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“AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY FORSOOK THEIR NETS, AND FOLLOWED HIM” (MARK 1:18).

“How Should We Then Live?” 
In the Days of the Demise of Honorable Culture

Dr. H. T. Spence

The term cultural revolution identifies 
one of the greatest controlling influ-
ences upon humanity over the past one 
hundred years. Over the past fifty years 
this manipulative revolution throughout 
the fabric of society has accelerated. We 
must take a moment at the outset of 
this article to unfold the breadth and 
far-reaching magnitude of this term, 
for increasingly in our contemporary it 
has become all-encompassing as far as 
man’s hopes for the future.

The Cultural Revolutions of History

Previous cultural revolutions have 
paved the way for what we are going 
to witness in the future. We certainly 
acknowledge the will of God in either 
speeding up, slowing down, or even 
negating the results of these past 
cultural revolutions. Truly God must 
permit the rise of man’s end-time city 
of Babylon and the building of his 
tower to reach only a certain height 
unto heaven.

In his detailed description of the 
end-time apostasy in 2 Timothy 3, the 
apostle Paul acknowledges that man 
will come to a concluding point in the 
depth of his sin and darkness declar-
ing, “But they shall proceed no further: 
for their folly shall be manifest unto 
all men” (v. 9). Even in the depth of 
the workings of Antichrist (when he 
arrives on the scene of history), Daniel 
is clear to record that only a certain 
amount of time will be given to him. 
These restraints do not imply that man 
in his dark depravity would eventually 
overthrow God; these restraints are 
a mercy keeping man from destroy-
ing himself and everything on this 
planet. We must remember that sin’s 
end is death, destruction, and suicide. 
Perhaps all the potential of what man 
wants to accomplish away from God 
and despite God falls under this word 
culture.

We tend to think of culture in the 
context of the refinement of feelings, 
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thoughts, tastes, or manner of living 
that affects our dress, our expressions, 
our preferences in art, poetry, music, 
and even the architecture of our home 
and the keeping of that home. While it 
is the grace of God that brings man’s 
natural living to dignity, respectability, 
and nobility, sin tends to bring him to 
wretchedness in the outworking of his 
feelings, thoughts, tastes, and manner 
of living. What would be the result 
of all cultural revolutions converging 
together in a singular, orchestrated 
defiance of God? What culture would 
arise in the world whereby man has 
successfully redefined his existence 
without any consciousness of God in 
the earth?

Men such as Karl Marx, Friedrich 
Engels, and Vladimir Lenin ushered 
in another ideological cultural revolu-

tion called communism, which at its 
height controlled over half the world’s 
population. Communism’s singular 
purpose of life without God affected 
every aspect of life, including econo-
my, productivity, business, lifestyle, 
allegiance, and collectivism.

There was also the revolution of Mao 
Zedong (Mao Tse-tung). After com-
munism took over China in 1949, Mao 
Zedong ushered in another cultural 
revolution. Believing the elitists in 
leadership were leaving the communist 
revolution that had come to China at 
that time, Mao started his Cultural 
Revolution (1966–67) to bring it back 
to the revolution’s purpose. As a result, 
over 30 million Chinese were killed.

The 1960s Rock group the Beatles 
(particularly John Lennon) will go 
down in history as bringing about a 
cultural revolution to an entire gen-
eration in the earth. In the ensuing 
years, Western civilization radically 
began declining in its outward mani-
festation to a lower level of thinking, 
dressing, working, and the very living 
of life itself.

In the past fifty years America, as 
well, has seen several cultural revolu-
tions. Silent cultural revolutions have 
subtly and secretly swelled to mas-
sively shift the entire fabric of cultural 
thought throughout American society. 
For example, there has been the cul-
tural revolution of the use of drugs and 
their controlling effects upon human-
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ity. Likewise, there has been a cultural 
revolution regarding views of marriage. 
In 2002, 41 percent of Americans be-
lieved that to have a child out of wed-
lock was morally acceptable; today, 
this acceptability is 61 percent. The 
cultural revolution of sodomy (in all 
its various shades of strangeness) has 
brought to America the perversion of 
same-gender marriage. Just nine years 
ago, 39 percent of America tolerated 
sodomy; now the Gallop poll places 
this tolerance at 60 percent. The bom-
bardment of the media has educated 
at least 51 percent of Americans to 
believe that sodomites are born geneti-
cally with this proclivity. Ironically, if 
you are a baker in America, you can 
refuse to cater a sodomite wedding 
for almost any reason you please. But 
if you simply say, “I don’t approve of 
such a marriage,” you’ll be both vilified 
and bankrupted by society’s response. 
America has come to believe that we 
must not judge others for anything, 
even if what they’re doing is destruc-
tive.

Around the world there is also the 
cultural revolution of eclecticism that 
seeks to break down the distinctions 
of race, religion, and even concepts of 
thought. The threat to mongrelize all 
the nations seeks to destroy patriotism 
and allegiance to any nationality or 
culture. Men even use allegiance to 
a culture or race as a weapon to ul-
timately destroy all allegiances. This 
form of cultural revolution methodi-

cally uses other races and cultures to 
chisel away one race or culture. Once it 
is destroyed, they work against another 
one until all distinct races and cultures 
are destroyed. Cultural revolutions 
destroy cultures and every facet and 
concept identified with them.

