STRAIGHTWAY

And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him [Mark 1:18].
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The Dialecticism of Flesh and Spirit
Dr. H. T. Spence

In John 3:6 our Lord stated
to Nicodemus, “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.” Although the Lord was
speaking of the physical flesh in
this context, the statement is
certainly true concerning the
spiritual world where the prin-
ciple of the flesh and the prin-
ciple of the Spirit exist. The
Apostle Paul declared, “For the
flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to
the other: so that ye cannot do
the things that ye would”
(Galatians 5:17). The Apostle

also warned us, “For he that

soweth to the flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of
the Spirit reap life everlasting”
(Galatians 6:8).

The Scriptures clearly teach
that the flesh can never birth
anything that is of the Spirit
world, and that which is of the
true Spirit will not be fleshly.
Anything empowered by the
flesh, God will burn up (I Corin-
thians 3:12-15), for “no flesh
should glory in his presence” (I
Corinthians 1:29). This is what
Paul was referring to in II Corin-
thians 5:16-17, when he said “old
things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.” The
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way we used to live was by the
power of the flesh; now we are to
live by the power of the Spirit.
Anything we do for God through the
power of the flesh is of the “old
things.” It is fleshly and will only
reap corruption. Romans 8:8-9
clearly state, “So then they that are
in the flesh cannot please God. But
ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you.”

Since the turn of the twentieth
century there has been a radical
change in theological thought that
has more and more changed the
view about building Christ's Church.
In contrast to the Philadelphia
Church Age that trumpeted an
earnest plea for spirituality in its
evangelistic cry, we now are being
told that this is the church age of
materialism

it is the church age of
the flesh or “carnality.” As one of
the Charismatic praise hymns de-
clares, “Our God Reigns,” it is truly

their god of materialism that now
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reigns in the institutional church.
They claim a god of the “new,” the
god of health and wealth, the god of
prosperity; the god of this age that
has taken over the public gospel of
the world's churches.

The Lord Himself described this
Church age and its boast: “Because
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of noth-
ing” (Revelation 3:17). This Church
Age no longer hates the flesh, the
world, and sin. To the contrary it
hates spirituality, poverty, godly
living, suffering, persecution, and all
such things that were part of the
character that marked the godly in
previous generations. This is the

>

“Hour of Power,” when rock and
roll has become the theme music of
the Church, when the Church revels
in being “in the world” as well as “of
the world.” It is neither seeking nor
desiring a spiritual kingdom within or
a spiritual heaven later.
fied with a physical, materialistic
kingdom on earth, purchased by the
bread of the earth (money) as it
rejects the Bread of Heaven. It
boldly proclaims a dialectic gospel

It is satis-

that will usher in a Millennium
where the megachurch will reign and
perfect the earth without the need
of Christ's presence. Yea, to them,
the Church itself is Christ!

The Principle of Dialecticism

One of the philosophical inno-
vators of the Enlightenment was
Georg Hegel (1770-1831). He
believed that linear logic could be



altered by combining a thesis and
antithesis into a synthesis. This
reasoning enables an individual to
take that which has been designated
as truth and that which has been
designated as error and synthesize
them so that both truth and error
are co-equally believed. The result is
a destruction of absolute, dogmatic
truth and the pursuit of an evolu-
tionary truth.

Dialecticism should not be con-
fused with a biblical paradox. A
biblical paradox molds together two
“seemingly” opposites into one
principle that balances both aspects.
For example, the Bible declares,
“The way to save your life is to lose
it”; this is a paradox. In contrast, a
dialectic principle is one that is made
up of two “literal opposites.” For
example, to take light and darkness,
righteousness and unrighteousness,
or God and the devil and bring
them into compatibility of thought is
a dialectical synthesis that makes all
truth relative rather than absolute.

Dialecticism in Mixtures

The Bible prophesies of three
prominent mixtures that are to occur
in the Last Days. The first is found
in Daniel 2:33 concerning Daniel's
interpretation of the Image: “His
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and
part of clay.” This mixture is fur-
ther described in verses 41-43:

Forasmuch as thou sawest the
iron mixed with miry clay . . . they
shall mingle themselves with the
seed of men: but they shall not

cleave one to another, even as iron
is not mixed with clay.

