STRAIGHTWAY
And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him [Mark 1:18].
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The End-time Battle for a Biblical Marriage
Dr. H. T. Spence

Today Christians have been
called upon to live in the most
treacherous time in history—a
time when the evident unfolding
of biblical prophecy clearly warns
us of this hour in history. That
which God declares to be true,
contemporary man declares to be
false; that which God declares to
be either moral or immoral, man
now declares to be the opposite.
Man has either redefined or
denied every divinely-appointed
institution by God. Today’s
humanists are a product of the
ever-expanding foundations
of atheism, evolution, moral
relativism, freedom of inquiry,
postmodernism, and the pursuit

of a one-world government.
Our society has entered into a
spirit of insanity where political
correctness is controlling the
governments of the world as
well as the daily thought-life
of society in general. George
Orwell’s book 1984 revealed a
compelling description of how
the so-called Ministry of Truth
used “Newspeak” to brainwash
the people of Oceania. The
party slogans were “War is Peace;
Freedom is Slavery; Ignorance
is Strength.” Through crafty
manipulation, these lies were
eventually embraced and believed.
Myths have their origin with

This edition includes two more articles

Till Death Us Do Part
Building a Biblical Marriage in Christ

Satan in the Garden of Eden. Satan
convinced Eve that by disobeying
the Word of God she could rule her
own life, she could be her own god,
and she could escape any thoughtless
dependency on a Heavenly Being
Who really had no right to claim
her life for Himself. Since this first
deception, there has continually been
throughout the ages this great debate
over whether mankind will be ruled
by God or whether man is capable
of ruling himself. Sir Julian Huxley,
one of the founders of the American
Humanist Association, g ave a
powerful definition of a modern-day
humanist:

being or beings, but has to rely on
himself and his own power.

Huxley was once on a television
program in which he responded to
the question of why evolution was so
readily accepted. He admitted, “The
reason we accepted Darwinism even
without proof, is because we didn’t
want God to interfere with our sexual
mores.” Such candidness reveals that
so-called modern man does not want
to believe in God because he wants
no interference from the Creator to
his way of living.
As Christians, we are not pessimists in these matters, nor are we
optimists; we are realists in discerning the times in which we live.
Postmodernism, with its change of
words, of languages, of philosophies
of history, has brought us to a time in
our contemporary that what was once
believed as truth is now perpetrated
as error, and what was once error is
now presented as truth—insanity has
become sanity and sanity has become
insanity.

I use the word “humanist” to
mean someone who believes that
man is just as much a natural
phenomenon as an animal or
plant; that his body, mind and soul
were not supernaturally created
but are products of evolution, and
that he is not under the control
or guidance of any supernatural
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One of the great areas the Devil
is dedicated to destroying is that
“haven of rest” that God instituted
and called marriage. God appointed
and designed marriage to be a part of
this precious life on earth; no matter
how evil or difficult life becomes on
earth, this area is to be marked with
strength, love, and peace. Why would
the world be against marriage? It is
simply because marriage is ordained
by God and not by man. God
appointed marriage; God designated
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his own body. What? know ye not that
what marriage should be—its very
your body is the temple of the Holy
concept, its very formation of a man
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of
and woman in an honorable living
God, and ye are not your own? For ye
condition in the sight of heaven.
are bought with a price: therefore glorify
This all is preser ved in Genesis
God in your body, and in your spirit,
2:21–25. How sad but true that
which are God’s.
the sin of man eventually over time
destroys any creation of God or any The apostle Paul continues,
identification of man with God.
Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let

every man have his own wife, and let

God made the human body to
every woman have her own husband (1
serve Him; this body is to be preCor. 7:2).
sented unto Him as a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, to do Paul also states the following in 1
God’s will (Rom. 12:1, 2). The first Corinthians 7:3–5:
time the term flesh is used in the Bible
Let the husband render unto the wife due
benevolence: and likewise also the wife
is in the context of woman:
unto the husband. The wife hath not
power of her own body, but the husband:
and likewise also the husband hath not
power of his own body, but the wife.
Defraud ye not one the other, except it
be with consent for a time, that ye may
give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and
come together again, that Satan tempt
you not for your incontinency.

This is now bone of my bone, and flesh
of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.
Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh (Gen.
2:23, 24).

“Woman” is specifically the flesh
that God appointed for man; she
was to be his wife. Apart from
God Himself, man was permitted
by God to give his body only unto
his wife. This is why God is against
fornication. Fornication violates
the appointment of the flesh in
both its service to God directly and
its dedication to the husband-wife
relationship.

God permits the body of the husband to be given to his wife and her
body unto him. God denounces the
fornication of man giving his body
to himself, to another man, or to
another woman; this includes the
mental fornication of pornography.
The body of a man belongs only to
God and to the woman with whom
a man has permanently become one
Note the Bible’s declaration in 1 flesh. God’s purpose in marriage is
the bringing together of one man
Corinthians 6:18–20:
and one woman to become one flesh.
Flee fornication. Every sin that a man
doeth is without the body; but he that
committeth fornication sinneth against

Contemporary media, governments, and liberal churches are
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pressuring and promoting the destruction of biblical marriage. Recent
and radical changes concerning the
concept of marriage have led us
directly back to the days of Noah and
the days of Lot. Amidst the national
battle to destroy biblical marriage, we
will have to battle to keep a biblical
marriage.

cleave unto his wife: and they shall be
one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). The original
Hebrew of the Old Testament is very
clear that this speaks only of two
genders, a man and a woman. This
is the pattern. God forbids any other
pattern! Genesis 18:20 states, “And
the LORD said, Because the cry of
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and
because their sin is very grievous.”
What was this sin? Genesis 19:5
reveals, “And they called unto Lot,
and said unto him, Where are the
men which came in to thee this
night? bring them out unto us, that
we may know them.” The word know
is the same word used of a husband
with his wife. Deuteronomy 23:17
declares, “There shall be no whore
of the daughters of Israel, nor a
sodomite of the sons of Israel.” We
also read in Leviticus 18:22, “Thou
shalt not lie with mankind, as with
womankind: it is abomination.”
God’s Word and will are clear in this
truth. This is one of the reasons
that God used the nation of Israel
to judge the Canaanites: “Defile not
ye yourselves in any of these things:
for in all these the nations are defiled
which I cast out before you” (Lev.
18:24).

