (Habakkuk 3:2).
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FOUNDATIONS BIBLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH RESOLUTION

Passed by the Board of Deacons and Elders
April 7, 2004

WHEREAS from its beginning, the Foundations Bible Collegiate Church was
founded as a fundamental, Bible-believing church with an emphasis upon the
separated, sanctified, and Spirit-filled life; and

WHEREAS from its beginning, the Foundations Ministries has set forth its
horizontal testimony in the earth to include clear statements of disapproval
regarding questionable activities, such as, but not limited to the following: the use
of tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and illicit drugs; the frequenting of public places
of ill repute such as movie theaters, pool rooms, and dance halls; gambling; mixed
swimming; the modern evils of rock music, including “gospel rock” and
“contemporary Christian music”; and immodesty of dress; and

WHEREAS from its beginning, the Foundations Ministries has believed that such
practices are inconsistent with Christian profession, detrimental to personal piety,
and pernicious in their influence or their example to others; and

WHEREAS the influence of the Laodicean church age in which we live has
caused the hearts of many Christians to begin questioning or even rejecting these
basic biblical standards of the Christian life; and

WHEREAS we as a ministry are not immune to such influences creeping into our
own midst; now therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Foundations Bible Collegiate Church will continue to uphold the
orthodoxy of biblical belief and the orthopraxy of practical biblical living through
the various ministries of the church and its schools, and that our horizontal
testimony in the earth will continue to include both the belief in and the practice of
the biblical standards of the Christian life this ministry has held from its birth; and
be it further

RESOLVED that the Board of Deacons and Elders continues to support and will
continue to support the pulpit preaching of the Foundations Ministries under the
ministries of our beloved Pastor, Dr. H. T. Spence and Associate Pastor, Dr. Dennis
Lowry, as well as the teaching and preaching ministries of the Deans of the
College, Principal of the Academy, and all the leadership of the Foundations
Ministries, as men genuinely in touch with God, walking with God, and
consistently practicing the biblical message they so faithfully preach to us.

THE BOARD OF DEACONS AND ELDERS OF THE
FOUNDATIONS BIBLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH
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