Purveyors of Cultural Revolution: 
The 2045 Initiative

Wealthy philosophical leaders of the 
world have come to mutually believe 
(amidst all of history’s cultural revolu-
tions including contemporary arenas 
of science, technology, and medicine) 
that there must be a final cultural rev-
olution whose superlative achievement 
is the final overthrow of God and His 
memory on this planet. This postmod-
ern global environment has done away 
with all concepts of right and wrong 
and the questioning of ethics. Man is 
now placed in a position that he can 
choose to do anything without being 
morally questioned or judged. This 
self-rationalization of the universe and 
world around him has created a moral 
relativism. The global presupposi-
tion of man’s full autonomy has now 
opened a whole new world where he is 
his own god. Science and technology 
are aggressively pressing in every field 
of epistemology to mutually come to a 
final frontier in their collaboration of 
all human accomplishments to declare 
men in their thinking to be God. By 
doing this, they can now create the 
future of what man is to be.
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The sins of mankind that pervade 
every aspect of humanity are now cry-
ing for another cultural revolution of 
humanity itself. Rather than created 
in the image and likeness of God, 
these wealthy and powerful leaders 
are seeking to make a world society in 
their own likeness. They hope to speed 
up the so-called “evolutionary process” 
of man to bring him to a perfection 
never known before. It is a perfection 
of body, mind, and personality; it is a 
disease-free, genderless (or bi-gender) 
perfection; they envision a perfect hu-
man consciousness that will never die. 
Such men believe that all of this can 
be done without God and without His 
redemption.

In the March-April 2017 issue of 
Straightway, we introduced the 2045 
Initiative founded by Russian entre-
preneur Dmitry Itskov. We alluded 
to the fact that this Russian multi-
billionaire initially sought to bring 
together Russian specialists to create 
artificial organs and systems for the 
human body, including the adapta-
tion of neural interfaces and robotics. 
But this Initiative has now become 
a global network of researchers in 
the field of what is being called “life 
extension” and “evolutionary trans-
humanism.” It is the hope that this 
Initiative will be in place fully by 2045. 
This would include android robots 
replacing people in manufacturing 
tasks, even securing robotic servants 
in most homes. One of the additional 

hopes is “thought-controlled” avatars 
that would provide “telepresence in 
any place of the world” and abolish the 
need of business trips. Amidst the talk 
of flying cars, there is the strong belief 
that thought-driven mobile communi-
cations built into the body or sprayed 
onto the skin will become the norm. 
It is the belief that just a few years be-
yond 2045, bodies made of nanorobots 
will be able to take any shape arising 
alongside of hologram bodies. Believ-
ing this reality will bring forth a new 
humanity, the man of the future will 
have no need of war and violence. The 
final frontier will be man’s develop-
ment of “spiritual” self-improvement. 

Itskov’s opening speech at the 2013 
Global Future 2045 International 
Congress declared their powerful 
objectives:

We, the team of the 2045 initiative, 
have a special name for this strategy: 
We call it Evolutionary Transhuman-
ism. In realizing this Evolutionary 
Transhumanism, we need to create 
and carry out two revolutions. Firstly, 
a spiritual revolution, we need this to 
make sure that people will benefit from 
the technologies, and that we raise the 
level of public consciousness, to be safe 
with the kind of technology that we 
hope to develop. The other revolution 
is techno-scientific, and the aim of it 
is to develop the means of transferring 
one’s personality/one’s consciousness 
to a non-protein, more capable body 
carrier.
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People call me a dreamer, and even 
some colleagues of mine call me a 
dreamer, but this dream, this huge 
future that we are going to create, I 
think it is worth dreaming of, because 
in this future people will be young, 
beautiful, they will not suffer from 
illnesses and diseases. They will have 
multiple bodies, not just one. The 
biological body will be able to live on 
earth and the non-biological body will 
be able to travel the cosmos. In the 
hologram-like body, people can stay 
in places where you cannot stay in 
the physical body. This kind of body 
will probably be radiant, as the Rus-
sian scientist Tsiolkovsky called it. He 
was known to probably have a similar 
dream, because he wanted humanity 
to be transformed to a kind of radiant 
humanity, which will be not even 
material, but a sort of energy.

In this world of the future there will 
be no diseases, no death, no hunger, 
no wars, no tensions between na-
tions, and on the contrary there will 
be abundance, freedom, creativity, 
and everyone will be concentrating 
on spiritual self-improvement, I be-
lieve. Scientists are very rational and 
they don’t actually like talking about 
dreams, they prefer to deliver, and not 
to overpromise from the very begin-
ning. But what I want to emphasize is 
that this dream helps the speculation 
that we have in the project, and can 
actually drive the science. Throughout 
the whole history of humanity, curios-
ity and the thirst for new discoveries 
have actually driven science and en-

couraged science. So obviously, what 
we are going to develop through the 
realization of the Avatar project is not 
speculation at all. It is realistic and I 
hope the Congress will show that we 
have enough ground to claim that it 
is realistic.

The Worldview of Transhumanism
In recent years, a group of self-pro-

fessed “body hackers” have gathered 
in Austin, Texas, to host annual con-
ventions they call BDYHAX (“Body-
Hacking Convention”). Their purpose 
is to bring “together a collection of 
people who share in the idea of using 
technology to augment our biological 
capabilities and enhance the human 
experience.” To them, biohacking is 
the next step in human evolution. Up 
to this point in science, the human 
body has been enhanced by mechani-
cal devices such as pacemakers to 
stabilize and improve basic biological 
functions. But now the future has un-
limited scope and vision for augment-
ing our bodies and merging ourselves 
with the very tools we create. Tran-
sponders implanted into hands can 
allow doors to be opened, cars to be 
started, or computers to be unlocked. 
One of the influential men in this 
field of biohacking is Amal Graafstra, 
CEO and founder of the biohacking 
company called Dangerous Things. 
He has developed such implantable 
transponders. At a recent BodyHack-
ing Convention, several other devices 
were debuted including “North Sense,” 

5



a device that “allows people to feel 
where north is like a homing pigeon.” 
Also debuted was an “eyeborg,” a 
camera that can be embedded into a 
human eye socket. 