An example of the early decline
of biblical marriage is recorded in
Genesis 4:19, when Lamech brought
polygamy into existence. He directly attacked the appointment of
marriage. This happened in the
seventh generation of mankind, well
over a thousand years after Creation. Three generations later in the
days of Noah (according to Gen.
6:1, 2), polygamy went beyond two
wives to that of multiple wives. Ten
generations after Noah (during the
days of Abraham and Lot) there
arises in history sodomy, which the
Bible calls strange flesh. We are now
in a generation that has denounced
the Bible’s view and civilization’s
view of marriage. The Christian only
believes in marriage according to the
Bible and its historic view throughout
all of human history, especially as
preserved in Western civilization.

Note the New Testament’s burden
Five areas of marriage have beon
this subject:
come the target of destruction today
For this cause God gave them up unto
in our country.
vile affections: for even their women
did change the natural use into that
which is against nature: And likewise
also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust one

(1) The Biblical Pattern for Marriage.
Marriage is to be between a man and a
woman: “Therefore shall a man leave
his father and his mother, and shall
4

from fornication. The Devil is endeavoring to hinder and destroy the
existence of mankind; sodomy is a
great tool of the Devil to diminish
the population and promote greater
abominations of fornication.

toward another; men with men working
that which is unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompence of their error
which was meet (Rom. 1:26, 27).

In 1 Corinthians 6:9 Paul declares
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor abusers of themselves with mankind.

(3) The Biblical Purity of Marriage.
Most wedding vows include the
phrase, “And forsaking all others,
keep thee only unto him (or her)
so long as ye both shall live.” This
vow is given in order to separate,
to keep one’s self from any other
person; likewise, it commits one’s self
totally to his (or her) marriage mate.
One of the Ten Commandments
declares, “Thou shalt not commit
adulter y.” Jesus expanded that
commandment to include that lust in
the heart for another is also adultery.
Permissiveness has become the norm
in contemporary marriages. Rampant
pornography is easily brought into
the home through the internet;
additionally, much of the music today
is filled with words that suggest an
immoral lifestyle. A husband and
wife can only achieve oneness when
both of them have given themselves
completely to one another and to no
one else. Such oneness can never be
known in the sodomite context.

The words effeminate and abusers of
themselves are words that describe
the homosexual lifestyle. Yes, the
words of Paul go on to say that
such individuals can be saved.
However, they must stop their sin—
“Such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified” (1 Cor. 6:11)! A
professing “homosexual Christian”
is an impossibility.

(2) The Biblical Purposes of Marriage.
“It is not good that man should be
alone” (Gen. 2:18). The relationship
and companionship to be found in
this chapter refers to a woman for
life. It is also for responsibility in
life together; for they were placed in
the garden together to dress it and to
keep it. This relationship is also for
replenishing the earth (Gen. 1:28).
Apart from the marriage relationship
(4) The Biblical Per manence of
of a man and his wife, no other
Marriage. Our heart goes out to
pattern can biblically replenish the
any man or woman whose spouse
earth.
has become unfaithful; this truly is
Following the fall of man, another a casualty of departing from God’s
purpose for biblical marriage arises biblical appointment in marriage.
in 1 Corinthians 7: biblical marriage The Bible declares that man must
is to keep the man and woman cleave [i.e., “to glue, to stick together”]
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unto his wife. God never intended
for this oneness to be divided.
Matthew 19:6 states, “What therefore
God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder.” This verse does
not state whom God hath joined
together; it states what. The what
in this verse is the principle of a
man and woman coming together
in marriage. In Matthew 19:8 Christ
declares, “Moses because of the
hardness of your hearts suffered
you to put away your wives: but
from the beginning it was not so.”
Jesus reinforced the principle of the
permanence of marriage.

husband and wife relationship is
a living, working picture of Christ
and the Church. Our position in
the true Church is to be not only
preached about but also pictured
in our lives. Biblical marriage is
Christianity modeled; such a truth
has become void in our day. The
institutional Church on earth today
is in apostasy, in adultery, and in all
forms of spiritual fornication. The
battle for marriage is a spiritual battle
that goes far beyond just the breakup
of a marriage; it is an attack against
the very purpose of God concerning
His true Church.

(5) The Biblical Picture of
Marriage. This picture is found
in Ephesians 5:22–25. Here the
principle of husband and wife is
paralleled to that of Christ and His
Church. “This is a great mystery:
but I speak concer ning Christ
and the church” (Eph. 5:32). The

May God help us in these last
and difficult days to remain true to
the biblical principles of a biblical
marriage. All other concepts and
definitions of marriage are to be
rejected and refused, no matter what
it may cost us in our definitive stand
S
for the biblical declaration.
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Till Death Us Do Part
Dr. H. T. Spence

In these crucial days a Christian
husband and wife must face the
future together. No greater joy
could God have given under the sun
than the precious life together of
a man and woman as husband and
wife. We must fully understand that
this relationship was first divinely
appointed by God, prior to the Fall,
prior to children, and prior to the
revelation of the Church. It was the
first of social relationships that God
gave to mankind. Man and wife were
literally one in the beginning: she was
found within him; she came from his
deep sleep, she came from his bones,
and she came from his flesh. She was
the closest thing to him throughout
all creation. God appointed them to
be together for the journey of life.
These two, man and woman, were
together prior to the Fall. And yes,
they fell together, both partaking as
if it were one act of sin. Together
they would face life after the Fall—
its sorrows, its griefs, its agonies,
its travails, and yet there would be
earthly joys God would sprinkle
along the way of the fallen path.

one woman, and one woman to every
man; this was fully established by
God in creation. But by the seventh
generation, with mankind deepening
in sin, lust takes the place of love and
principle. No doubt jealousies arose
between the two wives, resulting in
disunity in the family, a division of
fully-committed love by the husband,
and strifes between the children of
these two women. We will read of
such strifes throughout the Bible
when such unions and offspring
exist. There is the evidence of the
increase of such a spirit among men
during the years prior to the Flood:
“They took them wives of all which
they chose.” But we read of Noah
and his sons taking only one wife
each. Even postdiluvian history
began with God’s appointed unity of
one man and one woman.
We then read of Abraham and
Sarah; no doubt the two were in love,
and there was respect for each other.
In Genesis 16 it seems that Sarah’s
motive in making the suggestion
to Abraham to take Hagar to wife
simply was out of her love for him
and the longing she had to give him
children. But the plan of Sarah
brought greater heartache through
the countenance and actions of
Hagar, who now, herself with child,
despised Sarah. Then Sarah cried
unto Abraham, “My wrong be upon
thee: I have given my maid into thy

One Man with One Woman
We never read of Adam marrying
another woman or of children
from another union. Only seven
generations later do we read of
Lamech having two wives Adah and
Zillah. It must be said God never
intended for man to have more than
7

bosom.” It is evident that Abraham
loved Sarah more than Hagar the
handmaid, for he told Sarah to do
with the maid as it pleased her. After
the death of Sarah, Abraham married
Keturah, and many sons were born;
yet, many of these and their offspring
became enemies to the children of
Isaac and Jacob. Only Abraham and
Sarah were buried in the cave of
Machpelah before Mamre; this is once
again reiterated at the end of Genesis.