This mixture of iron and clay sym-
bolizes the fickleness, uncertainty,
and lack of stability in all earthly
governments; this weakness of lead-
ership is the dearth of genuine
wisdom among world leaders. This
failure of humanity's clay is a grow-
ing reality among the leaders of
countries today.

The second mixture is found in
Revelation 3:14-16 concerning the
Laodicean Church Age: “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth.” This church
age has a form of religion and god-
liness, but it is void of the saving
and purifying power of the Gospel.

The third mixture is found in
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43:

The kingdom of heaven is
likened unto a man which sowed
good seed in his field: But while
men slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way. . . . Let both
grow together until the harvest:
and in the time of harvest I will
say to the reapers, gather ye
together first the tares, and bind
them in bundles to burn them:
but gather the wheat into my
barn.

This parable reveals the mixed con-
dition of the visible church or king-
dom of heaven during this age.
There will be many false pretenders



among the true saints until Christ
comes. Some of these false pro-
fessing Christians outwardly resem-
ble true saints so much that only
God's judgment time will reveal the
distinction.

These prominent end-time mix-
tures concern political governments,
the world's church system, as well as
the local body of professing Chris-
tians. Our present age, in all of its
varied facets, continues to willfully
mix truth and error. God is against
this mixture!

Present-day “Christian”
Dialecticism

This dialectic principle is obvious
in the institutional church's belief
concerning the flesh and the Spirit.
These two opposing entities are
being forced to reside together.
The public voice for neo-Christianity
practices its own preaching that the
powers of the flesh can help build
Christ's Church; man in the church
has been elevated to an equal plane
with the Spirit of God. We are now
“partners” with God in this ability to
build the Kingdom. Our seminars
can teach so-called Christians that
there is a power in the flesh that is
able to manipulate people into be-
coming Christians. We don't need to
pray anymore or seck the leading of
the Spirit of God; the flesh has
come to a sufficiency in its own
unique power through psychology,
music, and technology to influence
people for God. If this be the case,
what kind of converts can be

birthed through the powers of the
flesh?

Even in the Fundamental churches
of today it is evident that many
pastors have come to believe that
the Church cannot be built without
the assistance of the flesh, the mix-
ing of the world with the Spirit, in
essence, without carnality. Dr.
David Cloud in “How to Avoid
False Professions,” spoke the follow-
ing to his Baptist brethren by stating:

Any evangelist will have false
converts. Even the Lord's
Apostles did (Acts 8:20-21), but
something is seriously wrong
when only a very tiny percentage
of one's 'converts' exhibit any
evidence of salvation. This is
exactly what we see, though, in
large numbers of fundamental
Baptist ministries. Hundreds,
even thousands, of salvations are
claimed, though an extremely
large percentage of these converts,
up to even 99%, demonstrate no
biblical evidence that the Spirit of
God has regenerated them.

Such an observation needs to be
seen and understood. We are look-
ing for the professors of Christianity
and not the possessors. Truly only
God knows who is saved. But we
must place in our evangelism with
equal emphasis the necessity of a
godly, Christian life to be the evi-
dence of the profession, or our
evangelism is 7ot of God! We will
become an advocate of the Devil if
we do not give the full message of
the Gospel, including the evidence
of a radical change in our living!



We tend to count for our church
reports the professors of Chris-
tianity failing to later account for
their lives thereafter. We are mani-
pulating people down to the altar and
immediately into the baptismal pool
for the display of our successful
ministry, while exhibiting little true
desire and concern for them to grow
in Christ. We have entered a reli-
gious bartering system in the evan-
gelistic outreach: “You make the
profession of Christ for our statistics
and we guarantee you eternal
security. . . . You won't have to be
concerned about how you live and
even the need of attending church. .
.. We guarantee you will go to
heaven when you die no matter how
you live after this decision.”

Historically the message of eter-
nal security rested in Christ and His
power in the life persevering unto
the end. This promise is for those
who possess the New Birth, who give
clear evidence of such a conversion
from heaven. Most ministers have
never truly studied the Bible in order
to take their people into the deeper
pastures of God's Word. The only
thing they know is evangelism, and
even then, it is evangelism without a
life for Christ. If this be the case, it
is not the biblical New Birth!

