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“AND STRAIGHTWAY THEY FORSOOK THEIR NETS, AND FOLLOWED HIM” (MARK 1:18).

The Star at Christ’s First Coming; 
The Star at His Second Coming

(Reprint)
Dr. H. T. Spence

The journey of the wise men to 
Bethlehem marks one of the precious 
events surrounding the historical story 
of the birth of Christ.  Matthew 2:1 
declares, “Behold, there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem saying, 
Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews?  For we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him.”  
Who these wise men were and what 
they believed have been the conjecture 
of various writers over the past two 
millennia.  Although difficult to accu-
rately resolve, some information about 
these men and the star that guided 
them is more reliable than other. 

Background to the Magi

Herodotus, the Father of History, 
tells us that the magi were originally 
a tribe of the Medes who followed to 
some extent Zoroastrianism and in 
principle believed in a single God, re-
jecting polytheism and idolatry.  Apart 

from their living in the East, very little 
is given about their nativity. 

There may be a prophetic link to 
these magi, though we will not declare 
it to be infallible interpretation.  The 
historical beginnings of the magi may 
have originated in the days of Abra-
ham and his father Terah, who lived 
in Ur of the Chaldees.  It is evident 
that when God called Abraham to 
leave Ur, his father Terah left with 
him journeying to Haran or Padan-
Aram.  They both became monotheists 
believing in the true and living God.  
Genesis 11 records that Terah died 
after several years in Haran.  After the 
death of his father, Abraham went on 
into the land God had promised him.  
There is biblical evidence to declare 
that his surviving brother Nahor, who 
had initially stayed in Ur, eventually 
made the trip himself to Haran, a part 
of Mesopotamia.  No doubt it was his 
hope to meet his father and brother 
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there.   While in Haran, Nahor had 
a family, which included Laban and 
Rebekah.  Later, when Abraham sent 
his servant to Haran to get a wife for 
his son Isaac (Gen. 24), it was obvious 
that Rebekah and her family believed 
in the true and living God and in 
Jehovah.  Later, when Jacob traveled 
back to Haran (Gen. 29), Laban had 
fathered Leah and Rachel.  Although 
they too believed in the God of their 
fathers, some idolatry had now been 
mixed into their monotheism (Gen. 
31).  

A number of years later, Balaam, 
from that same area, is recorded to 
have also believed in the true and liv-
ing God, the God of Israel, Jehovah 
(Num. 22—24).  Among several proph-
ecies he gave concerning Israel, two 
unique ones include prophecies of a 

coming king.  Numbers 23:21 records, 

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
neither hath he seen perverseness in 
Israel: the Lord his God is with him, 
and the shout of a king is among them.  

Numbers 24:17 also records, 

I shall see him, but not now: I shall 
behold him, but not nigh: there shall 
come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scep-
tre shall rise out of Israel, and shall 
smite the corners of Moab, and de-
stroy all the children of Sheth.

Such prophecies as these may have 
been part of a knowledge that was 
handed down from generation to gen-
eration in Mesopotamia among those 
who called themselves magi.

Coming to Jerusalem

Acts 10:35 states, “But in every na-
tion he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him.”  
What little light these particular magi 
had they followed.  They arrived later 
in Bethlehem, some time after the 
Jewish shepherds.  Matthew 2:11 re-
veals that they came to a house (Gr. 
oikos), perhaps several months after 
the Christ child was born.  We are 
introduced to them in Jerusalem when 
they say, “Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? for we have seen 
his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him.”  It is clear with them 
that this one born was not a king; they 
knew this was to be the King promised.  
In 2:2b they declare, “we have seen his 
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star.” The Greek word here for “seen” 
is eiden, which suggests a full insight 
or discernment into the meaning of 
the star.  They may have lost sight of 
this star temporarily (Matt. 2:9-10) but 
then picked up the sight of it again.  
The star was simply a guide for them.

What Was This Star?
There are several possibilities as 

to this star and its unusual luminary 
powers.  Some have speculated that 
it was a meteor or “shooting star,” not 
really a star but small bits of stone 
or iron rushing into the earth’s at-
mosphere with such high speed that, 
heated by friction, it shone brightly 
but briefly.  Some have speculated that 
it was a comet that, according to the 
Chinese and others in the Far East, 
was viewed from February to April in 
a.u. 750, which would be around that 
time period.

What seems to be most popular is 
the theory that the famous astrono-
mer Johann Kepler gave. He believed 
that God used nature in providence to 
bring this star into existence.  Kepler 
observed in the years 1603 and 1604 
that there was a conjunction of the 
planets Jupiter and Saturn, which 
became more luminous with the ad-
dition of Mars in March 1604.  But 
in October of 1604, he observed near 
the planets of Jupiter, Saturn, and 
Mars, a new fixed star of uncommon 
brilliance.  In calculating when such 
a conjunction of planets could have 

previously occurred, he concluded that 
it took place in a.u. 747 or 748 in the 
constellation Pisces.  It is also inter-
esting to note that the learned Jewish 
Rabbi Abarbanel, in his commentary 
on Daniel (50 years before Kepler), 
stated that such a conjunction took 
place three years before the birth of 
Moses and reappeared near or at the 
time that Kepler declared as the birth 
of Messiah.  

Other real possibilities include the 
appearance of a nova in the season of 
Christ’s birth.  A nova is an old star 
that suddenly becomes thousands of 
times brighter only to later gradu-
ally fade to its original intensity.  It 
is equally possible that God simply 
created a new star for this particular 
event.  

Whatever God used for this special, 
natural revelation, it is clear that He 
used what was available, which was 
nature, to enable the magi to find His 
Son. To the Jewish shepherds God 
sent revelation through an angel; to 
the Gentile magi God used the natu-
ral revelation of a star.  Both guided 
searching souls to the Messiah’s first 
coming. 