Today’s View of
A Biblical Oneness
The tabloids of our times
are replete with the news of the
normality of adultery among the
Hollywood stars, politicians, and
even religious personalities. Many
do not even take the time to divorce
the spouse before they are in the
arms of some strange woman or
some loose-living man. These days
are truly like the times of the Flood
in both the lifestyles of the rich and
the famous as well as the average
unknown citizens. The passion for
divorce is running wild throughout
our land; in several states a divorce
can be granted in less than twentyfour hours.

As for Abraham’s son Isaac, he
maintained love for one woman
throughout his life. Then Isaac’s
son Jacob, at 77 years old, left home
and went to Haran. At the end of
seven years and one week (though
he had to work an additional seven
years to resolve Rachel as his wife),
he was married to two sisters, Leah
and Rachel. Great struggles arose
between the two women: jealousies
a n d e nv y, a l l i n t h e v y i n g f o r
Jacob’s heart in love. It must be
acknowledged that God’s will for
Jacob was to be found in Leah, the
older sister. Rachel was the subjective
heart of Jacob; she was a woman of
immaturity, selfishness, moodiness,
and the secret love for idolatry. We
do not doubt her love for Jacob, but
her love for him was not found in
God, as Leah’s love was.

The fallout from this explosion
of divorce is far more extensive than
most people realize. For instance, in
Great Britain, where the divorce rate
is just slightly ahead of the United
States, for every three divorces there
are five children involved. Here in
America the family structure has
been the stability of this country
for nearly three hundred years. But
now our country has disintegrated;
divorce for any cause is a crucial
reason for our destruction. One of
the reasons for the continued growth
in divorce figures is the apparent
apathy with which modern man
views the dissolution of a marriage.
Even professing Christians and
the institutional Church have been
desensitized to this plight. We both
read and hear of more and more

When one reads carefully through
the Bible, wherever God’s men fell
into the sin of polygamy, there were
increased problems in the home.
David and Solomon are prime
examples of this.
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Christians marrying for as long as they
both shall “love,” instead of as long
as they both shall “live.” Many of
the Protestant denominations, such
as the United Methodist Church, are
now providing formal observances
of divorce in their churches. It is the
belief now that since the church plays
a significant part in the “initiation”
of a human relationship (marriage),
perhaps it needs to assist in the
honorable dissolution of a marriage.
If the church is now solemnizing and
legitimatizing divorce, who is left to
represent God’s standard?

as a new professional service alongside marriage counseling. It must
be realized that these so-called
“marriageless marriages,” besides
violating God’s law, are destroying
the security of commitment that is
necessary for rearing children with
a strong sense of worth. More and
more, throughout our jail ministries,
we meet prisoners who have children
back home, yet the mother of these
children is simply a live-in.
For several decades now the
feminist movement has been giving
battle to literally eradicate the concept
of the home and marriage. Gloria
Steinman, for a number of years the
editor of MS. magazine, called upon
women to raise their children to
believe in human potential, and not
to believe in God. She was pressing
in the early 1980s the need of living
in equal partnership and the demand
to abolish and reform the institution
of marriage. Her call truly has come
to pass in our society.

Another astounding problem
is the stag gering growth in the
number of people who are living
together without the legal formalities
of marriage. Some government
statistics declare that the number of
such relationships is possibly equal to
those who are married, while some
declare the percentage is actually
higher. The open declaration of livein couples has become so common
that the United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development
has changed its rules to permit such
couples to occupy public housing.
The courts throughout our land are
wrestling with the legal and property
complications that arise when such
“non-married” couples “divorce.”
Hollywood has made popular the
“marriageless marriages.” Etiquette
columnists write about which names
to use in addressing unmarried
partners; and “couple counseling”
has emerged in these recent years

Many of the prominent women
leaders today believe that children
raised in families mean there is no
equality, and in order to raise children
with equality, we must take them
away from families who raise them.
For a number of years now women
such as Dr. Mary Jo Bane, Nancy
Lehmann, and Helen Sullinger (to
name just a few) have declared that
marriage has only existed for the
benefit of men and has been a legally
sanctioned method of control over
women. Thus, according to them,
9

the desperate need is to completely
end the institution of marriage and
bring about the liberation of women.
Such feminist leaders for years have
openly encouraged American women
to leave their husbands and not to
live individually with men, but with
women. Yes, they are aggressively
campaigning for the absolute
destruction of the very need of
marriage.

males (because of their own failure in
motherhood).
We also see the aggressive erosion
of the American family through the
alarming deterioration of television
and movie standards. The “average”
family presented in the media is no
longer a conventional family made
up of a mother, father, and children.
It consists of lesbians, homosexuals,
transvestites, or more “conservatively,”
divorced partners and couples living
together outside of wedlock. Yes,
this country is bent with an intense
passion to destroy what God has given
to us through love, commitment,
and companionship. And we are
witnessing the entrance of modern
Christianity into the debate of all
this and the changing of scriptural
views, changes based on emotional
or personal considerations. We must
never yield to the temptation to
develop a theology that is compatible
with our human experiences. Neither
should we interpret Scripture to justify
the popular, preconceived conclusions.
We must declare with strength of
conviction: “What is the will and heart
of God for my wife and me?”