Part of these biohacking conventions 
includes discussions that fall under the 
growing movement known as transhu-
manism. Transhumanism is said to fa-
cilitate “the next step in our evolution 
as we go from human to something 
beyond human.” The organizations 
that are committed to transhuman-
ism suggest three core tenants that 
must control the future: (1) science 
and technology should be the basis 
for decision making, not ideologies; 
(2) government’s main responsibility 
is to eliminate “existential threats” to 
life on earth; and, (3) the promotion of 
science and technology is to be for the 
betterment of all. 

Among the more conservative camps 
of technology and science, there is the 
strong fear that factional politics and 
certain philosophical camps within 
science will either destroy humanity, 
or that we will become slaves to the 
very organizations and technologies 
we are creating. 

It is interesting to note that one of 
the main supporters for such technol-
ogy is the military community desig-
nated as DARPA (Defense Advanced 
Research Project Agencies), which has 
been in existence for more than fifty 
years. Its purpose is to make invest-

ments in breakthrough technologies 
for national security. Dedicated to be-
ing a key innovator to precision weap-
ons and stealth technology, DARPA 
dates back to the launch of Sputnik 
in 1957. Today, it is heavily investing 
in the creation of universal soldiers 
equipped with a range of “bionic sen-
sors encased in indestructible exo-
suits effectively making them superhu-
man.” Such soldiers are hoped to be at 
the forefront of the next global war. 

Many other organizations believe 
that by augmenting our biology and 
merging man with technology we can 
free ourselves from many of the incon-
veniences of life, ridding ourselves of 
disease, and even become our own god 
to grant eternal life to ourselves and to 
create the “future” man in man’s own 
image and likeness.

One of the complex questions that 
science now is facing is “What does it 
mean to be human?” From biology’s 
perspective, the simple answer is that 
if your DNA is homo sapien, then you 
are human. But there are other schools 
of thought in science that associate 
humanity with the possession of so-
ciological or psychological behaviors. 
As Christians, we believe that God 
created man with both a soul and a 
human nature. This soul and human 
nature not only include the body and 
its intricate aspects but also the breath 
of the Almighty! Today’s humanistic 
and atheistic society only believes that 
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man is a product of evolution and that 
naturalistically, man is a composite. 
Though complex and nuanced more 
than simple nature, all of what they 
think man is can be “created” by man 
when they have full control of his 
entire bodily existence. Where does 
this approach cross the threshold from 
humanity into inhumanity? The evo-
lutionists believe they are on the verge 
of answering this question. 

Transhumanism today is a cultural 
and intellectual movement that be-
lieves it can (and should) greatly 
improve the human condition and 
existence using advanced technologies. 
At the very core of transhumanism is 
the concept of life extension. Life exten-
sion is the belief that through genetic 
engineering, nanotechnology, clon-
ing, and other emerging technologies, 
“eternal life” may soon be possible 
for humans. It also believes that the 
physical, intellectual, and psychologi-
cal capabilities of man can be vastly 
increased. From this hope comes the 
term transhuman. Even the explora-
tion of speeding up reaction times 
and learning (via computers) is part of 
their transhumanist hope. Some of this 
has already been used by the US mili-
tary to train snipers. Could the future 
bring about a computer that would be 
able to upgrade the mind to a capacity 
greater than human intelligence? 

If society came to such a life exten-
sion where every human does not die, 

what problems would this produce? 
If we stopped giving birth to babies, 
again what problems would arise 
globally? Without birth and without 
death, would society continue to grow 
and “evolve”? Or would humanity 
stagnate with the world filling with 
transhumans who would be “full of 
themselves” in pride and sin? Who 
would have access to the powerful, 
intelligence-boosting drugs? Who de-
cides who should live forever? Yes, so-
ciety would have a mess on its hands. 
It would no longer be viewed evolu-
tionarily as “survival of the fittest,” but 
rather, who would be the chosen ones 
for eternal life—the rich, the famous, 
the politically correct?

It is evident that man has gone 
beyond the moral and ethical frame-
work of life and is aggressively pursu-
ing those cultivations that only God 
should be involved in. For the Chris-
tian, life decisions will become more 
complicated in the future concerning 
how far he submits himself to the 
system of science and medicine. How 
far should we go concerning the trans-
planting of organs or the implementa-
tion of artificial organs or systems of 
the body?

We must not conclude that anything 
should be viewed as being right or 
okay if God permits man to do it. God 
permitted the city of Babel to begin, 
as man endeavored to make himself 
a name to take the place of the Name 
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of the Lord. However, then God said,

And this they begin to do: and now 
nothing will be restrained from them, 
which they have imagined to do. Go 
to, let us go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s speech. So 
the Lord scattered them abroad from 
thence upon the face of all the earth: 
and they left off to build the city (Gen. 
11:6–8).

There is a point somewhere out there 
that God is going to bring confusion 
and a scattering, but how far will He 
let them go?

God’s silence today does not mean 
He agrees with what men are doing. 
Man has entered areas in his cultural 
revolutions that we never thought God 
would permit, such as the mapping of 
human DNA or the cloning of ani-
mals. As man stretches forward to the 
realm of transhumanism, what will be 
God’s limit?

Conclusion
How should we then live in days 

of the demise of honorable culture? 
A biblical worldview must still be 
maintained in the Christian’s mind 
and heart. We must not let the world 
and its various impressive technologies 
and accomplishments overthrow our 
faith in God’s Word. We must always 
embrace biblical thinking and never 
worldly thinking. It is not that the 
world does not have enough evidence 
about God to believe in His existence. 

This world has intelligently suppressed 
its knowledge of God! It does not like 
to retain God in its knowledge.

From the Christian perspective, “In 
the beginning God” is the founda-
tion for all meaning. Our worldview 
further proclaims that this powerful, 
intelligent God who created all things 
in heaven and earth is the same one 
who took upon Himself human form 
in the person of Jesus Christ. Only the 
creationist perspective can account for 
the design in nature (even the robotic 
avatars have a designer). One of the 
unique principles that all of science 
and technology must have to work is a 
unanimity of the universe in intricate 
harmony of law, order, design, pur-
pose, and beauty.