The contemporary church is
preaching a false assurance to the
people.
locally, statewide, and even nationally
claim to be Christians yet attend
liberal churches? Because they
“say” they are Christians, we follow

How many politicians

right along. We hear and read of
sports celebrities who profess to be
Christians, yet they play on Sundays
often to the sponsorship of beer
companies.
encourages youth and even adults to
miss church on Sundays. This can-
not be true of a Christian! Yet how
often “Christian” organizations use
professional athletes in their evangel-
istic outreach. If such an individual

Such behavior also

truly was born again, his testimony
would strongly denounce the pro-
fessional sports world, denounce
playing on Sunday, and denounce
sponsorship of the alcoholic world.
This would be true of movie stars
who profess to be Christians, no
matter how pure their motives.
There are some professions and
associations that Christians will have
to leave if they become a Christian.

This mixture or dialectic view of
the flesh and Spirit is ever pervading
all areas of the “Christian” per-
spective of living and worship.
Mixed bathing in the context of
“Christian” camps only invites im-
purity of thought. One of the sad-
dest things to witness is a minister
appearing in shorts and a tank top.
Why is it that we are in bondage to the
styles of the world? Why is it that
because the world dresses casual we
must dress casual as well? Why do
we have to become like them? The
uninstructed mind has no sense
about the principles of righteousness;
it must be taught by principle and
by example. The local church will
never rise any higher than its pastor.



If he is carnal, flirting with the world
in his manner, and casual in his
approach about the flesh as a Chris-
tian, he will example such a pre-
supposition to his parishioners. This
is why the pulpit needs to preach not
only “ecclesiastical” separation but
also “personal” separation from the
powers of the flesh and the world.

Dialecticism in Music

The times in which we live is
empowered by rhythm. All music
must have rhythm; but we must be
careful that rhythm does not dom-
inate the song. Because the age's
mood and spirit about rhythm is an
aspect we almost daily inhale in our
society, we must be very careful
concerning the music that our child-
ren listen to and sing. We do not
want them to be “hooked” on the
rhythm of a piece of music; the
lyrics should be the theme not the
music itself. Certain kinds of music
cannot be encouraged because of the
passions that are stirred by listening.
Did we not see it coming some thirty
years ago in the Charismatic and
Neo-Evangelical movements? Did
we not realize that dancing would
ultimately become part of the wor-
ship services? The music they pro-
mote is visceral and fleshly stirring
carnal desires and feelings as well as
vulgar, physical responses.

Dialecticism in Church Growth

Young ministers today are often
pressured to build their churches as
fast as they can, no matter what it

takes to build it. Anything is now
acceptable to draw a crowd. Billy
Graham emphasized mega crowds
in his crusades, and now we are
witnessing megachurches. What is
the sign of true growth in a church?
Is it the numbers, or is it the
spiritual and holy advancement of its
people? Without the latter there is
no biblical growth of a church, only
the filling of the pews or theater
seats. The pressure to trim the
message of the Gospel is increasing
in order to draw crowds. Con-
temporary Christian music accom-
plishes this by literally rewriting the
Gospel to accommodate the flesh
with spiritual twist.

It may be that we need to start
praying for God to keep away from
the meetings those that should not
be there as we pray for those who
should be. It may be that we need
to start praying for God to keep
students away from our Christian
academies and Bible colleges who
have no desire to be there other
than for the sports and non-Chris-
tian peripherals. It may be that we
need to spend much time in prayer
as to the purpose of our churches
and schools before we begin them.

Evangelism should not be the
reason for starting or keeping a
Christian school. A Christian school
presupposes that the child has come
from a Christian home that desires
Christian principles to be instilled
within the child's life. The influx of
the worldly into a school will auto-
matically destroy the good children



by the subtle, aggressive influence of
worldly living, filthy conversations,
and fleshly desires and music. In the
Christian school context the principle
of I Corinthians 15:33 is still true
and more imperative than ever
before—“Be not deceived: evil
companions will corrupt good
character.”