The Purpose of Stars

Genesis 1:14, 15 reveals that the 
stars were made on the fourth day and 
gives with clarity the purpose of their 
existence.  These are heavenly bodies 
that become the ones to bear light in 
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themselves.  In 1:14 the “lights” are 
luminaries.  There are five reasons 
for their purpose in creation:  (1) for 
dividing day from night, (2) for signs, 
(3) for seasons, (4) for days, and (5) for 
years.  The second reason, “for signs,” 
is one that must be viewed with greater 
detail.  Psalm 8 and 19 point out that 
the stars (the heavens) were made to 
declare the glory of God; they also 
are for signs by which men get their 
bearings in travel in the day or night.  
Matthew 2:2 and Luke 21:25 indicate 
that they will be used for future events.  
Matthew 16:2, 3 notes that the stars 
are signs of the weather, and in Joel 
2:30 and Matthew 24:29 they are used 
in divine judgment.  

Jeremiah 10:2 warns us, however: 
“Thus saith the Lord, learn not the 
way of the heathen, and be not dis-
mayed at the signs of heaven; for the 
heathen are dismayed at them.”   This 
bespeaks the ancient practice of astrol-
ogy.  We are to be careful not to gauge 
our life by the stars. 

The stars are also used in Scripture 
as identification of angelic hosts, of 
pastors of churches, and of Abraham’s 
seed (as the stars of the heavens and 
the sand of the sea).  Daniel would 
speak of them as saints who would 
be wise.  

We have already observed in Num-
bers 24:17, “a star out of Jacob.”  In 
Revelation 22:16 we read the words 
of Christ Himself, “I Jesus have sent 

mine angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches.  I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star.”  Revelation 
2:27, 28 also states, “And he shall rule 
them [the overcomers of verse 26] with 
a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers: even 
as I received of my Father.  And I will 
give him the morning star.”  Second 
Peter 1:19 states, 

We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts.  

The Morning Star

In ancient times there were two 
methods by which the progress of 
the year could be recorded through 
observations of the heavens.  The first 
method concerned the place and posi-
tion of the sun in relationship to the 
seasons.  The change of seasons could 
be predicted by the change in the sun’s 
place of rising or of setting.  The sec-
ond method concerned an observation 
of the stars.  Hebrew shepherds, such 
as Jacob, Moses, David, and Amos, 
kept watch over their flocks by night.  
They saw the silent procession of the 
stars through the hours of darkness, 
and by their movement they knew the 
progress of the night.  They could no-
tice what stars were rising in the east, 
what stars were culminating in the 
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south, what stars were setting in the 
west, and how northern stars would be 
turning like a dial, always visible.  As 
the eastern horizon began to brighten 
towards the dawn, they especially 
noted the last stars to rise and shine 
before being eclipsed by the sun’s rays.  

These last stars to arise were called 
“morning stars” or “the heralds of 
the sun.”  Day by day these morning 
stars would appear earlier and earlier 
allowing them to be observed longer 
before dawn.  Eventually other stars 
would take the place of one group of 
morning stars as the year advanced.  
In Job 38:7, God asks His servant Job, 
“[Where wast thou] when the morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy?”  Job 3:9 states, 
“Let the stars of the twilight thereof 
be dark; let it look for light, but have 
none; neither let it see the dawning 
of the day.”  One star would appear 
to herald the beginning of spring, 
another of winter, another a time to 
plow, another a time to sow, another a 
time of rains, successive morning stars 
as they appeared.  

The Seasons of the Times
There is a trilogy of words in Scrip-

ture involving the term day.  The first, 
daysman, has the understanding of an 
umpire, or one to argue, to decide, or 
to convince.  In the English the term 
declares a mediator for the trial of 
another.  In Job 9:33 we read of Job’s 
concern that there was not a daysman 

between him and God.  

There is also the beautiful word day-
spring, found in Job 38:12, where God 
declared, “Hast thou commanded the 
morning since thy days; and caused 
the dayspring to know his place?”  
Zacharias used the word in Luke 1:78: 
“through the tender mercy of our 
God, whereby the dayspring from on 
high hath visited us.”  Dayspring is a 
precious term for the dawning of the 
day.  The “place” of the dayspring is 
the particular point of the horizon at 
which the sun comes up on any given 
day.  This location slowly changes 
day by day through the year, mov-
ing northward from midwinter till 
midsummer, and back again south-
ward from midsummer to midwinter.  
However, Zacharias’ words refer to an 
individual, for he goes on to state, “To 
give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.”  This 
truly is speaking of the Advent of 
Messiah. The sunrise was a favorite 
subject with the prophets.  We can see 
this principle in Isaiah 60:1–3, “Arise, 
shine; for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.  
For, behold, . . . Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the bright-
ness of thy rising.”  Also in Malachi 
4:2 the prophet wrote, “But unto you 
that fear my Name shall the Sun of 
Righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings.”  
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The Day Star
It is with this word day star (day-

star), however, that we complete our 
trilogy.  We notice again that 2 Peter 
1:19 states,

We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts.

This “more sure word of prophecy” is 
the very Word of God.  Peter strongly 
exhorts us to “take heed.”  This means 
we are to search it, study it, subject our 
conscience to it, and order our manner 
of living by it.   It is to be the light 
that continues (in the present tense) 
to shine in a dark place.  This “dark 
place” designates a place where there 
is no light, where it tends to be dirty 
and filthy.  The word in the Greek 
(mentioned only here in the New Tes-
tament) also has the meaning of being 
“dry, parched, squalid, desert-like.”  
The Word of God has continued to 
shine forth its powerful truth through 
all the ages of history, shining through 
the filth, the dirt, and the dry, parched 
desert of human history.  There is 
a promise here that it will continue 
“until the day dawns,” until the Eternal 
day finally dawns that will dispel all 
darkness.  The apostle Paul speaks 
of the “day of Christ” that is at hand 
(2 Thess. 2:3); this is not the Day of 
the Lord, but the Day of Christ, the 

Rapture.  Peter also speaks of the “day 
star” arising in the heart, which is the 
daystar just before the day breaks.