How should we then live in these 
days when honorable culture has not 
only been brought to death, but the 
estate has been given over to those 
who hate God? Such individuals will 
use the laws and the principles of His 
providence to destroy man, unless 
God intervenes to save man from the 
inevitable suicide of humanity.

How should we then live? We must 
live in light of the belief in the Per-
sonal, Eternal God. We must live in the 
reality that the first man disobeyed his 
Creator and thus plunged himself into 
sin, bringing upon him the law of sin 
and death. We must live in the light 
that our problems are not the imper-
fections of a Creator; man has brought 
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himself into his own corruption, his 
own depravity, his own destruction.

God is our only hope for salvaging 
our culture and everything it stands 
for. When Christ comes into the life, 
He not only brings a right relationship 
between man and his Creator, but also 
a right life, a changed life, a recovered 
life, and a Christian-perfection life. 
Only God can bring to man eternal 
life, both in its quality and duration.

Transhumanism is not what we 
need! Our greatest need is transfor-
mation and transfiguration of life in 
Christ and conformity to His image! 
This is our only hope for man, and 
when the God-Man, Christ Jesus, 

comes to set up His Kingdom, it will 
be ruled in peace and knowledge and 
love. Dear reader, God created us in 
His image and likeness; He gave us 
a personality of intellect, emotions, 
will, and a self-entity. He wants to save 
both our souls and lives to be poured 
out to Him, not to the world that has 
rejected Him and all that He is.

The psalmist declared, “It is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we 
are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture” (Ps. 100:3, emphasis added). 
How should we then live? We are to 
live for Him, and in Him, and have our 
being, our existence, unto Him.
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“How Should We Then Live?” 
In the Days of the Demise of Biblical Spirituality

Dr. H. T. Spence

In God’s providence, the Protestant 
Reformation was the movement that 
brought the public message of the 
church back to the soundness and 
absoluteness of the Scriptures. This 
important belief reestablished that the 
fundamental doctrines of the Chris-
tian Faith are based upon supremacy 
of the Word of God alone. Through the 
centuries leading up to the Reforma-
tion, Roman Catholicism’s apostasy 
had destroyed the Scriptures’ public 
effectualness.

Biblical Spirituality
In the Revivalist movement of the 

1700s, God moved in a deeper spiritual 
way bringing a greater consciousness 
of the Christian life, the Christian 
experience, and the call to biblical 
spirituality. A variety of definitions 
of spirituality honorably came forth 
from men of assorted theological 
backgrounds. Noah Webster’s 1828 
dictionary gives a simple but biblical 
definition: 

Spirituality is the quality which re-
spects the spirit or affections of the 
heart only, and the essence of true 
religion.

Webster’s definition also included 
spiritual exercises and holy affections, 
or “a person given to the things of God 
rather than to the temporalities.” 

The apostle Paul gives the under-
standing of spirituality in his defense 
of the spiritual versus the flesh in 
writing to the Corinthians. First Cor-
inthians 12:1 begins, “Now concerning 
spiritual gifts,” (Gr. pneumatikos, “spiri-
tualities,” in the plural). Scripturally, 
spirituality includes the concept of 
living and the concept of the inward 
workings of God in the human heart. 
Though men throughout the centuries 
wrote on this principle of spirituality 
and called it by different terms, they 
addressed the same thing. Often, their 
understanding grew in their progressive 
quest for God. And within the quest 
they came to know the spirituality 
that marks a true walk with God. They 
came to an intention to “give myself up 
to God.” They found this to mean that 
they were to give the heart completely 
to God in a love that was so deep they 
longed for more of Him. Many of these 
Christians called this spiritual quest 
the “inward religion,” or the “religion of 
the heart.” William Law’s book A Seri-
ous Call to a Devout and Holy Life (1728) 
calls this spirituality a “Serious Call.” 
Others called it “Christian Perfection” 
or “Christian Maturity.” Even later, 
men such as Andrew Murray, called 
it being “Holy in Christ.” Collectively, 
they all had one declaration: to experi-
ence God within the life. 
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“How does one come to know God?” 
This question is perhaps the call of 
most religions, for the term religio 
means “to bind back” (back to God). 
Following this binding back the ques-
tion arises of what must one do or how 
should one live? 

The New Testament speaks of de-
grees of knowing God. The Greek word 
gnosko speaks of an accrued knowl-
edge of Him in the mind (though all 
religions have different perspectives 
of how that knowledge comes). The 
Greek word oida is a perceptive knowl-
edge of God. Finally, the Greek word 
epignosko speaks of an experiential 
knowledge of God. Epignosko is the 
highest form of knowledge and the 
one that should be most coveted.

In Philippians 3:10, the apostle Paul 
declares, “That I may know him.” It 
is one thing to know about God, even 
through the study of the Scriptures; 
but to truly “know Him” means that 
this knowledge must somehow lay 
hold of me and become the experienc-
ing of God within. The Bible speaks of 
the workings of grace, the workings of 
the atonement, and the workings of 
Christ within the human heart and life.

The Pluralism of Religions into the 
Pot of “Spirituality”

Other religions speak of experiences, 
of knowing God, or of their perspec-
tive of God or gods. They believe their 
religion is the true one, and their 

experiences are true from those gods 
or God. Western civilization largely 
has been dominated by Christianity, 
even though this public Christian-
ity often was the apostasy of Roman 
Catholicism. In more recent centuries 
European countries have all been 
profoundly affected by the apostate 
powers of Protestantism, particularly 
the powers of liberalism and modern-
ism. These countries also have been 
affected by Deism, Unitarianism, and 
the apostasy of Protestantism found 
within the Neo’s (Neo-Orthodoxy, 
Neo-Morality, Neo-Evangelicalism, 
and Neo-Pentecostalism leading into 
the Charismatic movement). There 
has also been the encroachment of the 
cults such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Mormons, Christian Science, and 
Seventh Day Adventist.