Ministers are being pressured into
keeping the message of the Gospel
on a “positive” level. By doing so,
they corrupt the Gospel, lower the
standards of God, and give a false
view of what the Bible says. Our
beloved Lord warned us of this
danger in Revelation 3:17: because
of the positive approach alone in the
message, the people do 7ot know that
they are “wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked.”
They do not know because they
have not been told. The preaching
of the Gospel must include the
negatives as well as the positives!
Otherwise, it is another gospel and
not the Gospel of Christ!

A Spiritual Church and School

A spiritual church or school is
fast becoming an extinct entity in the
earth. More and more among
spiritual ministries of the past, their
pastors today are slowly capitulating
to the neo-presupposition, per-
mitting carnality in the lives of their
parishioners.

Another reason for this shift away
from spirituality may be the accep-
tance of theological systems that tend
to provide a false security to those

who profess to believe, that in turn
permits worldly lifestyles. When one
begins to believe that the only thing
that matters is his standing and state
in Christ before the Father, that it no
longer matters how he lives in the
standards of dress, music, and
places he visits, and that there is not
the need of the entire principle of
biblical separation, then he has
destroyed the biblical view of grace
and warped it into a license of
licentiousness. Truly grace teaches us
the necessity of godly living (Titus 2:12-
15). When a school or local church
begins to make a distinction between
principle and policy, then basically it
is becoming a corporation rather
than a spiritual entity in Christ.

Carnality is the norm within the
institutional church, and the con-
gregation loves to have it so. The
necessity of holiness of heart and
life has been castigated as being
puritanical and legalistic. While
admiring it in the saints of the past,
we believe times have changed
requiring a new Christianity that no
longer demands detailed principles
of the Word of God. Christian
schools have been slowly affected
by CCM; the art classes have been
permeated by impressionism and
abstract art that exalts subjective
experience and quietly mocks a
realist perspective of life, yea even
the Christian life.
once honorable in the Christian

Dress standards

schools have now become discarded
and even despised by the very schools
that embraced them at one time.



The “casual” look has become the
“standard” for school and church
attire. The dress of dignity and
reverence is even mocked now by
many Fundamentalists.

Our church facilities are be-
coming more modernized with less
of an atmosphere that promotes
reverence to God. Pulpits of wood
are being discarded for the acrylic
look, displaying more a stage appeat-
ance where the so-called Word of
God is given from every psycho-
logical slant. We have become so
enamored with the need of “self-
esteem’ that we have no desire for
the esteeming of Christ greater than
ourselves. The pressing for us to
have a “love for souls” is taking the
place of the cry of former days of a
“love for God” that transcended all
other loves. The burden for evan-
gelism has taken the place of the
burden of earnestly contending for
the faith once delivered unto the
saints. The churches are now being
taught that the former burden is
greater than the Word of God itself.
The “how to” training has become
the need of the hour instead of
prayer and the anointing of the Holy
Spirit. When churches spiritually die,
the smooth-running, oiled machinery
of the programs and the CCM con-
vince the people that the modern-
synthetic religious experience is
better than no experience at all.

Conclusion

Churches and schools have left
what spirituality they once had,

often because their doctrinal beliefs
did not include a life for God.
They only included a conversion
concept, an entrance into the King-
dom of Heaven rather than a life to
be lived after the entrance. When
the teaching of such a life is absent
in a theological belief, there will be
nothing to either drive or draw a
person on with God. Yea, such a
life may even be despised and intim-
idated from the pulpit.

We as preachers of the Gospel
are the responsible ones to keep our
local church pure. There may be
carnality present, but we must be
preaching against it with regularity
and striving for a spiritual church.
As the preacher is responsible for
the purity of the church in its doc-
trine and living, he is leaving the
building of the church to Christ,
Who is the Head of the Church
(Matthew 16:18). As one Funda-
mentalist declared some years ago,
“Bvery local church is one pastor
away from becoming an apostate
church.” We must see the gravity of
this statement. Apostasy does not
only come through change of doc-
trine but also through a change in
the practice of that doctrine. This is
what happened to Billy Graham and
others.

My dear earthly father would
often preach against the “wild fire”
within Pentecostalism. Yet there
wete those who would respond, “I'd
rather have a little wild fire than no
fire at all.” But wild fire is strange
fire, which God hates (Leviticus 10)!