Revelation 2:28 speaks of the “morn-
ing star.”  John Wycliffe was called the 
“morning star of the Reformation”; 
the dawning of the great Reforma-
tion is often said to have commenced 
with him.  Revelation 22:16 declares 
that Christ himself is “the bright and 
morning star.”  Therefore, in Revela-
tion chapter two He promises to give 
Himself to him that overcometh.  The 
morning star has even been the sym-
bol for brightness and beauty; as the 
harbinger of the day, it is the bearer of 
light, life, and joy. 

What will be this “day star” just 
before the Rapture?  Will it be the 
witness of the Holy Spirit, through 
the Word of God, moments before 
the Rapture, indicating that such a 
miracle is taking place?  We read in 
Hebrews 11:5, that “By faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not see 
death; and was not found, because 
God had translated him; for before his 
translation he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God.”  Is this a pattern in 
Scripture that a few moments before 
that great event, faith will lay hold of 
such a translation?  As faith laid hold 
at the new birth, as faith laid hold in 
various workings of grace in the hu-
man heart, as faith laid hold of the 
promises of God for circumstances and 
situations of life, so at that moment 
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of translation we will lay hold of it by 
faith. For the Christian, there is saving 
faith, living faith, dying faith, and, yes, 
even translation faith.  

Conclusion
In these days when global Christian 

apostasy has taken over the public 
Christian testimony, a remnant of 
people are hearing the words of Christ 
with increased anticipation, “Surely I 
come quickly” (Rev. 22:20).  And their 
growing response of heart is, “Amen. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”  For “unto 
them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto sal-
vation” (Heb. 9:28).  It is to this finality 
and fulfillment of our salvation found 
in Christ’s coming for His saints that 
we are looking. 

More and more, conservative Chris-
tianity is discarding the view of the 
Rapture and simply believing in the 
open coming of Christ back to the 
earth.  When such a belief becomes 
a part of the fabric of the theological 
system, it will profoundly affect one’s 
view about the Christian apostasy 
and the concept of the end time.  It 
is inevitable that with an absence of 
the consistent preaching of Christ’s 
imminent coming, the burden of the 
Christian apostasy will no longer be 
an urgent cry from the pulpits.  The 
end time will also have no meaning.  
When the imminency of Christ’s com-
ing is ignored, there will be nothing to 
keep the heart alert to fulfill Christ’s 

command to constantly “watch there-
fore; for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come” (Matt. 24:42).  There 
are enough detailed prophecies con-
cerning the open advent coming of 
Christ (Rev. 19) that once the Tribu-
lation Period commences (especially 
Daniel’s Last Week), one can know 
to the very day when Christ’s open re-
turn will come.  But of the Rapture we 
know not the day nor hour.  There is a 
growing segment in Christianity that 
believes God’s saints will go through 
the Tribulation Period, and there is a 
growing segment that denounces such 
a period altogether.  Church history 
bears record that the oldest belief of 
the coming of Christ is a rapture view, 
though it was discarded during the 
fourth century in the light of Constan-
tine’s reign and later with Augustine’s 
writings.  So many incorrectly want to 
make the Rapture a “Dispensational” 
teaching. Sometimes a truth is dis-
carded in history because of the falling 
away of a generation; nevertheless, 
providence later revives it at a needed, 
appointed time.

Only a few knew of Christ’s first 
coming and “went” to see Him; only 
a few will know Him at His second 
coming and “go” to see Him in the 
clouds.  May we be ever following the 
Scriptures, day by day, anticipating 
His day to dawn and the “day star” to 
arise in our hearts.  May we be wise 
men anticipating the star of His sec-
ond coming.
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Whither Thou Goest

Joy K. Spence

“In those early days we could not 
have imagined that our love would 
grow any deeper, but God has given 
us a most precious marriage and 
life together. I must say at times it 
has been one of adventure, but my 
husband will tell you that I have 
always been ready for adventure! . . . 
One of the things that stood out to me 
in reading these letters of long ago is 
that Talmadge is the same man today 
in his humor, passion, expressions of 
love, in his calling to preach, and in 
his life for God. His words were not 
just empty promises. He continues to 
win my heart with his love, and the 
call of God upon his life continues 
to burn within his soul. He has been 
true to his word and consistent in his 
character.

“Everyday he inspires me not only 
to love him more but also through 
his preaching and living to love my 

226 pages

Hardback
$19.95 / $24.95 ppd

Softback
$13.95 / $18.95 ppd

New book from
Forwarding the Faith Publications

Foundations Ministries · P. O. Box 1166 · Dunn, NC 28335
800-849-8761 · www.foundations.edu

*NC residents, please add sales tax to total order.

A Journey of Love in God’s Grace & Providence

Lord more! I truly thank God for 
the honor and privilege to be the 
wife of my Talmadge, Dr. H. T. 
Spence.”
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Christ’s Birth in an 
Outhouse of a Kataluma

(Reprint)
Dr. H. T. Spence

Luke 2:7 states, “And she brought 
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn.”  An-
cient tradition places the birthplace 
of our Lord in a cave, for caves were 
used as stables in most countries with 
rocky terrain.  The Greek word for inn 
is kataluma, denoting the simplest of 
inns.  It is similar to a Syrian khan—a 
refuge from thieves, a shelter from the 
heat and dust, a place where a man 
and his beasts may lodge, where a 
trader may sell his wares, and a pil-
grim may slake his thirst.  However, 
in such inns the visitor had to do ev-
erything for himself.  

At the time of this momentous event, 
the census for the taxation, people 
had filled the little town of Bethlehem 
occupying even the most inexpensive 
of inns. Thus a cave, a stables, an out-
house where waste was disposed of be-
came the divinely appointed place for 
the Christ Child to be born on earth.

The Holy Spirit led the physician 
Luke to use this word kataluma, a lowly 
place that aptly depicts the humble life 
and death of Christ.  The Gospel is 
heavily freighted with the truth of this 
word.  Why did God pick a kataluma-

type birth for His Son?  If one reads 
the Bible with a prayerful heart, he will 
see that God has been working in the 
kataluma fashion since the foundation 
of the world.