Amidst this stirring up of the pol-
luted pot of Christianity and its own 
present-day questioning of what is 
truth, we have had the rise of atheism, 
agnosticism, secularism, and other 
powerful ideologies that have pervaded 
all Western civilization. All of these 
forces converging on the West have 
destroyed its sound thinking and its 
ability to reason.

In the latter part of the twentieth 
century, the Far East’s mystic and 
surrealistic religions have been west-
ernized. These Eastern religions have 
been placed into the melting pot of 
Western cultural thinking. As a result, 
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Americans have become increasingly  
receptive to these forms of logic, con-
vincing us that all religions should be 
part of modern American culture. 

In more recent decades, America 
has likewise invited postmodernism’s 
denial of all absolutes into its social 
and national logic. The resulting per-
vasive relativism cries out “there is no 
true religion” and that all religions 
must be equally accepted or tolerated 
(at least for now). This equality of all 
religions or religious “pluralism” has 
been forced on all Western civilization 
and its countries. In order to bring the 
world together to accept all nations, 
cultures, and religions, everyone is 
being forced to become pluralistic. 
Even in America we have become a 
pluralistic society diverse in language, 
dress, food, art, music, literature, and 
lifestyle. Biblically, God intended for 
such a pluralism of cultures to be ex-
pressed by the distinction of nations. It 
is only when sin infects and pervades 
a culture to harm others that a culture 
becomes dangerous. Increasingly, 
England and America are becoming 
melting pots of varied cultures. Such 
a perspective is yielding a bold form 
of genocide that will destroy a nation 
from within.

We have come to an hour in global 
history of an aggressive political push 
for each country to become religiously 
pluralistic. Although religion is often 
a by-product of culture, more often 

culture is a by-product of a religion. At 
its beginning, America was influenced 
largely by biblical Christianity; today, 
America has intentionally become 
a pluralistic society of religions and 
cultures. 

Yet within our pluralistic society of 
religions, a few religions still claim ab-
solutism. Christianity is one of those 
religions. It declares it is the only true 
religion, and thus it is the only way 
to God and to heaven. Islam is also a 
religion of absolutism, claiming there 
is only one Allah and Mohammed is 
his singular prophet; to them, Islam is 
the only religion. 

In this present environment, increas-
ingly people are very apprehensive of 
anyone making claims of extremism 
or absolutism in the name of any 
philosophy or religion. Because of this 
national mood (intelligently-designed) 
politically and educationally, we are 
going to witness increased hatred 
against those who will not tolerate 
other beliefs and concepts of faith. 
We must remember that the Roman 
Empire did not denounce Christianity 
because it declared Jesus to be God; 
Rome denounced Christianity because 
it declared that Jesus alone was God. It 
presented itself to be the only true re-
ligion, making all other religions false. 
This absoluteness is what brought 
about the imperial persecutions dur-
ing those earlier centuries. For Jesus 
made the claim: “I am the truth,” the 
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only truth, and the only way and the 
only life. 

Even today true biblical Christianity 
is a non-negotiable claim of absolute-
ness amidst a pluralistic, postmodern 
society. But again, the governments 
of the world are pressing for religious 
pluralism, seeking to destroy any reli-
gion of absolutism. The world leaders 
have come to a firm belief that all 
religions are essentially the same and 
lead to the same goal. Therefore, so-
cialistic pressure is being placed upon 
all religions to come together with a 
common unity of purpose through 
“Interfaithism.” Such pressure globally 
will force all religions to relinquish 
their individual distinctives.

How can this collectivism come 
about when the obvious and clear 
differences between the religions are 
evident, especially in their fundamen-
tals? Buddhism is not a true religion 
(though it purports to be). It is more 
a philosophy that does not believe in 
any particular god. Hinduism believes 
in more than 33 million gods, and their 
caste system promotes reincarnation. 
The three monotheistic religions be-
lieve in a one-God concept, but their 
belief of Jesus Christ is radically dif-
ferent, with only Christianity believing 
He is God. And there are irreconcilable 
worldviews of each of these religions. 
All religions speak of “the way” of their 
religion. But again, they are different. 
What is the gate to the way, and what 

is the way? Only Christianity declares 
clearly that Christ is the only way to 
God—the only way to live.

Conclusion
Sadly, Christianity’s historic claim 

to absoluteness is greatly diminishing 
as the pressures of postmodernism 
now control governments, education, 
and broader world philosophies. Pub-
lic Christianity now believes it must 
leave its position of absoluteness and 
ecumenically become one of the many. 
It must be acknowledged that modern 
Christianity has led the way for the 
present-day ecumenicity as well as 
encouraged Interfaithism. Present-day 
Christianity has denounced the Bible 
(its book of revelation), purporting it 
to be a myth and outdated. By doing 
so it has opened its doors of doctrine 
to become a melting pot with accom-
modation for all the other religions. 
Do we not remember that a number 
of years ago Billy Graham (viewed as 
spokesman for Evangelical Christian-
ity) announced to Robert Schuller (of 
the then-famed Crystal Cathedral) 
his belief that there are other roads 
to God, and there will be others from 
different religions that make up the 
body of Christ and will enter heaven? 
Similarly, the mega churches today 
have done away with the absoluteness 
of the Gospel message. Yes, there is an 
intense subversion within Christianity 
to overthrow the distinctiveness of the 
message of Christianity. 
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Christianity publicly has denied the 
very heart and soul that God gave to 
it. The church has become a byword 
in the world because of its many com-
promises and changes. By leaving its 
very foundational identification it has 
fallen away. The biblical concept of 
spirituality found within the Scriptures 
(and overflowing in the hearts of the 
remnant over these many centuries) 
is now ridiculed, mocked, denied, 
and even condemned from within 
Christianity. The true “spiritual expe-
riences” have become so existentially 
interpreted that postmodernism has 
shaped a global spirituality declaring 
that all religious experiences must be 
equally valid. The spiritual experi-
ences of Buddhism and Hinduism are 
equated with the Christian call to the 
new birth, the only difference being its 
terminology. 