Others may state that it would be
better for a corrupted Gospel to be
preached than no Gospel at all.
However, we must be reminded zbere
is no spiritual power in a corrupted Gospel
to save anyone. Such a corrupted
Gospel may have some semblance to
the Passover Lamb of Exodus 12,
but we must remember that the
Lord gave “the ordinance” of the
Passover as well in Exodus 12:43-49
to guard and protect this feast. We
must be careful not to sodden the
Passover Lamb with water (12:9,
weaken it). It is only the Truth that

can set men free.

In these days when churches are
found on almost every street corner
in America, it must be said that a
church without the power of the
Holy Spirit and Bible principles
dominating it is a curse rather than a
blessing to a people and their com-
munity.

As the days of Noah have re-
turned with a mixing of the godly
and the ungodly seeds, may God
keep us from the dialecticism of the
flesh and Spirit.
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The Need of Being Drawn to Holiness

“For many be called, but few chosen” (Matthew 20:16)—Christ made this
statement several times. This verse carries the understanding of many being
invited in the call, but few being chosen. The Greek here is “many are
called (#letoi), but few are chosen” (ekletoi) signifying that the chosen are the
called out from the called ones. Many have the call given to them, but only
a few out of that number heed that calling. Many hear, but few believe.
Many are in the visible churches, but few at the same time are in the
invisible, elect church. The sobriety of this statement calls us to consider
why some respond and believe while others neglect and reject so great an
invitation. A key to those who do respond is in part related to their own
longing for holiness in Christ.

The Principle of Drawing

John 6:44 states, “No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him.” The word here for draw means “an undercurrent
drawing, a silent but powerful pull.” In contrast Acts 8:3 speaks of a
different kind of drawing: “As for Saul, he made havock of the church,
entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to
prison.” Here the word haling is the word suro, which means “to violently
drag.” Both these drawings appear in the context of John 21:6-8. John
21:6 states, “They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for
the multitude of fishes.” The word for draw means “a slow, deliberate
drawing” as in John 6:44. Two verses later John 21:8 states, “dragging the
net with fishes.” This is the word of Acts 8:3; now they had attached the net
to the boat dragging the fishes through the water.

God desires to draw us unto Himself by this first kind of drawing—by an
inward power, by divine impulse. In John 6:44 the Father does this drawing.
Yet, John 12:32 adds, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me,” indicating there is also the drawing power of Christ Himself
in the human life. Even the Shulamite in Song of Solomon 1:4 prays this
desire, “Draw me.”

How does this drawing come from God? Often these drawings are
longings which God places in the human heart. We read of this drawing in
the life of Abraham in Hebrews 11:15, 16:

And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly.

Often one thing intensifies the longing for something else. God uses desires
in the drawing of men.



Everyone comes to God for a different reason, with a different longing.
In Luke 15:12-24 the prodigal son came to such a low point in his life of
failure that he was longing for bread. This longing was part of a pulling
toward home and toward the father. In Matthew 20:29-34 two blind men
longed to be healed of blindness. This desire became a drawing to Christ.
Mark in his rendering of the Gospel (10:46-52), refers to the specific one of
the two blind men mentioned in Matthew. His desire and longing was
“Lord, that I might receive my sight” (Mark 10:51b). In Mark 5:25-34
there was a woman with an issue of blood for twelve years. She had
“suffered many things of many physicians and spent all that she had and was
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse” (5:26). She pressed behind Christ
to touch His clothes. She longed for a healing from Him; this was the
drawing in her life.

Men and women in the Gospels sought the Lord for specific needs, for
the healing of their children, the hopes and dreams of a better life, etc. Why
do people come to Christ today? What is the drawing? A broken home? A
wretched and failing life? Many in the prison system turn to God because
they are at the end of life's hope. God has used many things as longings to
draw individuals unto Him.

Drawings in Christ, the Way

This drawing does not cease at the New Birth. When the individual
becomes a Christian, he enters Christ, Who is the Way. The Way is the life
in Christ. If the believer is going on with Christ, the drawing of the Lord
begins pulling him deeper into that rich life of Christ. A number of
questions may be asked,

“Is there a higher way within the Way?”