Kataluma Types in the 
Old Testament

In Genesis 3:15, God could have 
immediately destroyed the Devil after 
the fall of man. Instead, He chose the 
plain, ordinary seed of the woman, the 
weaker of the vessels, to take care of 
the sin problem as well as the Devil.

God could have supernaturally made 
a luxurious cruise liner to carry Noah, 
but He chose for Noah to build the ark 
with no fancy fringes on it.  It certainly 
was a kataluma boat.

God could have created a place of 
giant redwoods or a place equivalent 
to Cyprus Gardens in Florida in order 
to call Moses to lead the children of 
Israel out of Egypt.  Instead, God used 
a kataluma calling, a burning bush on 
the backside of the wilderness.

God could have chosen an animal 
with a higher intelligence like a mon-
key to speak to Balaam, the apostate 
prophet, when he was to curse Israel.  
Instead, He chose a kataluma animal, 
an ass.
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God could have supernaturally made 
a machine gun ahead in history as Da-
vid’s weapon to kill Goliath. Instead, 
God provided kataluma weapons, a 
slingshot and a smooth stone, to bring 
down the giant.

When Elijah announced a severe 
drought and famine, God could have 
used a variety of ways to provide for 
the prophet food and a hiding place 
from King Ahab.  But God chose a 
kataluma-type stream of water for 
Elijah as well as unclean grocery boys, 
ravens, to feed the prophet.

God has used broken pitchers and 
trumpets to kill an army, and a muddy 
river to cure a leader from leprosy.  Yes, 
God has used a multitude of things 
that men would view as nothing, but 
in His hand and plan they became the 
ideal means for the moment.

The Coming of Messiah

What about the Messiah?  How 
would he come?  Isaiah 53:1 declared, 
“Who hath believed our report and to 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?  
For he shall grow up before him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground.”  It seemed God bypassed the 
great palaces of the leaders in Rome 
and the luxurious homes of the rich.  
He bypassed it all and chose for His 
precious Son to be born in the stables 
of a kataluma.  The Lord chose Mary, 
a young girl in her mid-teens, to be the 
mother of Christ rather than one of the 

more mature, seasoned women such 
as Elizabeth or Anna the prophetess.  
“Hail, thou that art highly favoured, 
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women” (Luke 1:28).  “For he 
hath regarded the low estate of his 
handmaiden” (1:48); “He hath put 
down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree” (1:52).  

According to Leviticus 12, the sac-
rifice of dedication for a child was to 
be a lamb; but if the family was too 
poor, two turtledoves or pigeons were 
acceptable.  Mary and Joseph brought 
the latter (Luke 2:24), a kataluma sac-
rifice.  Over his many years, the priest 
Simeon must have seen thousands of 
parents coming in with their babies 
and accompanied by a sacrificial lamb.  
But when Simeon saw this child, 
when he took him up in his arms, he 
declared, “For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people” (2:30, 31).  
The Holy Spirit revealed to this priest, 
in spite of their kataluma sacrifice, that 
this child was the Messiah.

When Jesus grew up to manhood He 
still lived that kataluma life.  “The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head” (Matt. 8:20).  

When the hour came for His sacri-
ficial death He had a kataluma death.  
The Jewish means of execution was 
stoning; the Roman way was behead-
ing.  Yet, Christ was given the barba-
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rous death of crucifixion on a cross.  
Heaven was shut up to Him because 
He was made sin for us.  Hell was shut 
up to Him as well as the earth.  His 
friends forsook Him.  The kataluma-
type baby was born to die a kataluma-
type death.

The Message of the Messiah
In reading the four Gospel writers 

and even the letters of the Apostles, 
it is evident that Christ’s message was 
no different.  

In the Book of John, when Christ 
started out in His ministry, the people 
were lauding, “My, He has gracious 
words.”  But by John 6, when Christ 
stated, “I am the Bread of Life; he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst,” the same ones were then mur-
muring against Him, including many 
of His followers.  “Many therefore of 
his disciples, when they had heard 
this, said, this is an hard saying: who 
can hear it?” (John 6:60).  

Christ did not come preaching the 
gospel according to Dale Carnegie 
on “How to win friends and influ-
ence people.”  But He came preaching 
repentance, being born again, the call 
to sin no more!

To the world, Christ is a kataluma 
Saviour and His message is of the 
same view.  He is as the Tabernacle of 
the Old Testament: from within the 
Tabernacle one could look up at its 

covering and see goat’s hair and ram’s 
skins dyed red; however, from without 
one only saw lowly badger skins.  To 
the world this is what Christ and His 
message are.  “For the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolish-
ness” (1 Cor. 1:18).  The prophet Isaiah 
declared, 

He hath no form nor comeliness; 
and when we shall see him, there is 
no beauty that we should desire him.  
He is despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces 
from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not (Isa. 53:2, 3).  

The contemporary church today is 
trying to change our Lord, make Him 
a superstar, a hippy, a revolutionist, 
or a leader against the establishment.  
He is viewed as a modern ecumenicist, 
enjoying the contemporary sounds 
of rock music integrated with the 
spiritual vocabulary.  He is found 
in contemporary artwork on shirts, 
pants, posters, etc.  He is drawn into 
contemporary slogans such as “Me 
and Jesus have got a good thing go-
ing,”  “Get high on Jesus,” and “Honk 
if you know Jesus.”  However, His 
kataluma message is “Come out from 
among them and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, And will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:17, 18).  The con-
temporary church talks much about 
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love and peace, but the kataluma Sav-
iour stated, “Think not that I am come 
to send peace on earth: I came not to 
send peace on earth: but a sword.  For 
I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter 
in law against her mother in law.  And 
a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household” (Matt. 10:34–36).  