The rebirth of the New Age move-
ment and its ever-mutating influences 
opened the door to “experiences of 
spirituality” now being westernized, 
along with the “spirit experiences” 
declared by other religions. They all 
are being forced upon us as being the 
same experiences. The new birth and 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit are now 
presented in every religion, with each 
expressing its own definition of the 
experience. And we are told that one’s 
religious presentation cannot be dif-
ferentiated or denounced as “not the 
same” by another religion. 

 To the Christian, these experiences 

are not the same. Other religions do 
not know the true and living God. 
Even Judaism’s monotheism is not the 
same as Christianity, because Christi-
anity is a Trinitarian monotheism and 
Judaism is not. The Jews and their reli-
gion are in apostasy today. But within 
the public presentation of Christian-
ity with its different labels and tags, 
brands and breeds, the true remnant 
must be careful. A Roman Catholic 
does not know the true Christ; their 
Christ is the Roman Catholic Christ 
within the Eucharist. Whatever they 
experience is not of the Christ of 
Scripture and therefore, not a biblical 
experience. The liberals and modern-
ists may speak of the existential leap 
of faith where they have an encounter 
with God. However, their god is not 
the God of the Bible, and their experi-
ence is not of the Holy Spirit.

Men such as Joel Osteen, Benny 
Hinn, and others on the ever-increas-
ing list of Neo-Christianity do not 
believe in the God of the Bible. They 
believe in the fabricated god of their 
faith, the product of their faith (which 
does not come from the true God). 
How often people speak and testify 
about experiences they have had: voic-
es of God, visions of Jesus, dying and 
coming back (a biblical death is when 
the soul leaves the body, not when 
the heart stops). Spirituality is now 
being viewed as a spirit experience, 
a metaphysical experience, an exis-
tential, surrealistic experience; these 
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are not biblical experiences of the true 
God. Such professing people have met 
something, a demon coming as an 
angel of light, an experience of the 
mind, perhaps, but not the true God. 
Therefore, it is imperative to judge 
everything we experience through the 
Bible. Was it a true new birth? Was it 
according to Scripture? Was it a John’s 
Gospel experience? Was it a First John 
fruit-bearing experience? Or was it 
a feeling? Was it simply a God con-
sciousness that a child experiences? 
Was it guilt that abated? Or was it a 
definite, life-changing experience in 
God?

How should we then live in days of 
the demise of biblical spirituality? We 
must come to the Scriptures, to the 
Christ of Scriptures, and call upon 
Him for a spiritual, God-wrought work 
within a broken heart and a contrite 
spirit. How should we then live in the 

days of the heresy of the Charismatics 
and modern-day Pentecostalism? We 
must pray for the Holy Spirit to em-
power and live within us! Our inward 
walk with God in communion must 
ever be based on the Word of God. We 
must ever be diligent in the study of 
true spirituality in the context of the 
Scriptures, not in feeling or emotions 
as the manifesting evidence of the 
experience. We must seek God and 
pursue a life of holiness and devotion 
to Him. We must seek a consecrated 
life. Therefore, in these days of the 
declared experiences of both false 
religions and the Neo-Christianity, we 
must ever remember that it is the “in-
ward religion” of biblical Christianity 
that is the true “experience” of heaven. 
True Christianity is the only religion 
identified and assigned to “the heart,” 
a heart that has been given by God 
and to God. S
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“Thus saith the Lord!” to this 
present ungodly and wicked 
generation. 

It is with this pressing burden 
that I have desired to write this 
book, pondering and investing 
in its hopeful reality for the 
last 30 of my 48 years in the 
ministry. Therefore, written 
for the younger generation 
and especially for those who 
will dare heed the call of God 
to preach His Word, I send its 
burden forth. 

May the fire of the calling ever 
burn until the end of our days! 
For “until I die, a preacher am I.”
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Coming to the end of the nineteenth 
century, mankind began to anticipate 
that the twentieth century would be 
the century of hope for which man for 
thousands of years had been looking. 
In fact, the 1800s eagerly predicted 
that the twentieth century was almost 
guaranteed to be the century to usher 
in peace; it was prophetically called 
the “Christian Century.” This opti-
mism was soon shattered by the omi-
nous tensions that led to World War I. 
This bloodbath event brought a rude 
awakening to the continued reality 
of the true sinful nature of humanity.

Man’s Hope for Utopia
Following World War I, there con-

tinued to arise a growing hope that if 
mankind could indeed craft a world 
society where there was a wise admin-
istration of law, where an end to war 
and oppression could be achieved, and 
the basic necessities of life for every 
human being could be guaranteed, 
then world peace could be known. For 
three thousand years man has been 
dreaming of this hope. England’s Sir 
Thomas More coined the term utopia 
to represent this ideal when he pub-
lished his work Utopia in 1516. This 
work was his suggested perfect govern-
ment and social system.

The word utopia is from one of two 

almost identical Greek words that can 
mean either “good place” or “no place.” 
In our language utopia has come to 
mean not only “perfection” but also in 
some contexts “unrealistic” or “imprac-
tical.” The idea of a perfect mythical 
kingdom in the ancient teachings of 
Tibetan Buddhism inspired James 
Hilton’s novel Lost Horizon (1933). 
Hilton named his Himalayan utopia 
Shangri-La. His Shangri-La was a 
paradise where people slowly grow 
old, never age in appearance, and live 
in perfect harmony. 