We are at a crucial hour in Western
civilization when the concept of the
“family” is radically being redefined.
The hope now is for a new form
of family where individuals live and
work together to help meet the needs
of all people in society. This in
turn brings about a new way of
looking at children. It is now the
belief by political liberals that it
is the responsibility of the entire
society to raise the children rather
than individual parents.
The Goals of Present-day Leaders
There are five basic goals that
stand behind the major liberal movements in our country today: (1) Man
(the male) is the enemy; (2) babies
lead to bondage; (3) total equality
is a fact, and not simply a goal; (4)
marriage must be eliminated; and,
(5) above all, religious absolutes
must be eradicated from society. But
amidst these goals, we must never
be fooled. Underneath what seems
to be a desire for compassionate
concern for the selfhood of women,
there is a cloak of hatred and envy of

God’s Precious Pattern of
Permanence in Marriage
What is the pattern of Scripture
in this matter? God’s original pattern
for mar riage requires that one
“cleave” to his spouse (Gen. 2:24).
This word cleave means “to cling, to
adhere, to abide fast by.” It means
“to cement together, to stick like
10

glue, to be welded together so that that dissolves the permanent, “one
the two cannot be separated without flesh” relationship of marriage in
damage to both.” We must not God’s sight.
question the fact that God intended
For the woman which hath an husband
marriage to be a permanent, life-long
is bound by the law to her husband so
bond and commitment between a
long as he liveth; but if the husband be
man and a woman. In fact, at the
dead, she is loosed from the law of her
husband. So then if, while her husband
point of marriage, God declares the
liveth, she be married to another man,
man and woman to be permanently
she shall be called an adulteress: but if
united together as “one flesh.” This
her husband be dead, she is free from
is to be a physical, mental, emotional,
that law; so that she is no adulteress,
and spiritual oneness.
though she be married to another man
(Rom. 7:2, 3).

In the New Testament Jesus
affirmed God’s plan for marriage by
repeating the statement of Genesis
2:24. He further emphasized the
permanence of marriage by adding,
“What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder”
(Matt. 19:6). The apostles held to
this principle of permanence of
marriage. For we read of Paul’s
words in 1 Corinthians 7:10, “And
unto the married I command, yet
not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife
depart from her husband.” This
principle is not based on the spiritual
condition of one’s spouse. For Paul
proceeded to apply the principle
to the marriage where there is an
unbelieving spouse:

Oh, dear reader, we must not allow
the constant weariness of this world’s
philosophy to grind away at our
marriage. This pressure comes from
both the media and places of secular
employment. It is important to
understand that the permanence of
marriage is not an arbitrary law of an
old-fashion God. All of God’s laws
regulating human life are based on
His righteous, unchanging character.
God is a covenant-keeping God. He
has never broken a covenant. Even
when His chosen people Israel were
spiritually adulterous and unfaithful,
He remained faithful to His covenant.
Moral laws and standards of right and
wrong are absolute and unchanging,
because they are determined by God’s
unchanging nature. And it will never
be right for a man and woman to
break their marriage covenant of
companionship.

If any brother hath a wife that believeth
not, and she be pleased [willing] to dwell
with him, let him not put her away.
And the woman which hath an husband
that believeth not, and if he be pleased to
dwell with her, let her not leave him (1
Cor. 7:12, 13).

Casualties in Marriages

Paul further explained that the
But there are those who have had
death of one spouse is the only thing casualties in their marriages. We must
11

declare that God is able to forgive
those who have remarried, and they
are just as much saved and forgiven
by grace as any other Christian. But
it still does not change the fact of
God’s Word on the matter.

passage of Matthew 19, the Pharisees
appealed to the law of Moses, in
which he recognized and regulated
divorce (found in Deut. 24:1–4).
While Jesus acknowledged Moses’
regulation of divorce, He reminded
the Pharisees that such laws were
merely concessions to the hardness of
their hearts. He returned to the heart
of His message, a restatement of
the intent of God when He created
marriage: “from the beginning it
was not so.” Some have stated that
this exception given by Christ is
only referring to the espousal period
of engagement and not the actual
consummated marriage. But truly,
it covers marriage itself. This clause
“saving for the cause of fornication”
would not only include adultery, but
also homosexuality, lesbianism, incest,
and perhaps in certain persistent
addictions, pornography. He uses
the general word for “fornication.”
But this passage is not stating that
there must be a separation and
divorce if these evils take place; it
simply means there are grounds for
divorce. But again, the greater point
of Christ’s words in this passage is
the permanence of marriage. We
took vows, “till death us do part.”
We must honor those vows!

There are some questions that may
arise, such as the exception clause
given by Christ. The question refers
to two statements of Jesus, both
found in the Gospel of Matthew.
But I say unto you, That whosoever shall
put away his wife, saving for the cause
of fornication, causeth her to commit
adultery: and whosoever shall marry
her that is divorced committeth adultery
(Matt. 5:32).

There is a similar statement found
in Matthew 19:9. Matthew is the
only Gospel writer to record this
clause. Mark and Luke, in parallel
accounts, make no reference to
any exception permitting divorce.
The apostle Paul never speaks of
such an exception in his teaching
on divorce and remar riage. In
Matthew 19 Christ takes us back to
God’s intended purpose of marriage
(notice this in verses 4–6). It was in
their response for a “loophole” that
Christ responded with the exception
clause. The Pharisees, like many
believers today, were preoccupied
with establishing grounds for divorce.
(Today the most common reason
given for divorce on the submitted
applications is “incompatibility.”)

Perhaps another word needs to
be given in regard to those who have
suffered such a tragedy of life. There
must be the willingness to repent
of any sin that was involved; agree
Jesus was concerned about the with God about the failures in your
permanence of marriage. In this
– Article Continues after Insert
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				 Dr. H. T. Spence
MONDAY (March 21)
8:30 am		 Film
10:00 am		 “The Servant Growing Up Before Him” (Isa. 53:2)
			
Bro. Malachi Nighswonger
7:00 pm		 “The Servant Despised and Rejected” (Isa. 53:3)
			
Dr. Dennis Lowry
TUESDAY (March 22)
8:30 am		 Film
10:00 am		 “The Servant Bearing and Carrying” (Isa. 53:4)
			
Rev. Christopher Nighswonger
7:00 pm		 “The Servant Wounded, Bruised, and Chastised” (Isa. 53:5)
			
Dr. Douglas Wilson
WEDNESDAY (March 23)
8:30 am		 “The Servant Upon Whom Iniquity Is Laid” (Isa. 53:6)
			
Rev. Patrick Nighswonger
10:00 am		 “The Servant Oppressed and Afflicted” (Isa. 53:7)
			
Dr. Douglas Wilson
7:00 pm		 “The Servant Taken from Prison and from Judgment” (Isa. 53:8)
			
Rev. Brad Lowry
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THURSDAY (March 24)
8:30 am		 “The Servant and His Grave” (Isa. 53:9)
			
Rev. Andrew Stabler
10:00 am		 “The Servant Pleasing the Lord” (Isa. 53:10)
			