“Is there more to this Way than what I am living and experiencing?”
“Is there a highway within the Way, an elevated road within the Road?”
“Could the Water of Christ be turned into Winer”

“According to Romans 6:4, could I be walking in newness of life (that is, a
renewing of the new life in Christ)?”

“Could I be walking in the Spirit and not fulfilling the lust of the flesh?”

The Highway Within the Way

Isaiah 35:8 tells us of a highway within the way; that highway is called the
way of holiness. The Apostle Paul spoke of a “more excellent way” (I
Corinthians 12:31) or a loftier road within the road. This is part of the
drawing of the Holy Spirit after we are born again. We are “in the way”
which is Christ Himself. However, within Christ there is a highway, a more



excellent way, or as stated in Acts 18:26, “the way of God more perfectly.”

Why do not many professing Christians desire to grow deeper in Christ? Why are
they content in simply being saved? We tend to stay in what we have and
never desire to explore beyond the basics. The writer to the Hebrews
alluded to this problem in 6:1-3:

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works,
and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this
will we do, if God permit.

We tend to want to stay in our limited view of Christ, fearing or neglecting
to learn more of Him. But God's children must continue to grow both in
the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Part of that growth must
be found in the holiness of Christ.

Seven spiritual ingredients mentioned in I Thessalonians 4:1-8 present
the need of holiness in the life, the highway within the way, and insight to the
drawings of this deepening life. (1) No man will walk higher than what he
sees. Some theological systems hinder a person from seeing the full and rich
atonement provided for him. (2) A man must be drawn in the way for
biblical holiness. The children of Israel were driven from Egypt across the
Red Sea, but they were drawn across Jordan to Canaan's land that flowed
with milk and honey. There is a rest to be found when God forgives us of
our sins (Matthew 11:28), but there is also a rest to be found in the
deepening of our walk in Christ (Hebrews 4). (3) Holiness or sanctification
is a biblical distinctive needed for the heart and the Way. (4) There must be
a calling to holiness (4:7). (5) Holiness is for those who desire to walk with
God, to please God, and to abound more and more. (6) Holiness deals with
the small things in the Christian life. And, (7) holiness is a separation from
sin unto God; it is an enabling grace to say no to evil on the road.

Holiness Leads to Consecration

The brethren at Jerusalem in a letter to the Gentile Christians stated that
Barnabas and Paul were “men that have hazarded their lives for the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 15:26). The word hagarded is in the perfect
tense meaning that they have not only jeopardized their lives for the Lord
but also “they have handed over” their lives for the Lord. Itis a precious
phrase declaring their consecration to Christ. Such a commentary on two
individuals could only be true because the will and heart have been drawn
by both the bold words of heaven as well as the whispers of heaven. Such a
highway within the way is for those, like Moses, who will turn aside to this



burning bush to see this burning truth of the holiness of God.

There are various words for holiness in the Old Testament. The most
prominent word godesh is used approximately 830 times. It is translated “to
sanctify, holiness, holy” with also the meaning to “separate unto God.” It
has the more literal understanding of that which is “effulgent, brilliant.”
There is also the word kabod, which means “glory, weight, heaviness.” In the
New Testament we have the word bagios, which is translated “sanctify, or

»

holiness.
bought out of the market,” bought and taken out of the market of sin. In

There is also the word exagorazo, which literally means “to be

John 17:17 we have the word hagnizo, which literally means, “a cleansing
unto consecration.”

Each of the above words is unique in presenting a certain aspect of the
Holiness of God and that which a true believer can partake of (Hebrews
12:10b). The Shulamite in the beautiful Song of Solomon had constant
longings for her King-Shepherd. We discern these longings in such cries as
“draw me” (1:4), “tell me” (1:7), and “stay me” (2:5). It is evident
throughout the story that her Beloved was calling unto her with consistency.