The earliest concept of a utopian so-
ciety was conceived by Hesiod (750?–
650? B.C.). In Works and Days, Hesiod 
described his dream of such a place in 
a time when “the fruitful earth spon-
taneously bore abundant fruit without 
stint. They live in ease, and peace upon 
their land with many good things, rich 
in flocks and beloved of the blessed 
gods.” Yes, this was the longing of 
man for a place free from war, disease, 
famine, injustice, and marked by tran-
quility. These concepts of utopia have 
been the hope of man seeking a place 
of peace and abundant blessing amidst 
all of the sin and destructive side ef-
fects of sin. Even the prophet Haggai 
spoke of a day when “the desire of all 
nations would come” (2:7). 

“How Should We Then Live?” 
In the Days of the Demise of Biblical Hope

Dr. H. T. Spence
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The Greek philosopher Plato was 
more of a realist in his utopian vi-
sion. It is this platonic vision of a new 
world that our present world leaders 
are urging upon us. Plato knew that 
people were too indifferent or lazy to 
want his version of utopia. Therefore, 
he crafted an ideal society in which 
the wise men or “philosopher kings” 
would rule. In turn, they would control 
every aspect of social existence in the 
name of justice, order, freedom, peace, 
strength, stability, and goodness. The 
wise philosopher kings would not 
perform any of the work; they would 
organize the masses in their proper 
training, appointing their designated 
places in society. According to Plato, 
these philosopher kings were the only 
ones educated; the rest of the people 
performed their prescribed duties in 
which they were trained to contrib-
ute to the perfect utopia. Abortion 
and euthanasia helped control world 
population, more efficiently utilizing 
the planet’s resources. To complete 
his view, Plato also wrote of the im-
perative need of a class of soldiers 
who enforced the implementation of 
the continued plan of the philosopher 
kings.

It is interesting to note that all uto-
pias of mankind have their origin 
from the utopian hope found about 
a hundred years after the Flood. This 
hope was Cush and his son Nimrod’s 
great plan of building the city of Babel 
with a tower that would express man’s 

tenacious desire for a global city and 
religion that would become the perfect 
city and religion of man without God. 
The limited population at that time in 
Genesis 11 perhaps was around 35,000. 
But God came down and stopped 
what man began to do in his rebellion 
against his Creator. Ever since that 
time, man has endeavored to revive his 
hope of such a place. 

Population Problem for 
Man’s Utopia

A growing problem for man’s uto-
pian hope is the increasing world 
population on the earth. In A.D. 1, the 
estimated population of 300 million 
on the planet continued with moder-
ate growth. By 1750, world population 
reached about 760 million. After the 
start of the Industrial Revolution (1760 
to the early 1800s), living standards 
rose diminishing widespread famines. 
In some regions of the world, epidem-
ics diminished and population growth 
accelerated. By 1800, the population 
had reached 1 billion; by 1950, 2.5 
billion. In 2005, the world reached an 
astonishing 6.5 billion inhabitants. 
Today the population is over 7.5 billion 
with an estimated 9 billion or more 
by 2050.

As world leaders contemplate where 
we are in history (believing mankind 
has come to the greatest hour of every 
form of technology, medicine, and sci-
ence), they now believe that they must 
take over humanity’s evolutionary 
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process. They desire to meticulously 
control the world and its people in ev-
ery aspect of human existence. World 
leaders now are talking more about 
the grand vision of a world order to 
finally realize the longed-held hope 
of man’s Utopia or Shangri-La. If the 
world is to come to universal peace 
and abundance of living, certain pow-
ers will have to negate all reasons for 
war. Collectively, the tens of trillions 
of dollars now spent on national de-
fense could be rerouted and used for 
peacetime. This change could greatly 
improve global energy, ecological bal-
ance, the supply of pure water, medical 
health, bountiful food supply, and the 
necessary infrastructure of cities and 
villages around the world. The hope of 
such a world seems to be in sight. Yes, 
it is the hope of such a day when one 
law will rule everyone, every country, 
all economies, and all of mankind.

The Demise of Hope
But how do the rulers of this “new 

world order” initiate such realities 
amidst the need to address so many 
facets simultaneously? Its logistics are 
staggering. Throughout history one of 
the great strategies of Satan has been 
the powerful, intimidating use of chaos 
to bring a country or a people down. 
He intentionally foments anarchy 
within all branches and infrastruc-
tures of governments by terrorizing its 
people and producing hopelessness in 
the ensuing chaos. Once this hopeless-

ness is stirred up, the present context 
of existence can be overthrown. As a 
result, leaders are able to rebuild their 
desired government out of the ashes. 

America, the last bastion of Western 
civilization existing on the planet 
today, has now witnessed a president 
whose administration recently has 
brought our nation to a most ripened 
hour for a national revolution in the 
world of ideas. We are poised on the 
threshold of a new era, a new world, 
and a new political theory of govern-
ment. Everything is now collapsing, 
including a calculated implosion of the 
former ideology of constitutional his-
tory. America is dead in every aspect. 
We are now witnessing newly revealed 
international forces swiftly coming in 
that may initially take us into a trilat-
eral world, but eventually into a new 
world internationalist system. 

We are caught in demonically-em-
powered currents of ideology that 
are the offspring of postmodernism. 
All law and order has been thrown 
to the winds of relativity. Sadly, the 
people seem to love to have it so. In 
our lifetime, we have witnessed the 
rise and fall of communism. This athe-
istic ideology began as a star of hope, 
becoming the great utopia not only 
for certain countries but also for the 
world. It marched for nearly a century 
conquering everything in its wake. But 
in our lifetime, we have witnessed its 
dismantling; now only five countries 
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are fully given to its hope. Other com-
munist nations now seek the hope 
of a better ideological power with an 
oligarchy. 