Rev. Samuel Wilson
3:00 pm		 Meeting of the Board of Trustees
7:00 pm		 “The Servant and the Travail of His Soul” (Isa. 53:11)
			
Dr. Dennis Lowry
FRIDAY (March 25)
8:30 am		 “The Servant Dividing the Spoil” (Isa. 52:12)
			
Dr. H. T. Spence
10:00 am		 Reflections Upon the Goodness of God (Orientation)
12:00 pm		 Lunch for All Our Congregation and Guests
7:00 pm		 TBA

RESURRECTION SUNDAY
(March 27)
6:30 am
Sunrise Service
“The Servant and the Resurrection”
Rev. Gary Dean
9:15 am
Film
10:30 am
“The Servant and His Return to Glory”
Dr. H. T. Spence
6:00 pm
“The Servant and His Servants”
Dr. H. T. Spence
The bookstore in the French Divinity Hall of Anvil House will be open daily,
Monday through Friday, after the 8:30 am, 10:00 am, & 7:00 pm services.
The Student Center will be open between services.
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SPEAKERS FOR
THE FOUNDATIONS BIBLE CONFERENCE
Dr. H. T. Spence

President of Foundations Bible College &
Pastor of Foundations Bible Collegiate Church

Dr. Dennis Lowry

Vice President of Foundations Bible College &
Associate Pastor of Foundations Bible Collegiate Church

Dr. Douglas Wilson

Dean of Christian Education &
Principal of Foundations Christian Academy

Bro. Malachi Nighswonger
Student
Foundations Bible College

Rev. Christopher Nighswonger
Faculty/Staff
Foundations Bible College

Rev. Patrick Nighswonger
Faculty/Staff
Foundations Bible College

Rev. Brad Lowry

Faculty/Staff
Foundations Bible College

Rev. Andrew Stabler

Faculty/Staff
Foundations Bible College

Rev. Samuel Wilson

Graduate
Foundations Bible College

Rev. Gary Dean

Graduate
Foundations Bible College

Plan to attend these twenty-two services from Palm Sunday through Resurrection Sunday.
All board members, faculty, staff, students, and friends are cordially invited.
The Lunch on Good Friday is gratis.

16

life that contributed to the failure of
that marriage. Many things may have
been involved: a willful, independent
spirit against your parents as you
were growing up; marriage against
the counsel or authority of godly
parents or pastor; premarital sexual
relationship; wrong attitudes toward
your spouse, such as selfishness,
pride, ungratefulness, anger, resentment, impatience, laziness, unkindness, harshness, critical words
that damaged your spouse’s spirit;
failing to love, cherish, and nourish
your wife; failing to meet the
emotional and spiritual needs of your
wife; failing to reverence, honor, and
obey your husband; or failing to serve
your spouse and put his/her needs
and desires before your own.

(forbidding it), you may feel a
desperate sense of being locked into
an impossible situation. Do not
look to the world for a way out of
your difficulty; look to God. Keep
in mind some precious truths: (1)
There is no conflict too great for
God to reconcile. There is no spouse
too wicked for God to change; look
to God as being greater than the
situation, and be willing to wait for
Him to work. (2) Don’t focus all
your thoughts upon your spouse’s
failures (although you may think he/
she may be fully at fault while you are
not wrong); begin to accept personal
responsibility. Anything that is not
like Christ will certainly contribute
to a failure in the marriage. (3) You
must be willing to allow God to use
the pressures of your marriage to
achieve eternal spiritual results in
your own life. (4) In order to become
more conformed to the image of
Christ, you must be willing to suffer
in a quiet, patient spirit. Stay in the
marriage, praying for God to perform
a miracle of healing in your spouse.

Yes, recognize all your sins and
lay them before the great throne of
God for forgiveness and covering by
the blood of the Lamb. Purpose to
clear your heart and conscience with
those you have wronged; purpose to
remain unmarried (or be reconciled
if possible) as long as your former
spouse is living. Turn your past
failure into a present message and
ministry of witness. And make your
highest motivation and lifetime goal
to seek God, to please Him, and to
bring Him glory.

Certainly those in the conflict of
difficulties in a marriage must also
learn to control their thoughts. Do
not allow evil surmisings to destroy
your heart for the other. Learn to
love through the difficulty.

Present Troubles in Marriage

Concluding Burden

But perhaps you are a reader who
Perhaps some concluding words
is now having marital difficulties. would be most appropriate as we
When reading the Word of God have viewed the mar riage of a
concerning separation or divorce husband and wife in these perilous
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times in which we live.

wife. He answered, “Of course, the
Christian should love his wife. He is
supposed to love his neighbor, and
since his wife is his nearest neighbor,
she should be the deepest love. And
she should also be his dearest friend.”

First, to the husbands we declare
Proverbs 18:22, “Whoso findeth
a wife findeth a good thing, and
obtaineth favour of the LORD.”
How can one view this text? Initially
we ought to see simply the word wife.
A wife, though she be not the best of
her kind, is to be esteemed a blessing.
She is useful both for society of life
(according to Gen. 2:18) and for the
mitigation of man’s troubles and
cares. Paul will go so far as to state in
1 Corinthians 7 that a wife is for the
prevention of the sin of fornication
by the man (although this should not
be the main reason for a Christian
to get married). But there is also a
thought, which may be implied (in
the Hebrew) of a good wife: “one
who deserves the name and performs
the duty of that relation is a wise
and worthy wife.” She is a good thing,
meaning a singular blessing. But the
verse goes on to state that when he
finds a wife, he obtains favor of the
Lord. If a man finds such a wife, he
needs to remember that he obtained
her not by his own wit, craft, or
diligence, taking all the credit through
his good looks and romantic ways
to snare her. But this Scripture
tells us that God’s good providence
brought this about in our lives. God
compassed land and sea to bring
the blessing to you. Therefore, the
man must honor that; she is what he
needed. And the man must love her!
Martin Luther was asked the question
one day if a man should love his