The Christ of the modern day church 
is “one of the boys” and has been set 
forth to make the world feel at home 
without any conviction or need of 
repentance.  There is no stigma or 
persecution identified with the con-
temporary Christianity of our times.  
In constrast, the kataluma Saviour 
declares, 

The disciple is not above his master, 
nor the servant above his lord.  It is 
enough for the disciple that he be as 
his master, and the servant as his 
lord.  If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebub, how much more 
shall they call them of his household 
(Matt. 10:24, 25).  

Christ made it clear in John 17:14, 
“I have given them thy word; and 
the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world.”  Our Lord 
also boldly declared, “And he that 
taketh not his cross, and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me” (Matt. 
10:38).  The Charismatics with their 
emphasis upon prosperity and divine 

health have made Christ’s kingdom 
an earthly kingdom of this world.  
Christ made it clear even to Pilate that 
His kingdom was not of this world 
(John 18:36); He even declared to his 
disciples in Acts 1:6–8 that He had 
not come the first time to restore the 
kingdom to Israel.  

The Scriptures make it clear that we 
must accept the Christ of Scriptures, 
the despised and rejected One, the 
One Who will be hated by this world.  
And if the Church is worldly, then the 
Church will hate Him too.  We are not 
called upon to change the message of 
the Bible or the truth of the Saviour 
presented therein.  We must accept 
Him the way He is presented or reject 
Him fully.  There is no middle ground.

From the Kataluma 
to the Pandocheion

For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich 
(2 Cor. 8:9).  

In Luke 10:30–37 Christ gave the 
story of a man traveling from Jeru-
salem to Jericho, who “fell among 
thieves, which stripped him of his rai-
ment, and wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead.”  This is a type 
of our own life. This world has tried to 
destroy us, stripping us of any char-
acter, wounding our conscience and 
our living, and leaving us for dead.  It 
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is amazing how the religious move-
ments have tried to help the natural 
man failures but totally ignored the 
spiritual needs of the people.  Priests 
and Levites are passing wounded lives 
each day but are never able to give 
them what they need.

Jesus Christ is to be viewed as this 
good Samaritan, the half-breed, one 
who is hated by the Jews; it is He that 
came by us one day.  Thank God, He 
came by “where he [the man] was, and 
when he saw him, he had compas-
sion on him.”  Our beloved, despised, 
rejected Saviour did not only have 
compassion on him, but He also “went 
to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set him 
on his own beast.”  It is through His 
great merits at Calvary that He is able 
to come to us; He is able to bind up all 
the wounds from our life of sin, pour-

ing in the oil of the Holy Spirit and 
wine of sanctification to bring about a 
full restoration of life unto Him.  Oh, 
how the providences of God have been 
supporting and transporting us along.  

Finally, He took us to the “inn,” a 
pandocheion, a palatial hotel, certainly 
the opposite of the kataluma.  Because 
of His poverty for us, we will be the 
spiritually rich ones when His redemp-
tion is fully wrought in us.

It is our prayer that during this 
Christmas season God will richly 
bless your life and family.  Let us ever 
be conscious of the fact that He was 
born to die for our sins.  He was born 
in the outhouse stables of a Kataluma 
in order to take us to the palatial 
Pandocheion.  It truly must be said, 
“He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities” (Ps. 103:10). S
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godly, Holy Ghost anointed 
preachers who are willing to 
pick up the mantle of God’s 
men of the past and declare 
uncompromisingly, “Thus saith 
the Lord!” to this present ungodly 
and wicked generation. 

It is with this pressing burden 
that I have desired to write this 
book, pondering and investing 
in its hopeful reality for the last 
30 of my 48 years in the ministry. 
Therefore, written for the younger 
generation and especially for 
those who will dare heed the call 
of God to preach His Word, I send 
its burden forth. 

May the fire of the calling ever 
burn until the end of our days! For 
“until I die, a preacher am I.”
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Seventeen years ago I wrote this 
article in my father’s home as he was 
in the final throes of Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.  Since the writing of this 
article, the Foundations Ministry has 
broken off its identification with the 
Fundamentalist movement, though we 
still strongly identify ourselves with 
the Fundamentals of the Christian 
Faith and its historic identification 
with ecclesiastical separation from 
the apostasy.  As a movement, historic 
Fundamentalism is now dead, finding 
itself flowing into the mainstream of 
“Neo-Evangelicalism” in the transi-
tional cloak of “Neo-Fundamental-
ism.”  Fundamentalism left its historic 
legacy and distinct declaration of bib-
lical Christianity and now has been 
assimilated into the polluted river of 
Neo-Christianity.  But in our present 
day God’s “remnant” is facing a similar 
crossroad. Will it go on with God in 
imperative deeper living and walk-
ing the highway of holiness within 
the Way of Christ, or will it become 
lukewarm and apathetic in its personal 
living with Christ?  We truly are in 
the End Time of the last days when 
the apostasy is affecting the remnant 
and its intense love for Christ.  May 
the Lord bless, keep, and preserve His 
remnant unto the coming of the Lord.   

Fundamentalism: 
The Next Generation

I write this article in my father’s 
home as he is in the final, providential 
throes of Lou Gehrig’s disease.  He 
has been part of a generation that is 
now quickly passing off the scene of 
the battlefield.  Although he has just 
turned seventy-four years old, my 
own age of fifty-one places me in an 
awkward time frame as one caught 
between two generations found in Fun-
damentalism.  I am certainly younger 
than my father’s generation but older 
than those in their thirties and early 
forties, who are taking hold of leader-
ship in Fundamental-legacy ministries.  
There are a few like myself whom 
God seems to have appointed for their 
birth in a time slot of the overlapping 
of two generations.  I have been close 
enough to the older generation to view 
their spiritual intimacy with God in 
the battle while the generation just 
behind me have only known the older 
generation by association.  Perhaps I, 
and those who find themselves in the 
same time-frame generation as my 
own, will be honorably used of God 
to keep the voice and heart memory 
alive of the passing generation to the 
next generation.  Fundamentalism is 
now entering its fourth generation.  