Reasons for Holiness in the Life

Just as the sinner comes to God for different reasons, so the longing in
the Christian for the holiness of God may be for different reasons.
Throughout the Bible we read of those who had longings for holiness of
heart and life in a variety of drawings of heart. In Genesis 32 Jacob had
the longing of being delivered from his “Jacob” nature, the need of the self-
life to be changed by coming “face to face” with Christ. In Isaiah 6 the
prophet Isaiah had been preaching for some six years before the death of
“King Uzziah,” a type of the Old Man (Romans 6:6). It was when this king
died that Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up. The prophet Isaiah who
pronounced woes against God's people in chapter five cries, “Woe is me” in
chapter six. He came to know through the burning holiness of God of the
purging needed in his life. Romans 7 speaks of the longing to be delivered
from the spiritual civil war within, between the New Man in Christ and the
Old Man. Itis the cry, “O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?” (7:24). Gladly, the answer came, “I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” In Psalm 51 David's longing was to be
made “whiter than snow,” for a deliverance from the power of his birth
pollution.

It is one thing to have the holiness of Christ to be zmputed in our behalf in
heaven, and it is another thing to have that holiness izparted in the heart and
life. Once the working of sanctification and holiness is wrought in the heart



and life, there is a longing for consecration of that life. The Christian may
be able to dedicate his life to Christ, but only God can consecrate the life
unto Himself.

Therefore, there is another longing that comes on the road, the Way, yea
the highway within the Way. Itis the longing for the consecration of one's
life by God. The Nazarite vow of Numbers 6 typifies the longing of such
a Christian in consecration. The consecrated Christian is no longer simply
choosing between good and evil, but between good and best. The things of
life, even the legitimate things are given up for Christ's glory. Another
example of the consecrated life is in the Love Slave of Exodus 21.
Consecration is when we begin serving Christ not out of obligation and
necessity but out of deep love for Him.

When this longing and desire begins in the life, Christ begins to draw us to
the whole burnt offering of Leviticus chapter one. This is a voluntary
offering of wanting to lay the entirety of the heart and life upon the altar of
Calvary. This is the life of Romans 12:1-2. In Exodus 33 Moses wanted
God to show him His glory. Moses had a deep longing to know the £abod
of God in his life; this is that weight of God's glory manifested in the life.

Yes, men come to Christ initially for different reasons, and Christians are
drawn deeper in Christ initially for different longings and hungerings.

Conclusion

How often we have read the biographies of men and women who
expressed these longings in their lives, even at times not knowing what the
hunger and longing was about. They only knew there was a drawing for
more of Christ in the life, more love for Christ, a pure heart, an anointed
life they knew they did not have. Robert Murray McCheyne, David
Brainerd, Hudson Taylor, Elizabeth Prentiss, Frances Havergal, George
Whitefield, and John Wesley all possessed this longing for and drawing by
Christ. They poured out their hearts to God with intensity for a variety of
needs.

Have you known the drawings of God for a deeper prayer life, a deeper
anointing in witnessing, teaching, or preaching? Have your desires for
Christ intensified after a season of living with Christ? Do you want a
deepening of His Presence, His Glory, and His Love?

In these days when professing Christians seem to care nothing for a life
with Christ, to say nothing of an intense life with Christ, such a hunger must
come to the Christian heart. The absence of such a drawing and hungering
will produce the “lukewarmness” that Christ spoke about in the Laodicean



Church (Revelation 3:15-16). Many truly are called unto holiness, but only
a few will be chosen, will respond, and will yield to the drawings of their
Beloved One. As God is not calling everyone at the same time to
conversion, for many continue to have no moving of the Spirit upon them,
there will be many professing Christians who will seem to have no moving
of the Spirit toward a holy life. This lack is because they do not want a full
life with Christ. They may hear the call to such a life, but they have no
desire for it. Only God knows if they are truly saved.

Sadly, we often meet ministers and professing Christians who simply have
no desire for the deeper things of God; they are content to live at the
entrance of the Kingdom and hunger not for the exploration of that
Kingdom in Christ and His Grace. And yet there is no Christian life without
holiness of heart and life. “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness,
but unto holiness. He therefore that despiseth [holiness|, despiseth not man,
but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit” (I Thessalonians 4:7-
8). But, “faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (5:24). Only a
few seem to respond to this deeper call from God.

May the Lord not only draw sinners unto Christ, the Way, but also
Christians, who are already in the Way, into the highway of holiness found
within that Way. May our hunger for God truly intensify as the years
unfold in our Christian walk.
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