In the coming days, dear husband,
you will need your wife; therefore,
cherish her, love her, desire to
be with her more than any other
earthly friend. Your love for her
must endure long, act kindly, rejoice
in truth in her life, bear all things,
believe all things, and hope all things.
When she fails, your love for her
must not fail. Be aware of her needs,
be thoughtful of her, notice her, and
appreciate her. There is no such
thing as love without awareness.
There are two factors concerning
our awareness of our wives. First,
we must develop an awareness in
our mind by thinking of her and
praying regularly for her. Second,
we must express that awareness to
her. We need to spend time with her.
Don’t let your busyness, duties, and
responsibilities draw you away from
your wife. Pray for God to give you
creativity in your expressed love for
her. Times of compliments will be
needed, times for talk, times to listen.
Pray with her, play with her, sport
with her (as the Bible speaks of Isaac
with Rebekah). Don’t allow the years
of marriage to rob your romance
and love with her; pray for the love
of your youth for her to ever be in
your heart. How often when two
get married, after a few years they
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enter into a humdrum life; the flame
of love is gone; responsibilities and
the pressures of life overwhelm the
marriage. Don’t allow this to happen!
Refuse to be caught in the bondage
of life; pray for eagle wings to lay
hold. Amidst your burdens, your
bills, your agony over your children,
keep the flame burning for your wife!
She is the greatest friend you have.

as a bride does a bridegroom; be
creative in your love to him; be a
“woman” and feminine in your
ways; pray for God to clothe you in
humility—to be known as his wife;
be wise in your dealings and with
your words; be diligent; and above
all, fear the Lord. Yes, love, honor,
and obey him, till death parts you
from him. And if God chooses to
take him in death before you, be
Dear married woman, be the wife
the strong woman after his death to
God intended for you to be to your
maintain the legacy of his name while
husband. Become that rare jewel of
you live.
a woman whose price is far above
rubies. Remember your first priority
Yes, dear husband and wife, you
is to that man; your love for him will need one another for the future.
should be one of the motives for Become a strength to one another.
the duties of the house and for the Don’t allow anything to make a
care of your children. Don’t ever breach between the two of you. Walk
allow the children to take the place hand in hand to meet the onslaught
of your husband. Be trustworthy; of this world, for two are better than
live with happiness in your lifelong one. But yet, meet whatever comes
commitment to him; be a willing against your marriage; meet it with
worker; be thrifty with the money; communion with Christ. He will be
be a wise planner; keep yourself the security of your love and your
S
attractive for him, ever wooing him life together.

VISIT OUR WEBSITES
www.foundations.edu
www.fbcradio.org / www.forwardingthefaith.org
www.straightwayonline.org / www.straightwayonline.org/es

VISIT OUR CHURCH
Midweek Service

Sunday Services
Prayer, 9:00 am
Bible Class, 9:30 am
Morning Worship, 10:30
Prayer, 5:30 pm
Evening Worship, 6:00

Wednesday Evening Service, 7:00
Contact Information
910-892-8761 / 800-849-8761
www.foundations.edu
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Building a Biblical Marriage in Christ
Dr. H. T. Spence

We cannot help but see the
deterioration and collapse of marriage in our country and throughout
the world. And sad to say, we
may see such failure in marriage
among professing Christians as well.
Therefore, it is important that we
understand what it will take to start and
maintain a good marriage in Christ.

Ceremonial Beginnings

The commencement of a marriage
in the natural life starts with the
wedding—a typical ceremony,
pictures, festivities, etc. But to many
couples there was no consciousness
of what the wedding really meant,
where it was to lead, and what was
to be the goal and vision of this
Beginnings are always important beginning together.
in life, especially if they are the
The wedding is a crisis beginning
commencement of something good.
of
two lives becoming one in the
Beginnings are simple, non-complex,
presence
of God and witnesses.
basic, foundational, elementary,
and yes, immature. They are the It is the day when two lives begin
commencement of and entrance building a marriage together that
into something. Beginnings that is to last (all things being equal
are not good often end in disaster, in providence) a lifetime. Some
unless there is an honorable recovery couples have better beginnings than
that leads to a fresh beginning. others. Some never had a good
Beginnings from one perspective are beginning, and the collapse of their
the initiation of a vision that has a marriage seemed inevitable. Even
though two may declare themselves
specific goal in mind.
Christians at the beginning, this does
The New Birth is our beginning not assure that the building of that
in the spiritual world. According marriage will continue. For there
to John 3:5, this New Birth is the is an overwhelming rise of failures
commencement, the entrance into
and collapses in professing Christian
the Kingdom of God. And such
marriages today that gives witness to
a beginning is so very simple that
the fact the individuals do not live in
even a child can understand it. Once
accordance to what they profess.
one has entered this spiritual world
A good beginning is very imthrough the New Birth, where does
he go from there? What is the portant. A mar riage is based on
purpose of the New Birth and this the building process from its very
entrance into the Kingdom, and beginning. What was our spiritual
condition at the time of our wedding?
where is it to lead me?
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Some couples started without the
presence of Christ in their lives,
though they may have had a church
wedding. Oh, the hypocrisy of a
church wedding without being a
true Christian. It would be better
for a couple to go to the justice of
the peace for their wedding than to
feign a church wedding when they are
not Christians. The church wedding
does not make the wedding more
complete or acceptable in the eyes of
God. A church wedding should only
be for two true Christians who want
to identify their lives together in the
Christian context of the sanctuary.

they are engaged. Businessmen will
work tirelessly, sacrificing family and
time to make it to the top of their
corporate ladder. Millions of dollars
are spent annually on education,
preparing people for jobs and careers
or to advance their positions in their
careers.
In contrast, when it comes to the
most important human relationship
on earth, people think that their
marriage will just automatically work
without any preparation before the
wedding or any building process
afterward. If couples had the same
mindset about their marriage as those
in the business profession and sports
world, there might not be so many
failures. Good marriages do not
just happen. To make a marriage
strong and lasting requires work,
development, and cultivation. But
what kind of work, development,
and cultivation is needed for a strong
marriage? Since God is the One
Who instituted and established the
existence of marriage, it stands to
reason that we must look to Him
to find out how this institution is
to work. Amidst all that the Bible
reveals about so many truths for
living life, the revelation of God is
also needed for the perfecting of the
marriage relationship.