Crucial Needs for Remnant Men 
of the Next Generation

(Reprint)
Dr. H. T. Spence
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The fourth generation in Church his-
tory has often been the generation to 
finalize the apostasy of a movement 
or organization.  The first generation 
has been viewed as the Bible-based 
generation; the second generation 
tends towards neutrality; the third 
generation has strong tendencies 
towards compromise; and the fourth 
generation becomes the generation 
to produce the movement’s apostasy.  
This does not mean that every individu-
al within that particular generation will 
be characterized by its master principle, 
but the generation itself will be so. 

God’s Gift of Men to 
the Body of Christ

In Psalm 48:12 and 13 we read,

Walk about Zion, and go round about 
her: tell the towers thereof.  Mark ye 
well her bulwarks, consider her pal-
aces; that ye may tell it to the genera-
tion following.

Within the stream of the history of 
the redeemed, there are a number of 
individuals who have been divinely 
appointed of God to be custodians and 
stewards of the Gospel truth in a spe-
cific way.  They can be viewed in this 
passage of Scripture as the towers, the 
bulwarks, and the palaces.  The towers 
are symbolic of the watchmen, or the 
prophets.  The bulwarks are symbolic 
of Zion’s reformers and defenders of 
the Faith.  The palaces are symbolic 
of those uniquely known in history for 
their unusual piety with God, the hu-

man dwellings of God. This trilogy that 
marks Zion represents those lives, hearts, 
affections, energies that would be found 
in the valiant men surrounding the bed 
of their Solomon (Song of Sol. 3:7).  

When Christ died, arose, and as-
cended to the right hand of the Father 
(Acts 2:33), God gave Him the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the 
Spirit that would be tokens of grace for 
His Son’s body on earth. Christ then 
turned and poured forth that gift of the 
Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father, 
on the Day of Pentecost and gave gifts 
unto His body on earth (see Ps. 68:18a, 
and Eph. 4:8).  In the New Testament 
these gifts are presented in five dif-
ferent contexts.  We are adamantly 
opposed to the Charismatic concept 
of these gifts and believe they use the 
wrong dictionary for their definitions 
of the gifts.  But there is a Scriptural 
view and we must not deny it.  Martin 
Luther, the great Reformer, spoke of 
this in his worthy anthem “A Mighty 
Fortress,” in the phrase “The Spirit and 
the gifts are ours through Him Who 
with us sideth.” 

Ephesians 4 is a unique context deal-
ing with the gifts.  Here, the gifts are 
human beings, gifted men of the Holy 
Spirit, who have a measure of faith 
and grace given to them to lead and 
discern in the body of Christ for their 
generation.  These are prime-vision 
men who stand for Christ giving meat 
in due season to the household of 
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faith, giving discernment, and giving 
the “burden of the word of the Lord” 
for their generation. 

How often our souls are inspired 
in reading of these appointed “gifts” 
in their exploits for God against the 
enemies that assaulted the Zion of 
their day. Some died with the sword 
in their hand as martyrs, while others 
lived out their natural life not com-
promising the legacy given to them.  
They fought their Goliaths down 
in Ephes-dammim (“the border of 
bloods,” 1 Sam. 17:1).  But there will 
come a day in the ongoing kingdom 
of God when an Aaron will die on 
the mount, when Moses the servant 
of God will be taken, when David is 
gathered to be with his fathers, when 
Elijah is taken in a chariot of horses, 
when Paul is beheaded, when Luther 
dies, and when Wesley and Whitefield 
yield up the ghost.  A next generation 
will then be pressed by providence 
to step forward to take their place in 
divinely appointed leadership such as 
Joshua, Solomon, Elisha, and Timothy.

The “World” of My Generation

There are two Greek words in the 
New Testament that demand our 
understanding in the light of a given 
generation.

The first word is kosmos which has 
two meanings, and the specific mean-
ing is dependent upon its context.  The 
literal translation of the word is “an 

adornment,” for God brought kosmos 
out of chaos in Genesis 1:2, 3.  In one 
context the word means “the world of 
humanity,” as is in John 3:16.  Yet in 
another context it means “the world 
system.”  In this second context the 
kosmos is that singular system which 
has ever been mutating since the fall 
of man; it is the world of men who are 
living alienated and apart from God.  
This translation is seen in the phrase 
“the whole world lieth in wickedness” 
(1 John 5:19b).  The one-world system 
is ever flowing from one generation 
to the next; each generation is linked 
with the past generations.  The world 
system cannot be saved; only souls may 
be saved out of it. 

But this ever-flowing, singular world 
system is to be viewed in increments.  
This observation is seen in the second 
Greek word for “world,” the word aion 
or “age.”  R. C. Trench, the Greek 
scholar of the 19th century, gives a 
classic definition of this Greek word:

All that floating mass of thoughts, 
opinions, maxims, speculations, hopes, 
impulses, aims, and aspirations at 
any time current in the world, which 
it may be impossible to seize and ac-
curately define, being the moral or 
immoral atmosphere which at any 
given moment we inhale and inevi-
tably exhale.

Every age has its own unique char-
acteristics of the world system.  The 
Scriptures give the following: “the god 
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of this world (aion-age)” (2 Cor. 4:4); 
“the care of this world” (Matt. 13:22); 
“the wisdom of this world” (1 Cor. 
2:6); “the rulers of the darkness of this 
world” (Eph. 6:12); “the princes of this 
world” (1 Cor. 2:8); and, “the children 
of this world” (Luke 16:8).  Before 
Christ found us, we walked according 
to the course of this world or the age 
of this world system.  But, thank God, 
we are no longer of this world system, 
even as Christ was not of this world 
system. 

But the world system mutates; it is 
never at a standstill.  It is continually 
begetting deeper mysteries of iniquity.  
It is flowing to a climax which will be 
realized when a man will come forth 
from the system, the Antichrist.  He 
will be the embodiment or the incar-
nation of the system; he will be the 
man of sin or sin’s man.