We are now beginning to witness 
the fall of the revolution of secular-
ism. From its beginning, secularism 
was focused intently on the overt 
de-Christianizing of America (as in 
the French Revolution). Secularism 
started with the dialogue about plu-
ralism, tolerance, and relative values 
and morality. In the beginning of this 
revolutionary movement, secularism 
allured the intellectual. The educated 
population was tantalized by the ideas 
of the humanist dream, the logic of 
Darwinism, Freudian psychology, 
and even the Marxist-Leninist social 
theory. What secularism did was to 
open the American mind to become a 
playground of ideas. It was the hunger 
for the fruit of that tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, and the promise 
“Ye shall be as gods.” 

From the rise of secularism to the 
fall of communism, the world has 
been enduring a 150-year assault on 
its very soul. We are in a global death 
so deep that the very idea of a utopian 
hope has proved unsuccessful. When 
something dies, that is its end. How-
ever, when a world dies, its existence 
transfers into another estate that is far 
deeper than merely death. We have 
come to the hour when God is in the 
process of giving us over because of 

what we have killed and aborted in 
truth and righteousness. Yet man be-
lieves that out of the chaotic death his 
sin has produced, there is still hope to 
become like God in order to re-create a 
paradise, a utopian Babel, that will be 
the gate to eternal deification of man.

The world is now ripe for the final 
scene of this historical drama of fallen 
mankind; it is now the hour for the 
rise of a beast out of humanity that 
will convince man that we have come 
to a time in our mental powers that we 
can create the future of mankind and 
the future of the planet Earth. 

We have observed in these articles 
the 2045 Initiative, a term declaring 
man’s active first steps for this next 
frontier. Postmodernism has com-
pletely done away with the beliefs and 
absoluteness of six thousand years 
of fixed logic; now man is liberated 
to do what he wants, to believe what 
he wants, and to create his own new 
world, a world without God. And he 
believes this new transhumanistic world 
will reach up into heaven itself and es-
tablish its throne as the throne of God. 

Conclusion
We must remember that existential-

ism (the mother of postmodernism) is 
built upon that which does not exist. 
Man has come to such a point in his 
dying that he would rather have a false 
hope than no hope at all. Mankind 
is living in a world of false hope; its 
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virtual reality is now believed to be 
its reality.

How should we then live in days of 
the demise of true hope? There is no 
hope for humanity in humanity. 

Mankind’s dreamers and evolution-
ary transhumanists have left out three 
important ingredients that guarantee 
the sabotage of their utopia: (1) the 
fallen nature of man; (2) that death 
will always be in man’s wake; and, (3) 
the ever-growing power of deadly sin 
in whatever man touches. Violence 
and terrorism will always be imminent 
if man as a sinner is in the driver’s 
seat of this world. And we must also 
remember that the presence of spiri-
tual evil on this planet is led by Satan 
himself; he is ever involved in all the 
workings of man.

Yet we must remember as a Bible-
believing Christian that God is in 
absolute control of history, that even 
the wrath of man one day will praise 
God. Additionally, we must remember 
that His coming and His Kingdom are 
based upon Christ Himself.

How should we then live in the 
days of the demise of hope? Is there 
hope for the natural life, hope for the 
hereafter, and hope for the planet 
and mankind? We must emphatically 
declare, “Only God is the answer for 
man’s hope!”

When a fallen, sinful man comes to 
God, he comes in hope, believing God 

will do what He says in the Scriptures 
He will do. God has promised that if 
we confess our sins, He will forgive us. 
He promises if we turn our lives over 
to Him, He will perfect everything 
concerning us. He promises that all 
things will work together for good, for 
our good if we love Him and are called 
according to His purpose. Yes, we come 
to Him with the hope that He will 
change our lives. He has the power, the 
ability, to do exceedingly, abundantly 
above all that we could ask or think.

There is hope for a purpose for my 
life. I come to Him with the hope that 
He can change my marriage, my home, 
my children, and the state of my heart. 
No matter what circumstances may 
come outwardly upon my life or upon 
this world, I have hope for my life in 
this world. I have hope that when I die 
I will go to be with God in the utopia 
of the city of Sion in heaven. 

But I also have hope regarding this 
earth and its future. This earth was a 
love-gift from the Father to His be-
loved Son. Though the earth has fallen 
and become the footstool of God, He 
has promised the hope of what He 
will do with this earth. We have hope 
of good things to come; we have hope 
that God will right all the wrong; we 
have hope that the kingdoms of this 
earth will become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of His Christ. He will do 
what the United Nations cannot do: 
beat the swords into plowshares and 
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spears into pruning hooks; and make 
the earth a place where a lion and a 
lamb will lie down together, and a 
child will lead them. Yes, we have the 
blessed Hope that Christ will return 
one day, destroying all that man has 
made in his worthless, fruitless, miry-
clay hope based on himself. Christ will 
come and set up His kingdom and rule 
and reign on this earth. His peace, His 
knowledge, and His Word will cover 
the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
We have hope that He will literally 
make a new heaven and earth; that 
men, human beings born without sin, 
will populate this earth; that this world 
will be restored to perfection; that God 
will move His throne to this planet; 

that we shall see His face; and, we 
shall serve Him forever!

Oh, dear reader, this is our hope in 
the day of the demise of human hope! 
How should we then live in this day 
when the hope of man is fabricated, 
false, and existential? We must live 
in biblical, God-promised hope; we 
must walk in God’s provided hope; we 
must converse in the hope of biblical 
language; we must love through God’s 
eternal hope; and we must worship 
Him in the blessed hope of His Son’s 
soon return. For hope in God is the 
only true hope! Yes, Christ’s Kingdom 
consummation is our hope, our Great 
Expectation in this life and in the life 
to come! S
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