Perhaps a couple did not profess
to be Christians, or they professed
but they were not truly Christians.
Then later in the marriage they came
to trust Jesus Christ as their Saviour.
This coming to Christ and His Word
brought a new beginning to that
marriage (now in Christ); He became
its lifesaving power.
Whatever state the couple was in
on their wedding day, they were just
as truly married in the sight of God
that first day as they are today. Now
it is the hope that their relationship
together has developed and matured
over the years, resulting in a deeper
and stronger marriage.
Cultivating a Good Marriage

The first insight we must find
in this relationship called marriage
concerns its beginning. Genesis
2 establishes the historicity of the
beginning of marriage. God brought
Eve from Adam’s side, forming his

It is amazing that people labor
to perfect and strengthen so
many things in life. Athletes push
themselves beyond ordinary limits in
order to be good at whatever sport
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perfect counterpart. Then God
brought her to Adam. There was no
awkwardness in that first moment,
for it was evident that it truly was
of God—it was love at first sight.
Immediately Adam knew what she
was and who she was. He called her
bone of his bone, and flesh of his
flesh. Tremendous insight was given
to Adam; he knew what a man must
do in the future. He must leave his
father and mother in order to cleave
to his wife. Adam commenced his
life with a knowledge about her
and what this relationship was to
be. Multitudes of couples begin life
together and have no knowledge of
what they are doing, and where this
life is to lead them. Though Adam
failed in his authority with his wife,
he did have the knowledge of what
she was, what she was to be with him,
and what they were to be together.

days of Christ. As a result, there is
no building, no house, no structure
of relationships in marriages today.
There is no wealth, beauty, glory, or
character in marriages.
So even before contemplating the
building of a marriage, there must be
an understanding of its beginning.
What we see today is not what was
at the beginning. Therefore, we as
Christians must go back and view
briefly the beginning, and perhaps
establish principles just for the
beginning of our marriage.
The Four Biblical Purposes for
Marriage
Perhaps a key to the beginning
of a marriage is to understand four
biblical purposes for marriage from a
simplistic perspective.
(1) The first purpose of marriage
is the provision of companionship.
Man was created on the sixth day,
following the creation of animals.
Seven times God saw what He did,
and said, “It is good.” But when it
came specifically to the creation of
man, God said, “It is not good that
the man should be alone.” Seven
times “It is good,” but now for
the first time He said, “It is not
good.” Loneliness is a terrible thing.
Even though man lived in a perfect
environment with all the blessings
of God around him, Adam still
lacked companionship. Remember,
it was not Adam but God who said,
“It is not good that man should be
alone.” God created Adam the way

Next, we must consider Matthew
19:4. In this classic view of marriage
four thousand years later, Christ
twice mentions in this context,
“in the beginning.” With so much
having radically changed over four
millennia, He calls our attention to
the “beginning.” Matthew 19:4
states, “Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning
made them male and female.” Verse
eight continues, “Moses because of
the hardness of your hearts suffered
you to put away your wives: but
from the beginning it was not so.” Our
society has gone far away from the
concept of marriage as it was in the
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He wanted him. In Adam’s nature,
even before the Fall, there was a
longing for a relationship that all the
animals and fowls God had created
could not satisfy. This longing was
carefully planted within the nature of
man. Since the Fall, when sin entered
into the human race, this desire has
been satisfied by many means that
God never intended. By the time
we get to Genesis 19 and Romans
1, such relationships have become
strange abominations—of man with
man, and woman with woman, and
humanity with beasts. This is why
we must go back to the beginning to
see God’s original plan for mankind
concerning marriage, which has not
changed. Only God Himself has
provided the solution for “not good,”
man’s aloneness.

(2) T he second pur pose for
marriage concerns a God-given
responsibility. When God created
Adam, He had a purpose for him:
“And the Lord God took the man,
and put him into the garden of Eden
to dress it and to keep it” (Gen.
2:15). Before the Fall in the Garden
of Eden, Adam had responsibilities
with which God had charged him.
Man was created with work as part
of his life. Idleness has never been a
part of God’s plan for mankind. It
is true that the Fall brought a curse;
man’s work would be hindered and
made more difficult (Genesis 3). But
part of Adam’s loneliness was that he
did not have a help meet for him in his
responsibilities. The word help meet
means “one suitable for him.” When
God made Eve, He was making
someone like Adam with whom he
could share his responsibilities of
life. This is a blessing from God
even today. Having a companion
by your side as you live and work in
God’s appointed will is truly part of
the purpose of marriage.

God took from within man in
order to make the counterpart of
woman (Gen. 2:23–25). This is
where building a strong marriage
must begin. It must begin with an
understanding that our spouse is a gift
from God to meet a divinely-created
need in our life. As an individual, we
will grow and develop in our personal
relationship with the Lord as we fulfill
our role in the marriage relationship,
loving our spouse, and being loved.
So many believe that things such as
money and pleasure are all that are
needed to make one happy. But God
tells us that we need companionship
to solve the problems of loneliness,
and that marriage is God’s plan for
meeting this need.

Today it is easy for a husband and
wife to see themselves going their
own way, doing their own thing.
But this attitude is very harmful to
a marriage. They must always see
themselves as help meets for one
another. Our lives are more than
our jobs or possessions. Though we
may need some of these things for
life, they should not be our goals for
living. We need to see ourselves as
God intended for us to be—living
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for Him, serving Him together in
life, and sharing the responsibilities
of this great opportunity of life.
We may need to ask ourselves, “As a
husband, am I truly helping my wife
to be and to become all that God
wants her to be?” “As a wife, am I
truly helping my husband to be and
to become all that God wants him
to be?” From the beginning this has
been God’s will for the purpose of
marriage.

that God has set. Same-sex marriage
cannot reproduce; it is anti-God in
its very concept. While children are
truly a gift from God, He wants to
give them through the way that He
has ordered, by a man and a woman
who are in a marriage relationship.

(4) The fourth purpose of
marriage (after the Fall) was for the
sake of keeping us from all forms of
fornication, a sin of the body. This
burden is unfolded in 1 Corinthians
(3) A third purpose for marriage is 7, the classic chapter in the New
for replenishing the earth. According Testament on marriage.
to Genesis 1:28 this replenishing of
Now concerning the things whereof ye
the earth is through children. God
wrote unto me: it is good for a man
in His creation set the principles of
not to touch a woman. Nevertheless to
avoid fornication, let every man have
reproduction in motion. Offspring
his own wife, and let every woman have
is to be “after his kind,” not an
her own husband. Let the husband
evolution unto different kinds. We
render unto the wife due benevolence, and
must realize that God did not intend
likewise also the wife unto the husband.
for mankind to replenish the earth
Defraud ye not one the other [do not
without any boundaries or guidance.
keep your body from intimate love with
This is where marriage comes into its
your spouse], except it be with consent
appointment. When God brought
for a time, that ye may give yourselves
Eve to Adam, she was to be his
to fasting and prayer; and come together
again that Satan tempt you not for your
companion, his wife for as long
incontinency [your inability to control
as they lived. She was not to be
yourself].
one among many. It was not to
be a relationship of instinct as in
If these verses and those surthe animal kingdom, but one of rounding them in 1 Corinthians
love and devotion to each other. 7 were tr uly honored, it would
Children were to be the product of greatly assist in keeping all forms
a loving relationship between a man of fornication out of a married
and a woman within the marriage couple’s secret lives, including the
union. God never intended for secret pursuit of pornography. God
this replenishing to be outside of included this protection against the
marriage. The Devil is doing all he growing powers of fornication in
can to destroy the home, the family a given generation. We must not
unit, and to remove the boundaries undermine the marriage appointment
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against this sin. We observe that
these sins are at the top of the list
in Galatians 5:19–21 of the works
of the flesh: “Now the works of the
flesh are manifest, which are these;
adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness.”