Every age takes the system deeper, 
with the next age inheriting the char-
acteristics of the previous age and 
adding to it.  This is then passed on as 
the philosophical legacy to the next 
generation.  In 1 Corinthians 10:11 we 
read, “Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples and they 
are written for our admonition upon 
whom the ends of the world (ages) are 
come.”  The end time will be the apex 
of every age rolled up into one.  Christ 
Himself spoke of the time of His com-
ing as being a combination of several 
ages: “As it was in the days of Noah,” 

and “as it was in the days of Lot.”

The Battle Continues
“Moreover the Philistines had yet 

war again with Israel.”  Thus are the 
words recorded in 2 Samuel 21:15.  A 
number of years before this incident 
David as a youth had killed the giant 
Goliath (1 Sam. 17).  The concept of 
giants in the Bible can be taken back 
to the Rephaim, a numerous race in-
habiting the region east of Jordan and 
various parts in southern Palestine.  
But in David’s time only a few of this 
line remained and these were found 
among the Philistines.  David slew the 
giant, but this giant was the father and 
founder of a class or family remark-
able for their strength and stature.  
David truly was a “gift” from God to 
Israel; and, we read in 1 Chronicles 12 
that there were others whom God ap-
pointed as gifts to aid David during his 
flight from Saul.  These men later be-
came outstanding warriors in David’s 
army with talented abilities for battle.  
The roll could be called of such men of 
our immediate past who were a “light 
of Israel.”  They faced the enemy of 
their day in such heretical contexts as 
the Modernists, the Liberals, the Neo-
Orthodox, the Social Gospel, and even 
the early days of Neo-Evangelicalism 
and Neo-Fundamentalism.  But just as 
there was an offspring of Goliath, who 
came in later years seeking occasion to 
destroy David (now a much older man, 
2 Sam. 21:15–22), there are offspring 
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of the giants in the above listing that 
are coming.  They are a little different 
from their father.  But they all seem 
to have the same glory—glory in their 
strength, their bigness, their power, 
and in their numbers. 

As the world system mutates, the 
next generation will have somewhat of 
a different foe, though it will be of the 
same family father, Satan.  Humanism, 
the father of all philosophies of man, 
has continued its seed since the Gar-
den of Eden temptation.  In the earlier 
days we read of the seed in Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Confucianism.  In the 
days of the Greeks we read of the Nat-
uralists, the Pluralists, the Sophists, 
and the Metaphysicists.  Then came 
the Patristic period of Neo-Platonism 
and Conceptualism.  The Enlighten-
ment brought the French Moralists, 
the Utopians, and Secular Rational-
ists. British Empiricism brought the 
writings of John Locke and Berkeley.  
Then came Kant, Hegel, Feuerbach, 
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Comte, James, 
and Dewey. 

But the enemy continues to be born 
with new strains in its genetic apos-
tasy.  The enemy arises in all the 
compartments of life such as religion, 
philosophy, art, music, architecture, 
designer clothing, education, govern-
ment, social sciences, history, sci-
ence, medicine, ethics, and the list 
continues.  Yes, sin and its system are 
ever mutating.  When one enemy is 

defeated, another looms on the hori-
zon.  By the time the books have been 
printed to reveal the subtle purpose 
of one error or heresy, another one is 
standing in the wings of the arena to 
take its place.  Each becomes a little 
more finely tuned in artistic deception 
than the previous one. 

The Final Conflict
How often in war the best and more 

powerful weapons or men are saved 
for the final conflict.  It is evident that 
this will be true in the future.  It is this 
generation that will be facing the most 
artistic and most crucial battle of all, 
the conflict just before the Rapture 
of the saints.  The final enemies, yet 
to come, will have learned well from 
their diabolical forefathers.  Such en-
emies will be as their father:  “men of 
war from their youth” (1 Sam. 17:33c).  
They will come in power, might, mon-
ey, prestige, religion, and education.  
Even their sheep’s clothing will look 
more like the real thing.  They will 
seem to have power with God and the 
obvious evidence of being successful.  
In Genesis 6 a principle is given con-
cerning the offspring of giants.  Such 
are conceived and birthed when sons 
of God marry the daughters of men, or 
spiritually, when godliness is wedded 
with godlessness.  Dear reader, there 
is coming a seasonal time before the 
Rapture when a final play of deception 
will become evident, and only the elect 
will make it through!
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We must earnestly pray for the next 
generation of prime-vision leaders.  
We must not do what politicians do:  
to manipulate everything to look all 
right for us in the present generation, 
not caring what the successor will 
have to face because of our failures.  
Preachers of the “world system” only 
care about getting the shout for the 
immediate or to get through a worship 
service with whatever it takes.  Such 
an approach sees only the existential 
moment of the present, not caring how 
the Church is living in its carnalities 
and sins.  They live for the present, 
believing the future will take care of 
itself.

A principle is evident in history:  the 
future generation’s beginning is only 
as strong as its predecessor’s conclu-
sion.  If we fail and compromise, the 
next generation will be twofold in its 
compromise.  If we do not stand for 
truth in the strength that we should, 
the next generation will have less of a 
stand.  If biblical separation is waning 
with us, it will be even more so in the 
future.  If we refuse to deal with prob-
lems and failures in our lives and in 
God’s camp, then the next generation 
will do less.  If the present generation’s 
music leans toward the sounds of the 
contemporary, the next generation will 
assimilate those sounds with greater 
tenacity. 

Today we are witnessing the so-
called sons of Goliath coming into 

their prime.  We have seen Oral Rob-
erts and his son, Robert Schuller and 
his son, Pat Robertson and his son, 
Billy Graham and his son, etc.  Who 
is being groomed in the delusion of 
Jerry Falwell, James Dobson, Charles 
Stanley, etc.? Unless God raises up 
some men, who as Issachar have an 
“understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do” (1 Chron. 
12:32), Fundamentalism will be se-
verely crippled and possibly laid aside 
as an instrument and weapon of righ-
teousness in the hand of God.  

The Training of the Next Generation
Will our young men be untrained, 

or even worse, mistrained for their 
appointed season on the battlefield?  
There is a shift coming in our genera-
tion in the concept of “training” that 
should cause alarm.  It is a shift to 
psychology, to counselling, to admin-
istration, to soul-winning alone, and 
to “practical” training.  Such pursuits 
do not ready the heart, the mind, and 
the life to meet what must be faced.  
The sons of Goliath are strong and 
knowledgeable; they know the pulse 
of the times and of the people.  One 
such pulse is the Charismatic principle 
which has permeated every aspect of 
Neo-Christianity; it is going to be the 
power backing Rome in the coming 
world church.  Do we know the char-
ismatics?  Do we know how they think 
and the existential principle upon 
which they are founded?  Do we see 
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the powerful influence of their music 
infiltrating our churches through dis-
sonance, modern chordality, and con-
temporary stylings?  Only those who 
are trained to be strong in the Truth 
are going to make it through their gen-
eration; the rest will be sucked into the 
vortex of the contemporary’s assimila-
tion.  It is going to take more than a 
bag of jokes for pulpit preaching, more 
than shallow music to teach the people 
musically, and more than administra-
tive ability to keep the House of God.  
It is going to take every fiber of our 
being consumed by the power of God 
to make it through this artistically 
deceptive age!

Crucial Needs for God’s Men 
of the Next Generation

What is needed in the lives of God-
appointed men to give evidence of 
their being a gift to the Body of Christ 
for a generation?  Perhaps the follow-
ing list could be appropriately given.  

 1. Such an individual must know he 
is saved, but he must also pray for 
a life of consecration in a burnt-
offering life.

 2. Such an individual must be con-
sumed in his affections for Christ.

 3. Such an individual must see and 
believe that biblical separation is 
the guardian principle of the heart 
and private life.  God intended 
the strength and keeping of Sam-
son to be based solely upon this 

guardian principle.

 4. Such an individual must pray for 
deliverance from a secret thought life 
of lust, pornography, and fornication.

 5. Such an individual must be willing 
to count the cost for godliness, for 
it will not come easily or naturally.

 6. Such an individual must study, not 
just for sermon material, but to 
meet his generation and its decep-
tions.  Homiletics is fine, but one 
will need the tools of the biblical 
languages, philosophy, history, 
and music philosophy in order to 
know his generation in the light of 
God’s Word.

 7. Such an individual must fully 
believe that the Bible is the only 
infallible source of Truth and it 
is the supreme authority for all 
things.  It must be understood that 
sin mutates, but Truth does not; 
Truth is consummated!  However, 
God does provide within His Word 
specific truths for each generation 
that other generations may not 
have seen.

 8. Such an individual must not rest 
on the belief that the only enemies 
we face are Modernism, Liberal-
ism, and Romanism.  For there are 
other enemies that our forefathers 
did not face that this generation 
must be prepared to meet.

 9. Such an individual must not let 
the so-called “Christian” counsel-
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S

ing take the place of preaching.  
The latter is the singular method 
that Scripture has ordained by 
heaven for the Christian.

 10. Such an individual must not al-
low the Charismatic principle 
of music to influence his church.  
Do not be duped into believing 
that God will accept praise in 
the place of godly living and a 
separated life.  It must also be 
acknowledged that the psalms are 
filled with militancy as well as 
praise.  The church’s music must 
have its proper diet of didactic 
militancy commingled with the 
magnificence of Christ.

 11. Such an individual must pray 
that God will give him a double 
portion of the Spirit that our fore-
fathers had.  The prime vision will 
demand a greater empowering of 
the Spirit of God because the age 
will be deeper in its deception of 
the apostasy.

 12. Such an individual must pray for 
revival!  There seems to be no 
evidence that another national 
revival will come (with the excep-
tion of the scripturally predicted 
revival to Israel in the Tribulation 
Period).  But we must pray that our 
individual lives and our churches 
will have revival, and we must 
live in revival as we anticipate the 
coming of the Lord in the Rapture.  
Preach it and pray for it.

Conclusion
We are now witnessing a twofold 

reality among us as Fundamentalists.  
First, the Elijahs are being taken by 
God to heaven (2 Kgs. 2:6–14) and 
second, there are other mentors that 
are leaving the prime vision and enter-
ing the past vision (2 Sam. 21:15–17).  
In the first context Elisha stepped for-
ward and picked up the mantle.  In the 
second context Abishai “succoured,” or 
ran to David’s aid when he cried for 
help, “and smote the Philistine and 
killed him.”  Yet in both contexts there 
were the dedicated successors who 
came, and they were men of great love 
for their mentors.  The first was truly 
a prophet with the prophet’s mantle 
and Spirit upon him; the second was a 
warrior to take up the battle in behalf 
of the fainting “light of Israel.”  Unless 
God gives us the heart, godly spirit, 
love, and respect for our mentors, we 
will not know the power of God in our 
generation as they did in theirs. 

Fundamentalism faces a crossroad 
of this next generation.  What will 
its future be?  The answer will be 
found in the heart and private life of 
each individual in those generations.  
Christian professionalism will not do 
when facing the enemy spiritually; 
it will take God alone in the soul of 
the individual.  It is still true, “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”  May God 
help us to see our need in Fundamen-
talism for the next generation.  
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“Christmas Buds of Revelation”

1. “The Incarnation and Virgin Birth”
2. “God’s Messiah”

3. “Thou Shalt Call His Name Jesus”
4. “The Saviour of the World”
5. “Immanuel: God with Us”

6. “God’s Visitation to Redeem”
7. “To Serve Him without Fear”

8. “The King of the Jews”
9. “Waiting for the Consolation”

10. “That the Thoughts of Many Hearts May Be Revealed”
11. “And the Child Grew”

Price: $14.99 / 19.99 ppd

2018 Foundations Calendar

Foundations Ministries · P. O. Box 1166 · Dunn, NC 28335 · 800-849-8761
www.foundations.edu [“Bookstore”]

*NC residents, please add sales tax to total order.

All proceeds go for the purchasing and 
shipping of Bibles and Christian literature 

for the Christian Purities Fellowship 
churches and schools in Ghana.