Noah to offer a sweet savour to
the Lord? From somewhere deep
in his heart, Noah brought forth
the highest offering mentioned in
Scripture. This offering was in his
heart before God while leaving the
ark. The Hebrew word for burnt
offering is Olah, meaning “that which
The apostle Paul also speaks of
goes up.” This going-up refers to the
the need of sanctification in the
smoke and fragrance of the offering
Christian life to deal with this sin
rising upward to God. Noah’s heart
problem:
was filled with gratitude to God,
For this is the will of God even your
and it was the offering of his heart
sanctification, that ye should abstain
that God was smelling. The olah
from fornication: that every one of
was a complete, self-consecrated
you should know how to possess his
offering. According to Leviticus 1,
vessel [either the body or the wife] in
this offering in its entirety went up
sanctification and honour: not in the lust
to God. It was the aroma of a man’s
of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles
heart. Paul declares in Ephesians 5:2
which know not God: That no man
of Christ’s offering of Himself on
go beyond and defraud his brother in
the cross, “a sacrifice to God for a
any matter : because that the Lord is
the avenger of all such, as we also have
sweetsmelling savour.”
forewarned you and testified. For God
hath not called us unto uncleanness, but
unto holiness (1 Thess. 4:3–7).

Each home has an aroma, some
pleasant, some not so. Sometimes
the presence of pets within the home,
a constant wood fire, or the daily
cooking of certain highly seasoned
foods cause smells to permeate the
home. Often a visitor detects the
smell immediately, whereas the family
has become accustomed to it.

Conclusion
One of the precious stories in the
Old Testament concerns Noah, who
with his family built an ark because
of an impending flood God was to
send upon the earth. Noah received
the promises from God for him and
his wife and family. At the end of
the confined days in the ark, for the
first time the word burnt offering is
mentioned in Scripture (Gen. 8:20).
“The Lord smelled a sweet savour;
and the Lord said in his heart, I will
not again curse the ground any more
for man’s sake.” What prompted

Similarly, a marriage could be said
to have an aroma—not a physical
smell but a character aroma coming
forth from the lives of the husband
and wife together. This aroma
bespeaks the spirit and the manner
of that mar riage. Maybe after
beginning a marriage in deep love,
cultivation year after year has kept
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that marriage fresh and aromatic. Or,
maybe neglect of this cultivation has
stagnated the love between the two.
This aroma includes how they get
along together, how they enjoy being
together. As the years unfold, there
is a fragrance that becomes a part
of that marriage. It is the result of
two hearts and what they have made
of themselves together. The ideal has
been present in their marriage: they
are walking in love. True love has
become the governing principle of
their lives, yea, their whole hearts.
Certainly there are obvious acts of
obedience that must be kept, or
the marriage will be destroyed in
its foundation. But those smaller
ingredients of love, the collateral side
of the marriage, insure the fullness
of the contract or covenant between
them. T his produces the tr ue
aroma or fragrance of love within a
marriage. There are some external
things you may try to counterfeit
about a walk with God, but one
cannot feign a true loving heart for
God. The heart always shows up in
certain areas. Yes, you can imitate
some things of a marriage in public,
but other things you cannot; the heart
comes out in actions and words.

areas you cannot fake. In a precious
marriage, the aroma will be evident.
A healthy, fragrant marriage is greatly
established through how a husband
treats his wife. Some women are able
to be outwardly happy even when
unhappy inwardly; at times others
can detect this. But when a woman is
truly happy in her soul, her husband
is part of the health of it. How
does her husband love her, cherish
her, nourish her? If a husband is
truly loving his wife, cherishing her,
respecting her, and nourishing her
(Greek, the “warming” of her heart,
Eph. 5:29), it will be very easy for
the wife to be in subjection to such
a husband. Her obedience is found
not only in biblical principle but also
in the spirit of love.

Often husbands will only occasionally express their love; there is
an erratic manner of his love for her.
A husband truly must walk in love
with her. If he is harsh with her in
private, he will tend to be harsh with
her in public; though others see it,
he remains oblivious to his failure to
walk in love. If he ignores her, if he
is unkind to her, or only occasionally
shows her kindness, then he is not
walking in love. This precious
What produces this fragrance marriage love must be constant; this
in a couple? It is how they treat is part of cherishing and “keeping
one another when they are alone. her warm.”
When this, whether good or bad,
A husband may retort, “I don’t
becomes the pattern of their private know how to do it.” The truths
living together, they cannot detect it found in Ephesians 5:21–33 tell
when they are with others, though us that Christ is the example of
others see it. There are certain this very thing. This is another
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important reason why we need to
read the Bible—we read the Bible
to find out how to love and cherish
a wife. Such insight will not simply
be found in the beautiful Song of
Solomon; we must read the New
Testament, for in those books there
will be much insight of what Christ
did and does for us. His heart and
spirit must be known; this heart and
spirit must become the fragrance
of our marriage. Do not look to
humanistic five-step formulas for a
happy marriage. The externals are
not the key. Marriage counselors and
psychologists are the ones who have
the worst lives and marriages. Come
to the heart of godliness found in
Christ, and you will come to it as
a husband. You cannot be godly

and live ungodly with your wife or
husband. Marriage simply amplifies
what a person is. The marriage will
constantly be tested by life.
Remember, your wife is not your
adversary. She is your appointed
weakness; you are her appointed
strength. If children obey the father
and not the mother, the weakness
is the father’s; he must become her
strength. This will be true in all
aspects of the marriage.
Though there is a fragrance in
every marriage, I am fully convinced
that the health of that fragrance is
the husband’s love for the wife. May
God help both the husband and the
wife to build a Christian marriage of
S
love in Christ.
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